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SUMMER 2000 NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE FORECAST OFFICE LUBBOCK TEXAS

A Record
Wet June
for Lubbock

Drought Has Ended
over the South Plains

Ower half a foot of rain was recorded
during the month of June at the
official observation site at the Lub-
bock International Airport, 8,48
inches of rainfall fell, which surpassed
the previous record for the month
which was 7.95 inches set back in
1967,

The rain was more than welcome for
area cotton farmers, who are now
hoping for a warm July and

august with plenty of sun and
heating degree units, for optimum
plant growth.

all of the major drought indices are
now near normal for the South Plains
and the Rolling Plains region, includ-
ing the Palmer Index and the Crop
Moisture Index, according to the U5,
Crought Manitor,

Precipitation averaged 2.0 inches
abowve normal for South Plains area
communities during the month of
June.

The long range forecast from the Cli-
mate Prediction Center for the
months of July, August, and
September are for near normal
conditions in terms of both
temperature and precipitation.
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NWS F
Hey Spotters: et

“Thanks!”

. The National Weather Service
relies on its partners in
emergency management and
the media to help get out
severe warnings and keep
communities safe.

. Early, accurate warnings don't
mean anything if they aren't

Although we had a hbelow awverage

severe weather season, hundreds of received by those in harms
spotters across the region assisted the way. Be prepared and listen to
W3S many times. A hearty “thank NOAA Weather Radio. The

newest

you to all the amateur radio operators, )
models of NOAA Weather Radio

firefighters, and law enforcement .

receivers can sound an alert for
officers that .kept an eye-on-the-sky the county in which you live,
when threatening weather developed, and give you a warning even if
you are asleep!

RBCQP 2000 Severe Weather Season

February - An wusually early start to the season ocourred on the 24%,

when thanderstortus cavsed upto golfball size hail and 60 MPH winds

maindy itn Lubbock, Crosbhy, Floyd, and Motley Counties. The 18 reports
March 200 of severe weather was amazing, since there had only been 5 reports of

e e e e severe weather in Febraary in our region since 19501

e e Ilareh - Thetre were 235 reports of ditme- to golfball-size hail and
. . damaging winds on the 21, 22*, and 23, mainly in Lubbock, Denver
- s o w o omos o= Cityr, Tayton, and Tahoka,

Apeil 2000 April - Hail up to golfball size waz reported in 17 locations on the 11
. ard 15%, mainly from Lubbock east to the counties off the Caprock. The
. totith closed with a banz when severe stotime cavged very large hail east
e . of the Caprock. Golfball to baseball size hail fell in Kent, Stonewall,
=t Dickens, King, and Cottle courdies. A separate severs storm dropped up
to golfball size hail from Denver City to O Donnell, then caused wind
datnage it Post.

Wm  Tm W e

Sday 2000
e ; DIy - Typically our busiest month, mach of May 2000 was spent in a
Ce drought. Howevwer, the most active night of the season occurred on MWay
25" when numerous severe storms affected much of the region. There
was a hrief tornado in northerest Lubbock County, seven repotts of hail
larget than golfhalls, and many repotts of ditme- to quattet-size hail
Wind damage oecurred at Pitchfiork Ranch and in Guthiie.

June - Iuch of June was spert in a tropical enviromment, which usaally
leads to heavier raitns bt less hail and tornadoes. Sure enough, many
towens received well abowve average rains. Some severe weather did ocout,
e — though, mainly from Lubbock to 3hallowater to Littlefield on the 11
Datragitig winds atd golfhall-size hail ocoutred in those ateas.
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ormRead

MATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

The MWE has mitiated a new program to help communities prepare themnselves to
handle hazardous weather. The program iz called StormReady and consists of a se-
ries of steps that will help the community respond to tornadoes, floods, winter
storns, etc. Larger cities need to accomplish tany steps to be StormBeady. How-
ever, medmm and smaller towns with fewer resources do not need to do quite as
ruch to be given StormBeady status,

Any commmunity that earns StormBeady certification will be part of a press bnefing
and media event to announce therr accomplishment  Also, the NWS will supply two
StormBeady road signs that the cormunity can use to proudly show off ther accom-
plishments.  If you are mterested, please contact Larry Vannozzi at 806-745-3916
ext. 223 for more details.

A soggy June !!

SOUTH PLAINS TEMP AND PRECIP SUMMARY FOR JUNE 2000
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE LUBBOCHK TX

THE WEATHER ACROSS THE TEXAS S0OUTH PLAIMS DURIMNG THE MONTH OF JUNE 2000 WAS COOLER
AND MUCHWETTER THAN NORMAL TEMPERATURES AVERAGED 1.8 DEGREES BELOW NORMAL AND
RAMNGED FROM 3.3 DEGREES BELOWY NORMAL AT LUBBOCK TO 2 DEGREES ABOWE NORMAL AT
OLTOMN.

MAXIMUM TEMPERATURES AVERAGED 4.8 DEGREES BELOW NORMAL AND RANGED FROM ¥ DE-
GREES BELOWY NORMAL AT SPUR TO 2.4 DEGEEES BELOWY NORMAL AT OLTON. THE HIGHEST TEM-
PERATURE REFORTED DURING THE MONTH YWWAZ 103 DEGREES AT SEMINOLE ON THE 24TH.

MIMIM UM TEMPERATURES AVERAGED 1.2 DEGREES ABOVE MORMAL AND RANGED FROM .3 DE-
GREES BELOWY NORMAL AT LUBBOCK TO 2.8 DEGREES ABOYE NORMAL AT OLTOMN. THE LOWEST
TEMPERATURE REPORTED DURING THE MOMTH WWAS 50 DEGREES AT SILVERTOM OMN DAY 17

FRECIFITATION AVERAGED 2 INCHEZ ABOVE MOREMAL AND REANGED FROM .95 INCHES BELOWY NOR-
mMAL AT PADLUICAH TO B.39 INCHES ABOYWE NORMAL AT TULIA LUBBQCK INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT RE-
CORDED 5.48 INCHES OF RAIN WHICH SET A NEW RECORD RAINFALL FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE...
SURPASSING THE OLD RECORD OF 7.95 INCHES SET IMN 1967,
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The beginning of the
Mational Weather Service

we know today started on
Fehrmary 9th, 1870, when
President Ulysses S, Grant
signed a joint resolution of
Congress authorizing the
Secretary of \War to establish
a national weather service,
This resolution required the
Secretary of War

"to provide for taking mete-
orcfogical ohservations at the
military stations in the inte-
rior of the continent and at
ather

points in the States and Ter-
Fitovies, . and for giving notice
o the northern (Great)
Lakes and on the seacoast by
maghetic teleqranh and rma-
rine sighals, of the approach
and force of stormns”

After much thought and con-
sideration, it was decided
that this agency would be
placed under the Secretary of
War because military disci-
pline would probably secure
the greatest promptess,
regularity, and accuracy in
the required observations.,
Within the Departrent of
War, it was assigned to the
Signal Service Corps under
Brigadier General Albert 1,
Myer. General Meyer gave
the Mational ‘Weather Service
its first name: The Dvvision of
Telegrams and Reports for
the Benefit of Cormrmerce,

Ulysses 5, Grant

Heat Wave Safety
Tips

Slow down. Strenuous activities should be reduced, eliminated, or resched-
uled to the coolest time of the day. Individuals at risk should stay in the cool-
est available place, not necessarily indoors,

Dress for summer. Lightweight, light-colored clothing reflects heat and
sunlight, and helps your body rmairkain normal temperatures,

Put less fuel on your inner fires, Foods (like proteins) that increase
metabolic heat production also increase water loss,

Drink plenty of water or other nonalcoholic fluids. Your body needs
water o keep cool, Drink plenty of fluids even if you don't feel thirsty,

Spend more time in air-conditioned places. &ir conditioning in homes and
other buildings markedly reduces danger from the heat. If you cannot afford an
air conditioner, spending some time each day (during hot weather) in an air
conditioned environment affords some protection,  Don't get too ruch sun,

Sunburn makes the job of heat dissipation that much rmore difficult,

Andy Anderson Retires

On July 3, and era came to an end at the Lubbock NWS office when
Meteorologist-in-Charge Walter B “Andy” Anderson retired.

Andy lead this office throughout the 1980z and 1990s, overseeing dra-
matic changes i personnel and technology. He helped plan and wnple-
ment many tmprovements, imcliding relocating the NWS office from the
atrport to the Science Spectrutn location i 1993, the arnval of the
sophisticated WSR-88D Doppler radar i 1994 and the new computer
system in 1998, Through his ability to fill personnel vacancies with top-
notch employees, Andy was msttumental in keeping this office staffed
with talented and friendly people, which m turn made this a great place
to work.

Andy will be replaced this mmonth by Dawvid “Fusty” Billingsley, A
Texzas A&M graduate with two master's degrees (Meteorology, Com-
puter Science), Eusty 15 transferring from the NWS Office m Boise,
Idaho where he served as the Science and Operations Officer.

Andy has heen the leader of this office for neatly two decades and wnll
certainly be missed. Everyone at the NWES Lubbock office wishes Andy
and Rozalie much happiness i the vears ahead!|
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A Rich Heritage - the National Weather Service

Mational Weather Service history is rich
M with images of scientific accomplishment,
technological innovation and community
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The photos in these archives help tell the
stories of our people and their service to
communities across America, from tele-
graph operators of the Army Signal Ser-
vice in the 1870s to the women who
joined our ranks during Warld War II;
fram pioneers early in the 20th century
whio took advantage of the development
of aviation and wireless radio communi-
cations to the highly-educated scientists
and engineers of today who are coupling
radars, satellites, netwoaorks of observing
systems and advanced computers to de-
liver the warld's best weather and cli-
mate services to our nation.

Wy eather Bureau DC-6 personnel during Project Stormn Fury,

Stormn Fury was a hurricane cloud seeding expernment, )
Location: Miarni, Florida Photo Date: 1966 We hope you enjoy these snapshots of

the heritage of the Weather Bureau and
today's Mational Weather Service, the
source of official forecasts, warnings and
climate outlooks that help us all plan our
daily lives,
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SCR-658 radio direction finder used to tradk radiosonde
balloons. Worman observer indicates WwWII or just after war
time frarne, Warld War I expanded the opportunities for
warnen in the Weather Bureau. Photo Date: 1945-1946

The Weather Bureau Forecast Office,
Location: Washington, 0.2, Photo Date; 1926

These pictutes were taken from the H'W3 Historical Image Collection. Iote pictures like these can be seen online at:
wwrw. photolib noaa govlb_imageshistoreiowsfindex himl
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In This Issue... StormReady program, Project Impact, June Rainfall Stats, and more...

90 Day Precip. Outlook from NCEP's Climate Prediction Center
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Outlook for Rainfall for July, August, September from the Climate Prediction Center. .
Above average rainfall is forecast to our west with near normal amounts across the Vannoz zi
South Plains, and drier than normal weather over the Mississippi valley region.
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