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16 Dle Hundreds
Injured in Storms

- By GEORGE . SAUCER
Assistant City Editor

Three northeast lTows com-
munities and scores of farms
that lie hroken after killer for-
nadoes stalked and stomped
them were tryving to fit the
Dieces back together Thursday.

At leasl 16 persons are dead,
hupdreds injured, many of them
seriously, and property damage
is expected to total about %30
million,

Charles Cily; Oelwein and
Maynard will need months if
net vears to fullv recover from
tarnadoes that tore into them
Wednesdav evening.

~Incredinle damage was left in
Charles City. where 11 persons
died after the. vicious wind hit
the city about 4:47 p.m. Wed-
nesday, -

- City in Shambhles

Charles Citv’s business dis-
trict is virlually unrecognizahle
as such from the air as a result
of the wind that left this city
of 10415 in a shambles. :

Al Oelwein. some 60 air miles |

southeast of Charles City, where

PRI ATl Sl L

Additional pictures
on pages 30, 31 tell
area tornado sfory.

TR A

another tornado siammed in
with the sound of an express
train at 4:57 p.m., 90 per cent
of the downtown buﬂdmgs suf-
fered damage and hundreds of
homes were. flattened or dam-
aged.

At least three persons died in
Qelwein and more who are hos-
pitalized may die. Others may
vet be found in the wreckage.

Maynard, a smaller commun-
ity of ahout 600, eight miles
nerth of Qelwein, also was
picked out far f{reakish wen-
geance by ihe storm.

Two Die

Two persons in Maynard died.
Ahout [ive square blocks of the
west part of town were virtual-
ly leveled and other buildings
damaged there,

Scores of farm bmldmgs were
damaged or destroyed in north-
eastern "Iowa in a widespread
storm beit that saw wmds up o

Force of the Tornado Thu! Slashed Oalwem Is Shown by the W
dential Area Were Exploded*'.

5 mlies an hour near D1ke

-Searchers for viefims were.

hampered  Wednesday nighi by
the -lass of electrical power in
Charles City and Gelwein.

Governor Harold

threé communities which bore

- the brunt of the selective storm

that set a précedent for Towa
hy almost wiping oul three com-

-munities at almost the same

instant,
Help Sent Speedily

Help from most all northeast
lTowa towns and southern Minne-
sota was sent to the disaster
areas.,

National Guardsmen and con-
tmgents of Towa Highway. Pa-
trol joined sheriffs’ dEp\lhES and
police officers of various com-
munities sent to aid in Charles
City. Maynard and Oelwein late
Wednec{iay and Thursday morn-
ing.

“The only way io cnmnare the

damage at Charles City, either

Ingking at it from the ground
or the air. is with that caused
by repeated " aerial hombard-

ment of cities during World War
iL

Mest buildings in an eight-
.block atea downtown are de-

molished.

Brick : commercial buildings
lay in heaps with their brick

and heavy steel roof girders
Iying in a pile as though a block
sef had been Kicked around by
a child.

Homes Crushed

Houses at Charles C:ty and
Oelwein ook from the air as
though a giant stepped on them,
crushing them like an egg shell,
or in countless other cases. sim-
ply kicked the toof off or
dumped thém on their side.

. Structural. damage to down-
lrmn Celwein bu11d1ngs is' less

visible, from the air but the

main - busmess district 1s vir-
fually windowless and appears
tn have been burned out, al-
though no fire was reported.

AL Maynard, where more than
25 houses ‘were destroyed, the
funnel flattened the west sec-
tion of town and destroved a
new §120.006 Lutheran church

See STORMS
Continxed on page 2, eol. 1
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Hughes -
- Thursday was. inspecting the

The 1000 Block of North an Streef Charles Cuty, Cenier,‘Paﬁ of Norih Busmess Area in Puth qf Devastcﬂ

Storm Ravages Charles City

Housing Unit

Is" Destroyed

By JIM AVEY
Courier Staff Writer

CHARLES QITY-~The torna-

‘do {hat ravaged .Charles City

came nut of the southwest about
4:47 p. m., May 15, 1968. In the

- few short minules it lived in the

cily it lelt death and destruction
that will be remembered for
years

Main Si. and Grand Ave. !ook
the brunt of the hammer blows.
By the time night had fallen a
cordon had been thrown around

the downtown section and only
workers were allowéd in, but
the reports were that almost all
‘business establishments had
been severely damaged or de-
stroyed,

The sntuation was nat much .

belter in the residential areas.

An ‘80-unit Jow-cost housing de-
velopment for the aged was
wiped oul. One embitiered resi-
dent, viewing the wreckage in a
fiashllcht beam, said, “The
dami- place didn’t even have
basements.”

There, were .mmany .stories -in

the disaster. One man told of
coming up from his basement

alter the lornade, and noticing
an elderly man who had been

{Courler Aerfol Phato bv Jim Humphrey)
ay Houses in Thls Resi-

T i

sitting in a lawn chair just be-
fore the storm. He still sat there,
a cigar clutehed in his fingers,
but he had been decapitated. .
- Service stations, a shopping
center, and chturches were either
heavily damaged. or .completely
destroyed,

Cars Smashed

When the winds re'ached:_the
new hridge acrass the Cedar

River in Charles City, they left -
brutally heavy marks: Cars were -

lifted and smashed down on the
concrete; Teavy- -steel cables_
and guard rails were . ‘twisted
and wrenched into junk: A wil-
ness said the sight of people

-walking up the hill -from  the -

bridge, trailing streams of blood
and searching for someplace to
g0, was his worst moment.

By Hashes of lightning, lit-
tered trees of the riverbanks
could be seen. Even' the. river
was [ull of scalfered clumps of
twisted steel, wood, and perhaps
human wreckage.

There were a number of pec-
ple killed by the tornade, and
ihere were many injured. When
Flayd County Sheriff L. L. Lane
was asked about casualties

About 11 p. m.,. he could only .

shake his, head hredly No one
knew for sure then how many

" were dead or injured. Until al

the wreckage had been-searched
and a head count made, no one
will be sure. By ThurSday morn-
ing the confirmed dead list was
at seven.

"As soon as Charles City offi-

Ouster Affects
Three Locals

Of UAW Here

Three United Automobile
Workers in the Waterloo area
will be affecied by the suspen-
sion of the UAW. from the AFL-
CIO. Stery on page 26.
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cJaI.s “ealled for help, people he-

. gan to pour in, some from as far

away as. aneapohs about 150
miles away. Many came tp help,

- to search ‘for friends or rela--

tives, but some came to look and

some came {o loot. 'With the aid -
the -

of National Guardsmen,
‘Highway Patrol, police and vol-

‘unteers, road blocks were set up

to turn away. the curiosity, seek-
But still many peopie
roamed the siricken city, . by
foot and by car, well mtu the
night.

An emergency . headquarters

_was set up in the Floyd County

Ceurthiouse, lighted by portable
generators. It was the focal
point of a crowd of l1aw and mili-
tary officers, newsmen, specta-
tors and residents, whe miiled
about lhe small office and
clogged the halls.

There were islands of calm

See CHARLES CITY
Continued on page 2 col.. 8

By VERYIL SANDERSON
Assistant State Editor

DELWEIN — Nature
utleashed its iremendous fury
here Wednesday afternoon,
paralyzing this Fayette County
town in a mire of uprooted
trees, hundreds of broken win-
dows, crushed autos, demolish-
ed businesses and homes and
hundreds of injured.

Mrs. Grace Damon died of
injuries in the tornade. Aibert
Healon, 84, died of a heart at-
tack and one other vietim whose

name was not released was
found.

The tornado swooped down on
Celweln like a giant suction cup
on the end of a plunger, giving
only a few seconds‘warning.

Terry Maddigan, 1%, and
Larry Joerger, 14, were in
Phillips 66 Gas Station when
the storm hit.

Maddigan, an empioye of the
station, said, ‘‘Our first warning
was when I looked out of the
slation and saw the irees ben-
ding over.

“Larry and T ducked under
the desk."

The station was nearly leval-
ed. More than half of the office
collapsed.

“We could hear the noise, and

!

STORM

City, Qelwein, Maynard
nned by K|||er Tornadoes

(Courier’ Aeria! Photo by JTm Humphrey}
ing. Tornudo

TOLL IN

4 OTHE R STATES

By the Associated Press -
Here ‘is a summary of the toll. from tornadoes which - hit
:areas of the niidcontinent ouiside of Towa.

ARKANSAS: At least forty-three killed in northeastern sec-
tions of the sfale, 34 in Jonesbore alone where ore than 350
also were injured. Ten died in the community of Oil Trongh,

three at Mountain Home and

two af Tuckerman, all within

. 100 .miles-of Jonesboro. Damage was reported heavy- and wide-

spread'wiih no dollar estimate a'vailahle

ILLINDIS 1D died in a day-long outhreak of tornadees and
" seyere Ihunderswrms ‘Hardest hit was Freehurg. near East
‘St. Louis, wheré a twister reduced a trailer camp to rubhle.

Four were killed and scores
more than 50 m]ured at the

injured. Two- were killed and
central Illinois community of

. Wapella. Two other storm-related deaths were reported.

* INDIANA: One woman was killed when afmghtume twister
thurped through a frailer courl at Wabash, in the state’s

northeast

MISSOURI Ove man was killed near Joplin by lightning as

-lornadoes and severe thunderstorms ' raked western Missonri

Suction Cup TW|sfer Hits
Oelwein With Sudden Fury

all of a sudden the roof weni
ofi the building and the bricks
of the walls and shattered glass
were flying all over. Next thing
I knew, the desk was covered
with bricks and debris,” Mad-
digan recalled.

“"We couldn’t even see
daylight. When it was ali aver.
I dug a hele through the mess
on top and around the desk
and crawled out.

“] sure was scared.”

The station’s clock stopped
running at 4:5% p.m.

Owner of the station, Michael
Bennett, was returning from
downtown Qelwein to the sta-
tion, which is located on Hwy.
150, about 12 blocks south of
the main business district.

“1 saw it touch down as I
was driving,” Bemnett said. “I
headed for the nearest shelfer.

“A truck, parked across the
street {rom the station, was
shoved through a garage wall,”
Bennelt sald. “My {ruck, park-
ed next to the station, was
blown across the street to the
side where the other truck was
parked.”

Next door to the station, Merl
McFarlane of Oelwein was
servicing machines in the
MacAlean’s Lzundromat.

1 ducked down in a corner,

behind a washer. A dryer
crashed about 3 foot away from
me.

_ “The whole thing couldwt
have lasted more than five
minutes,” McFarlane said.

The entire Yaupndromat
building was uproeted from the
foundation, leaving rows of
washers and dryers.

Further souwth, past the in-
tersection of Hv.y 150 and Hwy.
190, the screen of the Oelwein
Drive.In Theater was wrecked.

The funnel continued north
past the laundromat, using
Hwy. 150 as its channel. Trees,
which had taken years in foun-
ding their roots, were sucked
from the ground wi!h sod intact.
Thick Timbs snapped like brittle
tuothpicks.

The number of funnels varied
on lwa or three.

Windows in the houses shat-
tered. Aufos and frucks were
pinned  underneath the felled
{rees.

Hwy. 150 was blocked wilh
the wreckage.

Ralph Hillard, construetion
foreman for the John C. Kaiser
Ca. of Dubugue, walked up the
streel from the Oelwein Motel,

See OELWEIN
Continued on page 2, col. 3




