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 Provide you with the basic tools necessary to 
establish an effective system in case a tsunami strikes 
your coastal community. In order to accomplish this 
goal, it is important to fully understand the potential 
danger and dedicate a lot of time and effort into 
community outreach and preparedness.  

Objective 



 All persons in vulnerable coastal communities are 
prepared to respond appropriately, and in a timely 
manner upon recognition or notification that a 
potentially destructive tsunami may be approaching. 

What does an “effective system” 
mean? 



Where does the information  
come from? 



How do they get the information? 

1. Signal Received by 
Pressure Sensors 

2. Signal Sent to 
Transmitter on 
Buoy 

3. Signal Transmitted 
to Satellite 

4. Satellite Transmits 
Data to Tsunami 
Warning Centers 
(TWA) 

5. Warning Centers 
Issue the Bulletins 
to the Public 

DART® (Deep-ocean Assessment and  
Reporting of Tsunamis) 

 



Monitoring Stations in the  
Gulf of Mexico 

Contributing RTX           Contributing RTX DART          Existing            Planned            Gap            Non-operational 



EMERGENCY ALERT 
SYSTEM (EAS) 

How do we get the information? 



Subscriptions  

http://wcatwc.arh.noaa.gov/?page=email  

http://wcatwc.arh.noaa.gov/  

http://wcatwc.arh.noaa.gov/?page=email
http://wcatwc.arh.noaa.gov/?page=email
http://wcatwc.arh.noaa.gov/
http://wcatwc.arh.noaa.gov/


What information is contained in 
those messages? 



What information is contained in 
those messages? 



Tsunami Messages (PTWC) 

ALL OF THEM ARE WATCH! 

WATCH = Danger, run to high 
ground. 

Watch @ PTWC different 
than Watch @ WCATWC 
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Watch @ PTWC = Warning 
@ WCATWC 



Tsunami Safety Rules 

http://www.prsn.uprm.edu/English/tsunami/
media/TsunamiSafetyRulesEnglish.pdf  

http://www.prsn.uprm.edu/English/tsunami/media/TsunamiSafetyRulesEnglish.pdf
http://www.prsn.uprm.edu/English/tsunami/media/TsunamiSafetyRulesEnglish.pdf


Tsunami Community Preparedness 



Available Tsunami Information  
Brochures 



Available Tsunami Information  
Activities For Kids 



Available Tsunami Information  
Specific Target Audience 

Information for Mariners 



Available Tsunami Information  
Online Courses 

https://www.meted.ucar.edu/     

https://www.meted.ucar.edu/
https://www.meted.ucar.edu/


Available Tsunami Information  
Guides for Teachers 

http://www.prsn.uprm.edu/English/tsunami/education
.php  

http://www.prsn.uprm.edu/English/tsunami/education.php
http://www.prsn.uprm.edu/English/tsunami/education.php
http://www.prsn.uprm.edu/English/tsunami/education.php


Online Information 

• http://www.tsunami.gov/ 
• http://www.tsunami.noaa.gov/  
• http://itic.ioc-unesco.org/index.php 
• http://nthmp.tsunami.gov/  
• http://wcatwc.arh.noaa.gov/ 
• http://ptwc.weather.gov/ 
• http://www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/ctwp/ 
• http://www.tsunamiready.noaa.gov/ 
• http://www.prsn.uprm.edu/    

http://www.tsunami.gov/
http://www.tsunami.noaa.gov/
http://itic.ioc-unesco.org/index.php
http://itic.ioc-unesco.org/index.php
http://itic.ioc-unesco.org/index.php
http://nthmp.tsunami.gov/
http://wcatwc.arh.noaa.gov/
http://ptwc.weather.gov/
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/ctwp/
http://www.tsunamiready.noaa.gov/
http://www.prsn.uprm.edu/


Community Outreach 

Caribbean Experience 



Community Preparedness 
LANTEX 2011 

A tsunami exercise 
designed to assist tsunami 
preparedness efforts in the 

Caribbean and adjacent 
regions, including United 
States and Canadian east 
coasts, the Gulf of Mexico 

and Bermuda. 



Contact: 
alina.nieves@noaa.gov  

THANKS! 

mailto:alina.nieves@noaa.gov

