Joseph Sheehan - AWARD - $200

Joe Sheehan is recognized by the rest of our staff as an exceptional weather feature writer.  His efforts are often shown through some of his routine products by going "above and beyond" minimum requirements.  We wish to recognize Joe for his superior effort and time expended, some outside his duty day, researching and creating year end climatological summaries for both Sioux City, IA and Sioux Falls, SD.  This was a task was unassigned.  He took it upon himself to create informative and detailed summaries that were very well received by our staff and more importantly our customers.  These products had impact locally and beyond as they were disseminated via AWIPS and posted to our Web page.  Feedback has been positive and reflects well on Joe and our agency.
Michael Fuhs - AWARD -  4 hours Time Off Award
Michael Fuhs is recognized for his recognition that a significant blizzard would affect much of southeast South Dakota on December 11.  While working the evening shift on Friday, new information became available that indicated that a significant blizzard would affect a large portion of the County Warning Area.  Mike, with Jim Murray, expanded a blizzard warning to include most of southeast South Dakota, extreme northeast Nebraska as well as the remainder of northwest Iowa and southwest Minnesota.  They also raised the amount of expected snowfall across the area and indicated that blizzard conditions would affect the area by early Saturday morning.  His actions on the evening shift provided an additional 6 to 8 hours of lead time to the public on this blizzard which resulted in no travel over much of the CWA on Saturday.

Jennifer Laflin - AWARD – 8 hours Time Off Award
Jenni Laflin is recognized for her work during the blizzard of December 11 and completion of the Decision Learning Operations Course (DLOC).  Jenni began DLOC in September 2010 and completed the course in January 2011.  This was done during a time when the office had one fewer person and we asked Jenni to use many of her administrative shifts to help cover operational shifts.  Despite having fewer administrative shifts, Jenni was able to keep to her time table and complete DLOC in 4 months.   In addition to DLOC, Jenni also did an additional radar case with the SOO in mid January to prepare her for the residence course.  This case was done at her request and was not required as part of DLOC.  During the blizzard of December 11, Jenni also worked the evening shift and when the forecasters were upgrading to a blizzard warning, Jenni did several media interviews.  On her own initiative, she also updated the multi-media weather briefing at 11 pm December 10 provide the latest information on the storm and indicate there was a significant change to the forecast to our customers.  This action provided addition information to customers on this blizzard and insured that the latest information was available to them on our web site.

Jeffrey Chapman – AWARD - $200

Jeffrey Chapman is recognized for his forecast on the midnight shift of December 10 prior to the blizzard.  On this shift, Kyle Weisser and he issued a blizzard watch for much of southwest Minnesota and northwest Iowa.  This was done 30 hours before the event and provided critical information that this event could be significant for the watch area and result in life-threatening conditions on Saturday and Saturday night.   The forecast information Jeff provided included mention of near zero visibility, winds gusting over 50 mph, and snowfall of 4 inches or more – all which verified the next day.  His actions were a critical part to the successful forecast that was issued for this storm.
Kyle Weisser – AWARD - $200

Kyle Weisser is recognized for his work on the midnight shifts of December 10 and 11 prior to the blizzard.  On December 10, Jeff Chapman and heissued a blizzard watch for much of southwest Minnesota and northwest Iowa.  This was done 30 hours before the event and provided critical information that this event could be significant for the watch area and result in life-threatening conditions on Saturday and Saturday night.   Kyle insured that information was placed on our web site that emphasized the potential hazards associated with the storm including winds gusting over 50 mph, heavy snow, and near zero visibility.  On the midnight shift of December 11, Kyle provided an excellent forecast which included snowfall amounts and emphasized the very heavy snow that would fall during the morning which produce an inch or more of snow per hour.  He also insured that graphical short-term forecasts were available on our web site.

Shawn Liebl – AWARD – 3 hours time off award

Shawn Liebl is recognized for his work on the day shift of December 10.  On this shift Shawn issued the blizzard warning for portions of southwest Minnesota and northwest Iowa.   Shawn also issued a winter weather advisory for freezing rain for the evening of December 10 in southwest Minnesota.  Both pieces of information were used to create a multi-media web briefing by WCM Todd Heitkamp during the late morning.  MIC Greg Harmon also briefed the state of Minnesota on both the freezing rain and blizzard.  The Minnesota Department of Transportation said that prior to the issuance of the winter weather advisory for freezing rain, they were not planning to mobilize sanders and plows until after midnight on Saturday morning.   However, when the advisory went out on late Friday morning, they used this information to make resources available Friday evening when up to a tenth of an inch of freezing rain occurred.  The decisions Shawn made helped response officials mitigate the effects of the storm and reflected well on our office and the agency.
James Murray - AWARD -  $200

James Murray is recognized for his recognition that a significant blizzard would affect much of southeast South Dakota on December 11.  While working the evening shift on Friday, new information became available that indicated that a significant blizzard would affect a large portion of the County Warning Area.  Jim, with Michael Fuhs, expanded a blizzard warning to include most of southeast South Dakota, extreme northeast Nebraska as well as the remainder of northwest Iowa and southwest Minnesota.  They also raised the amount of expected snowfall across the area and indicated that blizzard conditions would affect the area by early Saturday morning.  His actions on the evening shift provided an additional 6 to 8 hours of lead time to the public on this blizzard which resulted in no travel over much of the CWA on Saturday.

