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Hmm…Have We Seen This 
Before?

• Analogue Event:  February 4th – 9th, 1989
• Similar Surface Pattern and Time of Year
• Similarly “sourced” cold air mass
• What Happened?

– Four consecutive days highs in the 30s to 40
– Measured precipitation near coast; mix of sleet 

and freezing rain
– Highs remained below 32 at Harlingen during 

peak (Daytime, February 6th 1989
A lot has changed in the RGV in 22 years!





February 1, 2011

Note the Similarities
Between This Image and 
Previous One





February 2, 2011

Note the Similarities
Between This Image and 
Previous One



*

* Now Also February 2nd!
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Below Freezing

Above Freezing

“Energized”
Winds

The Making of Sleet
Forecast For McAllen, 6 PM February 3

Note: Larger Area in Blue
than Red



The Making of Freezing Rain
Forecast For Harlingen, 6 AM February 4

“Energized”
Winds

Above Freezing

Below Freezing

Note:  Smaller Area in Blue
than  in Red









What About Accumulations?

• Just a little too soon to quantify as situation 
develops.  

• Potential has increased for significant 
impacts to elevated road surfaces.  Impacts 
may include other roadways, especially if 
precipitation is steady overnight when soil is 
coldest

• Some potential for freezing rain and glazing 
between Brownsville and Raymondville east 
to the western shore of Laguna Madre.



Summary: Feb 2nd

• Temperatures Begin Plunge into Winter After 
Sunset. 

• February 2:  Very Dangerous Wind Chills for 
the Morning School Bus and Commute

• February 2:  Freezes and Hard Freezes by 
Daybreak, for All But Immediate Coast.  Two to 
Six Hours ≤27°F Brush Country-King Ranch, 
Including N Hidalgo/W. Willacy.  Two to Four 
Hours ≤32°F All but Coast Elsewhere.  



Summary: Feb 3rd
• February 3: 

– Life threatening wind chills; more warnings likely.
– Agricultural threatening freezes, especially to 

ripened fruit.
– Wintry mix with accumulations likely:

• Timing Still an Issue but steady precipitation 
most likely Thursday late afternoon through 
early Friday morning

– Hidalgo, western Willacy, Brooks, Kenedy:  
“Leaning” more toward snow

– Cameron, eastern Willacy:  “Leaning” toward sleet, 
with freezing rain a possibility



Summary: Feb 4-5

• February 4: 
– Frozen Start, Wintry Mix Ending, Treacherous 

Commute in Lower RGV
– Very Dangerous Wind Chills (Teens) Continue
– Clearing By Afternoon West of Highway 281; 

Temperatures Warming
– Clearing During Afternoon Toward Coast, Still a 

Chilly Day

• February 5:
– One more Freeze/Hard Freeze.  Long Duration 

Temps in 20s with light winds and clear skies
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