
The National Weather Service is on the web at 
www.weather.gov/northplat e   wwwwww..wweeaatthheerr..ggoovv//nnoorrtthhppllaatttttee

Check this out for the latest forecasts and warnings! 
 

WWWiiinnnttteeerrr   WWWeeeaaattthhheeerrr   SSSaaafffeeetttyyy   TTTiiipppsss   

WWWhhheeennn   CCCaaauuuggghhhttt   OOOuuutttsssiiidddeee:::      

 Try to stay dry. 
 Cover all exposed body parts. 
 Build a snow cave for protection from the wind. 
 Build a fire for heat and to attract attention. 
 Place rocks around the fire to absorb and reflect heat. 
 Melt snow to drink – eating snow lowers your body temperature. 

WWWhhheeennn   CCCaaauuuggghhhttt   iiinnn   aaa   VVVeeehhhiiicccllleee:::   

 Stay in your vehicle. 
 Run the motor 10 minutes each hour for 

heat. 
 Open the window slightly to avoid carbon 

monoxide poisoning.  
 Ensure the exhaust pipe is not blocked. 
 Tie a colored cloth to your antenna or 

door. 
 After the snow stops falling, raise your 

hood to indicate help is needed. 
 Move arms and legs vigorously to keep 

blood circulating and to keep warm. 

WWWhhheeennn   CCCaaauuuggghhhttt   IIInnnsssiiidddeee:::   

 When using an alternate heat source, ventilate properly. 
 Close off unneeded rooms. 
 Stuff towels or rags in cracks under doors. 
 Cover windows at night. 
 Hydrate yourself and eat food for energy to keep your body warm. 
 Wear layers of loose-fitting, lightweight, warm clothing. 

 

 

http://www.weather.gov/northplatte
http://www.weather.gov/northplatte


SSStttooorrrmmm   PPPrrreeepppaaarrraaatttiiiooonnn   

FFFooorrr   YYYooouuurrr   HHHooommmeee   aaannnddd   WWWooorrrkkk::: the primary concerns are loss of power, heat, and 
telephone service.  Have available: 

 Flashlight and extra batteries. 
 Battery powered NOAA Weather Radio 

and portable radio. 
 Extra water and high energy food that 

requires no cooking or refrigeration. 
 Extra medicine and baby items. 
 First aid supplies. 
 Heating fuel. 
 Emergency heat source – remember to 

ventilate properly. 
 Fire extinguisher and smoke alarm. 
 Food, water and shelter for pets. 

FFFooorrr   YYYooouuurrr   VVVeeehhhiiicccllleeesss///TTTrrraaavvveeelll::: plan your travel and check the latest weather reports 
to avoid the storm.  Do the following: 

 Avoid traveling alone. 
 Let someone know your route and timetable. 
 Keep your gas tank near full to avoid ice in the tank and fuel lines. 
 Carry a winter survival kit containing: 

 Mobile phone, charger, and batteries 
 Blankets/sleeping bags 
 Flashlight with extra batteries 
 First aid kit 
 Knife 
 High-calorie, non-perishable food 
 Extra clothing to keep dry 
 Large empty can to use as an 

emergency toilet along with paper 
towels 

 Small can and water-proof matches to 
melt snow for drinking 

 Sack of sand or cat litter for traction 
 Shovel 
 Windshield scraper 
 Toolkit 
 Tow rope 
 Battery booster cables 
 Compass and road maps 



FFFooorrr   YYYooouuurrr   RRRaaannnccchhh///PPPeeetttsss:::   

 Move animals to sheltered areas. 
 Haul extra feed to nearby feeding areas. 
 Have water available. 
 Make sure pets have food, water, and shelter. 

DDDrrreeessssss   fffooorrr   ttthhheee   SSSeeeaaasssooonnn:::   

 Wear loose, light-weight, warm clothes in layers.  The trapped air between 
the layers of clothes helps insulate.  The outer garments should be tightly 
woven, water repellent, and hooded.    

 Wear a hat as half your body heat loss can            
be from the head. 

 Cover your mouth to protect your lungs 
from the extreme cold. 

 Mittens which are snug at the wrist are 
better than gloves. 

 Try to stay dry. 

 

WWWiiinnnttteeerrr   WWWeeeaaattthhheeerrr   FFFaaaccctttsss   

 The greatest one day snowfall at Curtis was 21 inches on March 3, 1901. 
 

 About 70% of winter storm related deaths occur in automobiles. 
 

 The temperature hit -41˚ at Hay Springs on February 11, 1899! 
 

 If a person is showing signs of hypothermia, warm the body core before the 
extremities.  Warming the arms and legs first can drive cold blood to the heart 
and can lead to heart failure.  Get the person into dry clothing, wrap them in a 
warm blanket, and give them warm broth to eat. 

 
 The snow measured 29 inches deep at Valentine on February 21, 1936. 

 
 It can “snow” from clear skies as ice crystals can form when temperatures fall 

into the single digits or colder. 
 

 In December 1983, the temperature at North Platte was 0˚F or colder for 7 days 
straight (December 18th through 24th) with the coldest temperature reaching -
34˚F on December 22nd. 

 
 O’Neill only received 4.8 inches of snowfall during the winter of 1999-2000, but 

had 108.5 inches of snowfall the winter of 1983-1984! 



WWWiiinnnttteeerrr   WWWeeeaaattthhheeerrr   WWWaaatttccchhheeesss   aaannnddd   WWWaaarrrnnniiinnngggsss   

OOOuuutttlllooooookkk - Hazardous Weather Outlooks are issued daily and serve as a “heads up” 
that a significant weather event may be possible in the next 2 to 7 days. 

WWWaaatttccchhh – A watch is issued when winter weather events have the potential to 
threaten life and property, but the exact timing and location of the event is 
uncertain.  Watches are normally issued 12 to 48 hours in advance of the storm. 

WWWaaarrrnnniiinnnggg – A warning is issued when winter weather events are occurring or are 
imminent and pose an immediate threat to life and property.  Warnings are 
normally issued 2 to 24 hours in advance of the storm. 

AAAdddvvviiisssooorrryyy – An advisory is issued when winter weather events cause a significant 
inconvenience, but generally are not life threatening.  However, the conditions 
could be life threatening if caution is not exercised. 
 

WWWiiinnnttteeerrr   DDDeeefffiiinnniiitttiiiooonnnsss   

BBBllliiizzzzzzaaarrrddd   WWWaaarrrnnniiinnnggg – Snow and blowing snow with wind speeds of at least 35 mph 
and visibilities less than ¼ mile for a minimum of 3 hours. 

IIIccceee   SSStttooorrrmmm   WWWaaarrrnnniiinnnggg – Freezing rain occurs with ice accumulations of ¼ inch or 
more causing extremely dangerous conditions. 

WWWiiinnnddd   CCChhhiiillllll   WWWaaarrrnnniiinnnggg – Winds of at least 10 mph combine with cold temperatures 
to produce wind chill values of -30˚F or colder. 

WWWiiinnnttteeerrr   SSStttooorrrmmm   WWWaaarrrnnniiinnnggg – A combination of 2 or more of the following will occur: 
 Heavy Snow with accumulations of 6 inches or more in 12 hours or 8 inches 

or more in 24 hours. 
 Snow and blowing snow with widespread visibilities of ¼ mile or less. 
 Freezing rain with ice accumulations of ¼ inch or more. 
 Sleet with accumulations of ½ inch or more. 
 Wind speeds between 25 and 34 mph. 

FFFrrreeeeeezzziiinnnggg   RRRaaaiiinnn   AAAdddvvviiisssooorrryyy – Small accumulations of ice, generally less than ¼ inch. 

WWWiiinnnddd   CCChhhiiillllll   AAAdddvvviiisssooorrryyy – Winds of at least 10 mph combine with cold temperatures 
to produce wind chill values of -20˚F to -29˚F. 

WWWiiinnnttteeerrr   WWWeeeaaattthhheeerrr   AAAdddvvviiisssooorrryyy – A combination of 2 or more of the following occur: 
 Snow accumulations of 3 to 5 inches in 12 hours. 
 Snow and blowing snow with intermittent visibilities of ¼ mile or less. 
 Wind speeds between 25 and 34 mph. 
 Sleet accumulation of less than ½ inch. 
 Light freezing rain with less than ¼ inch ice accumulation. 


