
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                             Contact: Jessica Robinson    
Tuesday, November 4, 2008                                                            (573) 751-0290 
 

Gov. Blunt Sets Winter Awareness Day, 
Encourages Missouri Families to Plan 

Ahead for Winter Months 
 
            JEFFERSON CITY - Missouri experienced severe winter storms in December, 2007, 
January and February 2008, which knocked out power to hundreds of thousands of citizens and 
caused private property damage. Gov. Matt Blunt today announced that the National Weather 
Service, the State Emergency Management Agency and your local Emergency Management 
Agency set Wednesday, November 19, 2008, as Winter Awareness Day.  
 
            “As we approach winter, this is the perfect time for Missourians to prepare for snow, 
blizzards, ice storms, and freezing weather,” Gov. Blunt said. “Since 2006, Missouri families 
have experienced five massive ice storms which caused power outages for hundreds of thousands 
of citizens and many communities were impacted for days. Some rural residents were without 
electricity for weeks.”  
 
            The winter awareness campaign encourages Missourians to prepare for the winter season 
and reminds them how to protect themselves during a severe winter storm. The two most 
important terms are Winter Storm Watch and Winter Storm Warning.  A Winter Storm Watch 
indicates that severe winter weather may affect your area.  A Winter Storm Warning indicates 
severe winter weather is in the area or expected immediately. 
 
            Gov. Blunt encourages Missourians to prepare for winter by: 
 

• Creating a family emergency plan and creating an emergency kit with additional water 
and food that can be prepared without cooking in case there are power outages. 

• Buying a tone alert weather radio or extra batteries for your regular radio. Listen for 
updates. 

• Securing an alternate fuel source such as firewood or a generator. Make sure your 
fireplace functions properly. If you have a generator, make sure you have fuel and your 
generator functions properly and is only operated in a well-ventilated area. If you have a 
kerosene heater, refuel your heater outside and remember to keep the heater at least 3 feet 
away from flammable objects. 

• Insulating attics and windows. 
• Creating and keeping a winter car kit in the trunk of the car. This includes a blanket, a 

spare radio with batteries, snacks or energy-type food, jumper cables, flares, a shovel, 
sand or shingles to give your tires traction.  

 
            For more information Missouri families are encouraged to visit the following Internet 
sites: 



 
• Missouri’s Ready in 3 program: http://www.dhss.mo.gov/Ready_in_3 
• SEMA: http://sema.dps.mo.gov/semapage.htm then click on the 2008 Winter Awareness 

Link. 
• Missouri Dept of Transportation’s Road Conditions: www.modot.org 
• National Weather Service in St. Louis Winter Campaign: 

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/lsx/?n=winterday 
• NWS’s Winter Deceptive Killer Brochure: 

http://www.weather.gov/os/brochures/winterstorm.pdf 
• FEMA’s Winter Awareness Campaign: http://www.fema.gov/areyouready/winter.shtm 
• DNR/PSC Energy Efficiency Campaign: www.beenergyefficient.org  
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