A Look Back at Climatological Winter in Northern Illinois
By Christine Krause, Hydrometeorological Technician

The winter season of 2004-2005 was warmer and wetter than normal at both Rockford and Chicago. Winter is defined as the months of December through February.

Below are graphs generated for the entire period of record for temperatures and precipitation at both Chicago and Rockford.  Normal temperatures and precipitation are averaged from 1971-2000. (Normals for previous years are not available).
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The above graph depicts winter temperatures for Chicago, IL. The purple dashed line
represents the normal temperature for the season, which is 25.5 degrees.
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The above graph depicts winter precipitation for Chicago, IL. The purple dashed line
represents the normal precipitation for the season, which is 5.81inches.
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The above graph depicts winter temperatures for Rockford, IL. The purple dashed line

represents the normal temperature for the season, which is 22.7 degrees.
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The above graph depicts winter precipitation for Rockford, IL. The purple dashed line

represents the normal precipitation for the season, which is 4.81inches.

Looking ahead at Spring…

In the wake of a warmer and wetter than normal winter season, what will the rest of spring hold in store for Northern Illinois?  The graphics below depict a three month outlook for April through June. Meteorological spring is defined as the months of March through May.  All graphics are provided by the Climate Predication Center.
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The above graphic indicates a tendency for below normal temperatures 

for Northern Illinois.
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The above graphic indicates a tendency for above normal precipitation 
for Northern Illinois.

