
Internal Communication Friday, January 23, 2009

Green Group

Need for  “one “ primary collaboration tool - NWSChat:  
Geographic distribution - Goal is to get 90% counties on Chat – Need to avoid holes
Identify list of current and potential users - Media/Emergency Response Community 
EMs to champion NWSChat

Standard terminology for NWSChat…OMG…Tornado

NWSChat user group to help NWS manage/promote chat
Surface discussions

Provide GIS Inform
Event Information

Understand Partner’s needs – Has not happened – Not intential
 Quarterly Committee Meeting
Red Group

NWSChat- must get everyone on board

State broadcasters meetings

Quarterly county EM meetings

Make sure we have a current contact list (regular and emergency contacts)

Should reports funnel through 911 center and what is preferred communications medium?

Where should public phone reports into?

Contact email/chat/mers/webeoc, weboc-chat integrated

Contact list from ITW workshop list serv/bb

Accelerating confirmed reports

Tabletop/virtual table top exercise

Video feed

Communications with neighboring weather forecast offices

Mid American Regional Council (MARC) or Metropolitan Emergency Management Council (MEMC) to coordinate followup meetings

Webinar training for NWSChat
Twitter - ???

Action – Next meeting of IWT will be before end of April

Local groups need to promote before meeting

Action – Define NWSChat list of current and potential users
EMs need to champion NWSChat – “They know you better than they know me and they will listen to you!”
External Communication

MDOT/KDOT  Variable Message Signs – Get them on NWSChat
Consistency in Weather icons

Encourage use of 211 system 
Understanding societal impacts – Find out what resources are available

Northwest Missouri State – Minor in EM program – Other universities- Develop team now…before event.
Get sociologist/anthropologist/communications representative committee/develop questions

Sirens??? - Need to standardize siren policy 
Actions - Sirens – Public education - Do we need more consistency?

Action - Getting information on Variable Message Signs (VMSs)
Action:  Work with TV news directors to get consistent severe weather graphics/icons

NWS Super Tuesday Tornado Outbreak report and questions as a resource 

Work with local universities to get social scientists to assist with studies 

New releases

Action - Sirens- Uniformity to benefit education/response…explain siren activations/expected response

More clear and direct wording for warnings/enhanced severe criteria

Cell phone messaging/reverse 911 

Action - PDF of tornado myths-action to take 

Action – Post consolidated community siren policy on local affiliate web sites

