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March 16, 2009
Dear Dr. Kain: 
I am now in receipt of three reviews of your manuscript entitled “Assessing Advances in the Assimilation of Radar Data within a Collaborative Forecasting-Research Environment.”  Based upon these reviews and my evaluation the manuscript may be acceptable for publication in Weather and Forecasting (WAF) subject to minor revisions. Final acceptance is contingent upon your ability to satisfactorily address the concerns and suggestions of the reviewers.  Copies of these reviews are enclosed.

All reviewers believe your paper will be of interest to the forecasting and research community.  There were two concerns cited by the reviewers that should be addressed.  First, while the paper states the difference in data assimilation was inclusion of radar reflectivity data, then it is later mentions that one model also ingested observations not available to the other model.  They ask you to address if the inclusion of mesoscale data may also lead to differences in the model performance.  They also noted that the difference in storm evolution in the first 6 to 12 hours would lead to differences in model forecast performance beyond 12 h due to differences in cold pool evolution.  They ask you to address the question if model performance differences were noted from 18-30 h due to the difference in the low level thermodynamics.  Finally, a few references were missing or incorrect so please review the reference list prior to resubmission.
In addition, please carefully consider the enclosed AMS Publications Revision Checklist and make corrections to your manuscript as needed.  Failure to do so may delay processing.

Please submit your revised manuscript electronically to the AMS manuscript upload system along with a point-by-point explanation of how you responded to the formal comments of each reviewer in about 2 months, by 20 May 2010.

Please contact me directly if you have any questions or concerns.  Thank you for your interest in and support of Weather and Forecasting.  I look forward to receiving your revised manuscript.

Sincerely,

Philip Schumacher 
