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Nebraska’s Winter Weather Awareness Day is
November 1st, 2007

The National Weather Service, along with the State of Nebraska,
has declared November 1st as Winter Weather Awareness Day.
The National Weather Service is using this day as an opportunity to
get information out to the public about winter weather, its impacts,
and how to protect life and property.

The 2006-2007 Winter Season proved to be a tough one for most
of North Central and Western Nebraska. The winter storms ran the
full gamut with strong winds, heavy snow, and severe icing. There
were events cancelled, roadways shut down, extended power out-
ages, trees and structures severely damaged and livestock lost.
Without proper planning, the outcomes could have been much
worse. Keeping the dangers of winter weather in mind, now is the
time to prepare for this season.

Anytime there is a significant winter weather event across North
Central and Western Nebraska, you will be able to find summaries of
these events on our web page. Information in these summaries will
include snowfall reports and any impacts. If you receive any reports
of snowfall accumulations or any damage from a winter storm in
your area, we would greatly appreciate that information.

We hope that you will find the enclosed information useful.
Please stress to others the importance of tuning into NOAA Weather

g <2t (e Radio All-Hazards or a local radio or television station when winter

Winter Weather Products 2 weather strikes. If you have any questions about the information
given here, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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Tips Deb Blondin, Warning Coordination Meteorologist
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Winter Weather Watches, Warnings, and Advisories

What is the difference?

OUTLOOK—Hazardous Weather Outlooks are issued everyday, and serve as a “heads-up”
that a significant weather event may be possible in the next 2 to 7 days.

WATCH—A watch is issued when winter weather events have the potential to threaten life

a

mally issued between 12 to 48 hours in advance of the storm.

WARNING—A warning is issued when winter weather events are occurring or are imminent

a
a

ADVISORY—An advisory is issued when winter weather events cause a significant incon-
venience but generally are not life threatening. However, the conditions could be life threat-

e

nd property, but the exact timing and location of the storm is uncertain. Watches are nor-

nd pose an immediate threat to life and property. Warnings are normally issued between 2
nd 24 hours in advance.

ning if caution is not used.

Winter Weather Product Criteria

Watch and Warning Products

e  Blizzard—Snow and blowing snow with wind speeds of at least 35 mph and visibili-

Blizzards are the ties less than 1/4 mile for a minimum of 3 hours.

worst type of e Heavy Snow—Snow accumulation of 6 inches or more in 12 hours or 8 inches or

winter storm. more in 24 hours.
The strong winds e Ice Storm—Widespread ice accumulation of 1/4 inch or more.
can produce e  Sleet—Accumulation of ice pellets 1/2 inch or greater.
white-out e  Winter Storm—A combination of two or more of the following:
conditions very * ggohvguarcsc.umulations of 6 inches or more in 12 hours or 8 inches or more in

quickly. * Visibilities of 1/4 mile or less with snow and blowing snow.

* Freezing rain with ice accumulation of 1/4 inch or more.

* Sleet accumulation of 1/2 inch or more.

* Wind speeds between 25 and 34 miles per hour.

Advisory Products

Freezing Rain—Small accumulation of ice, generally less than 1/4 inch.
Sleet—Accumulation of ice pellets less than 1/2 inch.
Snow—Accumulation of 3 to 5 inches in 12 hours.

Snow and Blowing Snow—Snowfall with wind speeds of 25 to 34 mph and visibilities less than
1/4 mile for at least 3 hours.

Wind Chill—Wind chill values of —20°F to -29°F with wind speeds of at least 10 mph.

Winter Weather—A combination of 2 or more of the following:

* Snow accumulations of 3 to 5 inches in 12 hours.

* Visibilities of 1/4 mile or less with snow and blowing snow.

* Light freezing rain with ice accumulation of less than 1/4 inch.
* Sleet accumulation of less than 1/2 inch.

* Wind speeds between 25 and 34 miles per hour.



Winter Weather Safety Tips

At work and home, be sure to have...

*  First aid supplies.

eration.
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*  Flashlight, battery powered AM/FM or NOAA weather radio, and extra batteries.

* Extra food and water. Have high calorie foods that require no cooking or refrig-

*  Extra medicine and items to take care of infants and the elderly.

* Emergency heating source, such as a fireplace, wood stove, or space heater. Be

sure to properly ventilate when using these heating sources.

* Heating fuel. Fuel carriers may not be able to reach you for days after a winter

storm.
*  Fire extinguisher and smoke alarm.

*  Shelter, food, and water for any pets.

In Vehicles,

*

Plan out your trip and let someone know of your timetable and primary
and alternate routes.

Avoid traveling alone.

Never let your gas tank get close to empty, to avoid ice in the tank and
fuel lines.

Stay inside your vehicle if you get stranded!

Run the motor about 10 minutes each hour for heat, but be sure to open a
window a bit for fresh air to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning.

Make sure the exhaust pipe is not blocked.

Occasionally, vigorously move your arms, legs, fingers, and toes to keep
blood circulating and to keep warm.

If Caught Outside,
Find Shelter!

*  Try to stay dry.
*  Cover all exposed body parts.

If no shelter is available...

sorb and reflect heat.

*  Melt snow for drinking water.

Winter Weather Survival Kit

*

*

Compass and road maps

Mobile phone, charger, and
batteries

Blankets/sleeping bags,
and extré cIotI:I)'legJ 8

Flashlight and extra
batteries

First aid kit

High calorie, nonperishable
foods

Small can and waterproof

matches to melt snow for
drinking water

Water container

Sand or cat litter for
traction and a shovel

Tool kit, knife, battery
booster cables, and tow
rope

Windshield scraper

*  Build a lean-to, windbreak, or snow cave for protection from the wind.

* Build a fire for heat and to attract attention. Place rocks around the fire to ab-
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Winter Weather Trivia

1. At which of the following temperatures does water spontaneously freeze?
a. 18°F b. 32°F c. 0°F d. -40°F

Answer: d. Ice always melts at 32°F, but does not always freeze at
32°F. However, at -40°F, water freezes spontaneously.

True or False: It must be 32°F or colder to snow.
Answer: False—It can snow with temperatures in the mid 40s.
On average, one inch of rain is equivalent to how many inches of snow?
a. 10inches b. linch <c. 5inches d. 1 foot

Answer: a. 10 inches of snow melts down to approximately 1 inch of
liquid water on average.

Which of the following is not affected by wind chill?

a. Person b. Dog c. Carradiator d. Bird

Answer: c. Wind chill is the combination of wind and temperature
and is based on the rate of heat loss from exposed skin. As the wind
increases, heat is carried away from the body at an accelerated rate,
driving the body temperature down. Wind chill has no effect on cars
or other objects.
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