
August 18-19, 2007:  Flash Flooding and Record Rainfall in 
Southern Minnesota 

 
Minnesota 24-Hour Precipitation Record Broken 

  
From 8 AM Saturday, August 18th through 8 AM Sunday, August 19th, the 
NWS cooperative observer one mile south of Hokah, Minnesota (Houston 
County) recorded 15.10 inches of precipitation.  This value was measured 
using an 8-inch diameter stainless steel gage with a holding capacity of 23 
inches.   
 
A member of the State Climate Extremes Committee visited the site on 
Tuesday, August 22nd.  He was satisfied with the location of the gage, that 
proper measuring techniques were followed, and that the data looked 
feasible.  The committee is in agreement that this precipitation value be 
accepted as the new 24-hour precipitation record for Minnesota.  The 
previous 24-hour precipitation record in Minnesota was 10.84 inches at Fort 
Ripley (Crow Wing County) on July 22, 1972.  
 
The Minnesota State Climate Extremes Committee is composed of 
representatives from the National Weather Service (NWS) field offices, 
Minnesota State Climatology Office, Midwestern Regional Climate Center, 
NWS Central Region Headquarters, and the National Climatic Data Center.  
 
Only meteorological observations from weather stations that are 
recognized by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) as official (including Climate Reference Network, Historical 
Precipitation Network, Surface Observation Network and Cooperative 
Observation Network stations) are considered for state records. 
 

...STORM TOTAL RAINFALL FROM FRIDAY EVENING AUGUST 17TH... 
   THROUGH MONDAY MORNING AUGUST 20TH... 
 
LOCATION                   COUNTY              RAINFALL 
...MINNESOTA... 
NEW ULM                    BROWN               7.57 
MORGAN                     REDWOOD             6.46 
MANKATO                    BLUE EARTH          5.88 
REDWOOD FALLS MN ARPT      REDWOOD             4.85 
SPRINGFIELD                BROWN               4.30 
FAIRMONT                   MARTIN              3.99 
HASTINGS L/D 2             DAKOTA              2.80 



MINNEAPOLIS MN ARPT        HENNEPIN            2.65 
EDEN PRAIRIE MN ARPT       HENNEPIN            2.22 
ST PAUL MN ARPT            RAMSEY              1.84 
CHASKA                     CARVER              1.75 
WACONIA                    CARVER              1.70 
CHANHASSEN MN WFO          CARVER              1.68 
MINNEAPOLIS LOWER ST ANT   HENNEPIN            1.43 
ST CLOUD MN ARPT           STEARNS             1.11 
WILLMAR                    KANDIYOHI           1.00 
CRYSTAL MN ARPT            HENNEPIN            0.87 
CARLOS (ALEXANDRIA AREA)   DOUGLAS             0.74 
LITTLE FALLS               MORRISON            0.65 
MORA                       KANABEC             0.64 
LONG PRAIRIE               TODD                0.48 
...WISCONSIN... 
CHIPPEWA FALLS             CHIPPEWA            1.79 
EAU CLAIRE WI ARPT         CHIPPEWA            1.58 
JIM FALLS WI               CHIPPEWA            1.25 
EAU CLAIRE 3SW             EAU CLAIRE          1.22 
ROBERTS                    ST. CROIX           0.90 
 

 
Storm Total Precipitation From August 18-20 



 

Flash Flooding Reports From Sunday, August 19th 

 

PRELIMINARY LOCAL STORM REPORT...SUMMARY 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE TWIN CITIES/CHANHASSEN MN 
545 PM CDT SUN AUG 19 2007 
 
..TIME...   ...EVENT...      ...CITY LOCATION...     ...LAT.LON... 
..DATE...   ....MAG....      ..COUNTY LOCATION..ST.. ...SOURCE.... 
            ..REMARKS.. 
 
0945 PM     HEAVY RAIN       ZUMBROTA                44.29N 92.67W 
08/18/2007  M2.92 INCH       GOODHUE            MN   CO-OP OBSERVER 
 
            RAINFALL AMOUNT FROM THIS MORNING THROUGH 945 PM. 
 
1200 AM     FLASH FLOOD      2 S GOODHUE             44.37N 92.62W 
08/19/2007                   GOODHUE            MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            TOWNSHIP ROADS FLOODED. 
 
1215 AM     FLASH FLOOD      1 W WASTEDO             44.40N 92.87W 
08/19/2007                   GOODHUE            MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            ROADS BARRICADED AT INTERSECTION OF COUNTY ROADS 1 AND 9 
            DUE TO HIGH WATER. 
 



1215 AM     FLASH FLOOD      2 NW HADER              44.39N 92.83W 
08/19/2007                   GOODHUE            MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            INTERSECTION OF HIGHWAY 52 AND 100TH AVENUE BARRICADED 
            DUE TO FLOODING. 
 
1230 AM     FLASH FLOOD      MONTGOMERY              44.44N 93.58W 
08/19/2007                   LE SUEUR           MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            HIGHWAY 13 BARRICADED NEAR MONTGOMERY. 
 
1230 AM     FLASH FLOOD      2 S HENDERSON           44.50N 93.91W 
08/19/2007                   SIBLEY             MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            HIGHWAY 93 BARRICADED NEAR THE RAILROAD BRIDGE. 
 
1230 AM     FLASH FLOOD      LE SUEUR                44.46N 93.91W 
08/19/2007                   LE SUEUR           MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            A FEW ROADS BARRICADED NEAR LE SUEUR. 
 
1230 AM     FLASH FLOOD      ST PETER                44.33N 93.96W 
08/19/2007                   NICOLLET           MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            WATER COVERED HIGHWAY 22 ON NORTH SIDE OF TOWN. WATER HAD 
            RECEDED BY 125 AM. 
 
1255 AM     FLASH FLOOD      OWATONNA                44.09N 93.22W 
08/19/2007                   STEELE             MN   NWS EMPLOYEE 
 
            WATER ABOVE CURBS AT SEVERAL INTERSECTIONS AND COMPLETELY 
            ACROSS A FEW ROADS. WATER UP TO CAR DOORS. MAPLE CREEK AT 
            DARTTS PARK THREE TIMES AS WIDE AS NORMAL. 
 
0130 AM     FLASH FLOOD      NEW ULM                 44.31N 94.46W 
08/19/2007                   BROWN              MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            STREET FLOODING. SEVERAL CARS STRANDED AROUND NEW ULM. 
 
0145 AM     FLASH FLOOD      WASECA                  44.08N 93.50W 
08/19/2007                   WASECA             MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            STREET FLOODING. TWO VEHICLES STRANDED. 
 
0145 AM     FLASH FLOOD      NORTH MANKATO           44.18N 94.03W 
08/19/2007                   NICOLLET           MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            STREET FLOODING. FEW CARS STRANDED. 
 
0145 AM     FLASH FLOOD      MANKATO                 44.17N 93.99W 
08/19/2007                   BLUE EARTH         MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            STREET FLOODING. COUPLE OF CARS STRANDED. 
 
0158 AM     FLASH FLOOD      WASECA                  44.08N 93.50W 
08/19/2007                   WASECA             MN   TRAINED SPOTTER 
 



            WHOLE BASEMENT IS FLOODED. WATER CAME IN THROUGH WINDOWS 
            AND DOWNSTAIRS DOOR. 
 
0200 AM     FLASH FLOOD      MORGAN                  44.42N 94.92W 
08/19/2007                   REDWOOD            MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            8 INCHES OF WATER AT THE INTERSECTION OF HIGHWAY 67 AND 
            68 IN THE CITY OF MORGAN. 
 
0254 AM     FLASH FLOOD      MANKATO                 44.17N 93.99W 
08/19/2007                   BLUE EARTH         MN   TRAINED SPOTTER 
 
            SEVERAL INCHES OF RAIN COVERING STREETS AND LOW LYING 
            AREA 
 
0400 AM     FLASH FLOOD      ST PETER                44.33N 93.96W 
08/19/2007                   NICOLLET           MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            SOME ROAD WASHOUTS AND SOME TREES DOWN 
 
0400 AM     FLASH FLOOD      OWATONNA                44.09N 93.22W 
08/19/2007                   STEELE             MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            PARTS OF OWATONNA UNDER WATER. LOTS OF FLOODING. SOME 
            BASEMENT WALLS COLLAPSING. 2 HOTELS EVACUATED. 
 
0400 AM     FLASH FLOOD      OWATONNA                44.09N 93.22W 
08/19/2007                   STEELE             MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            REPORTS THAT PARTS OF CITY UNDER WATER, LOTS OF FLOODING. 
            SOME BASEMENT WALLS COLLAPSING. 2 HOTELS EVACUATED 
 
0400 AM     FLASH FLOOD      ST PETER                44.33N 93.96W 
08/19/2007                   NICOLLET           MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            SOME ROAD WASHOUTS AND SOME TREES DOWN. 
 
0400 AM     FLASH FLOOD      ST PETER                44.33N 93.96W 
08/19/2007                   NICOLLET           MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            SOME ROADS WASHED OUT AND SOME TREES DOWN 
 
0400 AM     FLASH FLOOD      OWATONNA                44.09N 93.22W 
08/19/2007                   STEELE             MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            PARTS OF CITY OF OWATONNA UNDER WATER. LOTS OF FLOODING. 
            SOME BASEMENT WALLS COLLAPSING. 2 HOTELS EVACUATED 
 
0400 AM     HEAVY RAIN       2 S ST CLAIR            44.05N 93.86W 
08/19/2007  M4.56 INCH       BLUE EARTH         MN   TRAINED SPOTTER 
 
            RAIN FELL FROM 230 AM TO 4 AM. 
 
0455 AM     FLASH FLOOD      WELLS                   43.74N 93.73W 
08/19/2007                   FARIBAULT          MN   LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
            COUPLE OF STREETS UNDER 2 FEET OF WATER 



 
0500 AM     HEAVY RAIN       NEW ULM                 44.31N 94.46W 
08/19/2007  E5.00 INCH       BROWN              MN   TRAINED SPOTTER 
 
            OFF DUTY LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL REPORTED RAIN GAGE 
            FULL AND CONTINUES TO RAIN. 
 
0730 AM     HEAVY RAIN       NEW ULM                 44.31N 94.46W 
08/19/2007  M6.82 INCH       BROWN              MN   CO-OP OBSERVER 
 
0759 AM     HEAVY RAIN       1 N MINNESOTA LAKE      43.85N 93.83W 
08/19/2007  M5.32 INCH       BLUE EARTH         MN   TRAINED SPOTTER 
 
0811 AM     HEAVY RAIN       OWATONNA                44.09N 93.22W 
08/19/2007  M6.47 INCH       STEELE             MN   CO-OP OBSERVER 
 
0913 AM     HEAVY RAIN       2 NNE HAYWARD           43.68N 93.23W 
08/19/2007  M5.00 INCH       FREEBORN           MN   PUBLIC 
 
            REPORT RELAYED BY BROADCAST MEDIA. 3.25 INCHES FELL BY 4 
            PM YESTERDAY...WITH ADDITIONAL 1.75 INCHES SINCE THEN. 
 
0953 AM     HEAVY RAIN       WELLS                   43.74N 93.73W 
08/19/2007  M6.20 INCH       FARIBAULT          MN   CO-OP OBSERVER 
 
            5.50 INCHES FELL SINCE 8 PM...WITH 0.70 INCHES BEFORE 
            THAT. 
 
1003 AM     HEAVY RAIN       5 E COMFREY             44.11N 94.80W 
08/19/2007  M3.30 INCH       BROWN              MN   TRAINED SPOTTER 
 
1021 AM     HEAVY RAIN       NEW ULM                 44.31N 94.46W 
08/19/2007  M5.75 INCH       BROWN              MN   TRAINED SPOTTER 
 
            SPOTTER IS ON THE SOUTH END OF TOWN. 
 
1038 AM     HEAVY RAIN       GOODHUE                 44.40N 92.62W 
08/19/2007  M5.30 INCH       GOODHUE            MN   PUBLIC 
 
            MEASURED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF TOWN. 
 
1147 AM     HEAVY RAIN       8 N NICOLLET            44.39N 94.19W 
08/19/2007  M5.07 INCH       NICOLLET           MN   TRAINED SPOTTER 
 
            SPOTTER LIVES IN NEW SWEDEN TOWNSHIP. 1.02 INCHES FELL 
            PRIOR TO 5 PM YESTERDAY...WITH THE REMAINING 4.05 INCHES 
            THROUGH THIS MORNING. SPOTTER REPORTED THAT THE HEAVIEST 
            RAIN FELL AROUND 1130 PM LAST NIGHT. 
 
0126 PM     FLASH FLOOD      ST JAMES                43.98N 94.63W 
08/19/2007                   WATONWAN           MN   TRAINED SPOTTER 
 
            AS MUCH AS 2 TO 3 FEET OF WATER REPORTED ACROSS STREETS 
            IN TOWN. AROUND 4 FEET OF WATER BENEATH AN UNDERPASS ON 
            1ST AVENUE SOUTH ALSO IN TOWN. 
 



0534 PM     HEAVY RAIN       ST JAMES                43.98N 94.63W 
08/19/2007  M6.75 INCH       WATONWAN           MN   TRAINED SPOTTER 
 
            SPOTTER REPORTED 6.75 INCHES OF RAIN HAS FALLEN SINCE 
            THIS MORNING. HIS TOTAL RAINFALL SINCE LAST NIGHT HAS 
            BEEN 7.75 INCHES. 
 


