National Weather Service Declares ABC5 (WOI-DT)
Television Station a StormReady® Supporter

July 6, 2012 S’ormRead j

Officials from the National Weather Service will recognize ABC5 (WOI-DT) Television
Station on Thursday, July 19, 2012 at 300 PM at the ABC5 Studio in West Des Moines,
IA., for completing a set of criteria necessary to earn the distinction of being a
StormReady® Supporter. ABC5 (WOI-DT) is the second television station in lowa to
be recognized as a StormReady® Supporter.

"StormReady Supporters are businesses which have gone the extra mile to make
sure their employees are safe during severe weather" said Jeff Johnson, Warning
Coordination Meteorologist at the National Weather Service Forecast Office in Des
Moines. "Television StormReady Supporters have additional requirements than other
businesses who are StormReady Supporters.”

The program is voluntary and provides communities, businesses and colleges with
clear-cut advice from a partnership between local National Weather Service forecast
offices and the television station. To be recognized as a StormReady Supporter, a
television station must:

e Have at least four ways to receive severe weather forecasts and warnings and the
ability to automatically broadcast the warnings to the public

e Be an active member of the Emergency Alert System (EAS)

e Promote the importance of public readiness through community outreach

e Develop a formal hazardous weather plan, which includes protective measures for
the staff at the station

Des Moines National Weather Service Meteorologist-in-Charge Brenda Brock and
Warning Coordination Meteorologist Jeff Johnson will present ABC5 (WOI-DT) with a
recognition plaque and special StormReady sign. The StormReady Dedication is
scheduled for Thursday, July 19, 2012 at 300 PM at the ABC5 Studio in West Des
Moines, IA.

The National Weather Service is dedicated to the protection of life and property and
enhancing economic security and national safety through the prediction and research of
weather and climate-related events. The National Weather Service is working to build a
Weather-Ready Nation through programs such as the StormReady program. No
community is storm proof, but StormReady can help communities save lives: when
seconds count, StormReady communities are prepared.



