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In Alabama, tornadoes, thunderstorm wind damage, severe hail, and/or fl ash fl oods were reported on 99 days in 2009. The 
number of severe weather days increased by 10 compared to 2008. Severe weather stats from 2009 and total number of severe 
weather warnings issued by the National Weather Service for these events are shown below.

Seventy-two tornadoes were reported on 22 days in 
2009 (compared to 93 tornadoes on 21 days in 2008).

Thunderstorm wind damage was reported on 71 days 
(compared to 65 days in 2008). 

Severe hail was reported on 38 days (compared to 45 
days in 2008). 

Flash fl oods were reported on 56 days (compared to 
28 days in 2008).

Warnings Issued for Alabama by the National 
Weather Service:

Tornado Warnings - 296 (401 in 2008)

Severe Thunderstorm Warnings - 966 (958 in 2008)

Flash Flood Warnings - 281 (71 in 2008)

Total - 1543 (1430 in 2008)

The National Weather Service does not issue warnings for lightning because all thunderstorms 
contain lightning. In 2009, there were at least a dozen reports of structural damage caused by 
lightning, with most of the damage caused by strikes that resulted in fi res. Three homes were 
completely destroyed by fi re. Across the state, two people were injured from lightning strikes, and 
one person was killed after being struck by lightning in Atmore, AL.

2009 was a very active year across Alabama. Despite having fewer tornadoes than 2008, the 
number of tornadoes was still above average. Most of these tornadoes occurred during a very 
active spring season; which is the primary severe weather season here in Alabama, covering the 
period from March through May.
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SEVERE WEATHER STATS

Flash fl ooding presented a major problem across much of the state at various times last year.  The total number of fl ash fl ooding 
days doubled from that in 2008.  Many cities and towns throughout the state dealt with major fl ooding issues, from extreme 
rainfall accumulations over a short duration, to prolonged periods of rainfall that lasted for several days; both leading to rivers 
and streams cresting well above their banks. During many events, numerous road closures occurred and many homes and 
businesses were fl ooded.
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