AMS Events
Component 1 of the IWT:  Forecasters Andy Bailey
Facilitator:  Dan Nietfeld  

NWS not a nimble organization – culture - Policy changes take time…must be somewhat consistent from WFO to WFO and Region to Region
NWS needs to support role of EM and Broadcast Community- How can we do this better?
Communication capability – Personal as well as technological
Warning statistics versus credibility
Value of NWSChat
Tough to build relationships with multiple county/state/federal officials
Need to improve relationship with Media.
Extensive debate about how chaser reports should be funneled?
Concern over “confusing messages”…Need guidance as to how this effects response.
Mark…Sirens…are they official warnings?
Dan N.  America’s Weather Industry issuing warnings…Air Force Base as well.
Action:  NWSChat…need qualifiers about who and for what content/how used?  Jim Keeney to provide official guidance.
Potential breakout questions…Siren policy and what constitutes an official warning.
Should NWS/EM focus be more on industry and less on private citizens?
Must have consistency in message…this does not mean one individual.
Brian Bussy – Emphasized that their station’s policy is to stay on the air.  Must weigh against public complaints of interruption to broadcast, especially without new information.
EM…felt that reports need to be funneled through their office.
FOX…Opposed to 45 minute TORs…Recommends shorter duration warnings…Seconded…concern over long duration/large area watches as well
Component 2 of the IWT:  Emergency Managers…Chuck Magaha.
Provides info to NWS, but not Broadcast Media
Question…Should all spotter reports be funneled through EMs?
Pro NWSChat!

Twitter

Question…what is the appropriate amount of lead time?

Mark…Concern over Excessive Heat Warnings…jurisdiction to jurisdiction.
Need consistency in Community programs due to transient nature.
Joe…technology is great…but what about “inner city”, impoverished communities.  Transition to digital TV made.
Storm Based warnings education needs.
Siren policy…what are sirens sounded for?
“Outdoor Warning Sirens” nameology – for all hazards 
Mike Curry…EMs listed last as a source for information
Jim Meyers – NWS ultimately accountable for warning
Mark – Look at public needs.  Public perceives warning as from Media.
Brian B.  Channel 9 – Will never refute NWS warnings, but may “warn” downstream.
WeatherCall reverse 911 service - for Storm Based warnings.
Debbsie – Questioned integrity of survey 
Sharon Watson, Kansas Emergency Management – Inviting businesses into EOC to facilitate communication. 
Tom, IRS – 
Damage reports validate warnings…counter defense mechanism.
Urban vs rural responses?  

Kent State University has studied response in rural areas.
Limited media sources
Gina – Limited internet access, cell coverage, broadcast for rural areas from local affiliates









