
 

 

Illinois Winter  
Weather Fact Sheet 

 
Cold Temperatures 

 
 A total of 109 people have died from exposure to cold temperatures in the 

state of Illinois since 1997. This is much more than severe thunderstorms and 
tornadoes (30 deaths), floods (20 deaths) and lightning (12 deaths) during the 
same period. 
 

 The coldest temperature on record in the state occurred on January 5, 1999 
when the mercury dipped to -36 °F near Congerville in Woodford County! 

 
Winter Storms 

 
 Illinois normally experiences five severe winter storms each year. During the 

winter of 2007-08 there were 16 severe winter storms, five of which impacted 
one third or more of the state. 

 
 As few as two (in the winters of 1921-1922 and 1980-1981), and as many as  

18 (in the winters of 1977-1978 and 1981-1982) winter storms have occurred. 
 

 There has not been a winter in Illinois without a winter storm in the past century. 
 

Snowfall 
 

 Average annual snowfall ranges from nearly 39 inches of snow in Rockford  
and Chicago, to as little as 10 to 15 inches in the southern tip of Illinois. 

 
 The greatest snowfall on record from a single storm occurred near the town  

of Astoria, in west central Illinois, where 37.8 inches was measured  
February 27-28, 1900. 
 

Ice Storms 
 

 Locations from just south of Quincy, through Lincoln, to Watseka experience 
more freezing rain and ice storms than any other part of the state, on average. 
 

 Several major ice storms have impacted Illinois recently. On December 1, 2006  
most of southwest and central Illinois had 1 to 2 inches of ice, which disrupted 
power to about 500,000 people and caused more than $125 Million in damages. 
 
Another major ice storm impacted southern Illinois from January 26th through the 
28th in 2009. Nearly 2 inches of ice caused more than $50 Million in damages 
and caused week long power outages. 

 



 
 

WINTER WEATHER IMPACTS 
 
 

 The economic impact of winter weather in the United States ranges from  
$3 Billion during a “normal” season, to $6 Billion during an active winter 
season. 
 

 About 70% of the people that are killed or injured due to winter storms are in 
automobiles. About 25% of the people that are killed or injured in winter storms 
are caught out in the storm with no place to take shelter. 

 
 Many deaths and injuries are indirectly related to winter weather occurrences 
that are not classified as winter storms. These include: traffic accidents on 
hazardous roads, heart attacks from shoveling snow or other outdoor activities, 
hypothermia from prolonged exposure to cold, frostbite, and avalanches. 
 

 
 The National Weather Service (NWS) in Lincoln has given advance warning 
for all winter weather storms (heavy snow and significant icing) in central and 
southeast Illinois 90% of the time, since 1998. These warnings have been 
issued an average of 17.5 hours before the storms have struck. 

 
 
 

Visit our Internet homepage at:   www.weather.gov/Lincoln    for the 
latest weather and river forecasts, warnings, current conditions, radar  
& satellite imagery, and climate information. 

 

       The National Weather Service mission         
 

The National Weather Service provides weather, hydrologic, and climate 
forecasts and warnings for the United States, its territories, adjacent waters 
and ocean areas, for the protection of life and property and the enhancement 
of the national economy. The NWS is the sole United States OFFICIAL voice 
for issuing warnings during life threatening weather situations. 


