
During the overnight hours of May 8 th, 2009, the Sunflower State 
would once again live up to its notorious reputation of being an epicenter 
of severe weather worldwide. It was evident to forecasters for days lead-
ing up to the night of May 8 th that the atmosphere across central and 
eastern Kansas would become quite supportive for explosive severe thun-
derstorm development, as buoyant warm and moist gulf moisture would 
combine with an upper level disturbance approaching from the north-
west.   

A complex of thun-
derstorms devel-
oped over north-
west Kansas dur-
ing the late eve-
ning hours on the 
8th, and intensi-
fied once it 
reached the juicy 
gulf moisture re-
siding over central 
and southern Kan-
sas.  The strong 
winds aloft in con-
cert with very un-
stable air created a 
rare and intense 
bow echo-type 
thunderstorm 
complex called a 
derecho.   Derived 
from the Spanish 
word meaning 

"straight" , it is a widespread, long-lived and violent straight -line wind-
storm that is associated with a fast-moving band of severe thunderstorms 
in the form of a squall line, usually taking the form of a bow echo.   
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The derecho caused a swath of destructive 
straight -line winds of 80 to 100 mph, and 
produced associated widespread damage 
from Harvey county, east/southeast across 
the Flint Hills and southeast Kansas.  Peri-
odic large hail and flooding rains also oc-
curred.  A seemingly uncountable number 
of trees and utility poles were downed, and 
structural damage to homes and busi-
nesses was at times quite extensive.  Mo-
bile homes were overturned, grain and re-
finery bins damaged, and thousands were 
left without power.  Additionally, flash 
flooding closed some roads, and even 
washed out some bridges.  In Wilson 

county, a New Albany woman 
was killed when the mobile home 
she was residing in blew 40 feet 
and wrapped around a tree, de-
molishing the mobile home.  The 
deceased woman was found 
among the wreckage. Total prop-
erty and crop damage estimates 
across central, south-central and 
southeast Kansas (including 
flood damage) exceeded $32 mil-

lion.  
But that wasnôt the end of it; atmospheric 
conditions remained favorable for the dere-
cho to continue across southern Missouri, 
southern Illinois, southern Indiana and Ken-
tucky.  From the stormôs inception across 
northwest Kansas to its demise over eastern 
Kentucky, nearly 20 hours had elapsed over 
a distance of roughly 1000 miles! 
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A radar image of the derecho as it surged east to southeast 

across southeast Kansas.  Western portions of Wilson 

county were likely experiencing 80 to 100 mph winds right 

around the time of this image.  
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path.  Photo courtesy of  Haley Taliaferro.  

A garage with extensive damage in Cherryvale, 

KS.  Photo courtesy of Perry Lambert.  


