
The following is a public service announcement for Safe 
Boating Week: Thursday 

 

...Dangers of Carbon Monoxide Poisoning...  

Metropolitan fire and rescue services respond to medical emergencies on a continuous basis. 
Water emergencies can range from responses to physical injuries to hidden causes like carbon 
monoxide poisoning or hypothermia. 

Everyone should be aware of the risks associated with carbon monoxide poisoning.  Carbon 
monoxide is a colorless, odorless and tasteless gas produced when a carbon-based fuel—such 
as gasoline or propane—burns.  C-O can be emitted from boat engines and gas generators.  

Carbon monoxide fumes can harm or even kill you.  It enters your bloodstream through the 
lungs, blocking the oxygen your body needs.  It interferes with the brains ability to process 
information.  Early symptoms are often confused with seasickness or intoxication.  

...Hypothermia...  

Hypothermia is a medical emergency that occurs when your body loses heat faster than it can 
produce heat, causing a dangerously low body temperature.  Normal body temperature is 
around 98.6 ⁰F.   When your body temperature drops, your heart, nervous system and other 
organs cannot work correctly.  Left untreated, hypothermia eventually leads to complete failure 
of your heart and respiratory system and to death.  

Hypothermia is most often caused by exposure to cold weather or immersion in a cold body of 
water.  It can occur in water as warm as 75 ⁰F.  Seventy three percent of cases of hypothermia 
are associated with alcohol consumption.  

To learn more on boating and water safety, visit the Northeast Wisconsin Safe Boating Website 
at www.weather.gov/grb/?n=boating 
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