Your NWS Forecast Tutorial:

Exploring different ways to getyour forecast!

The National Weather Service has different
formats in which you can obtain a forecast
for your area.

This presentation will explore the myriad

of ways you can obtain this information in
many different forms.

When working on the forecast, NWS forecasters spend most of
their time manipulating data for several weather el  ements over the
course of the next 7 days.

Each local NWS forecast office generates a complete digital
forecast database (grids) for their area of respons  ibility. These
digital databases are available on the internet.
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It starts with the first 48 hours of the
forecast. You can move forward or
back 2 days at a time, or pick atime to
start the 48 hour forecast.
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As you roll your mouse on the graph,

a readout of the information will be

displayed below the graph. To be able
: to see this readout easier, choose less
= elements on the graph to display.
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Ternperature: 58 °F Dewpoint: 53 °F  Wind Chill: N Surface Wind: N Smph
Sky Cover 61%  Precipitation Potential 14%  Relative Humidity: 83%
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Har 1




Local forecast by
"“City, 5t" or Zip Code

[Cip 5t | Go |
XML pss Feeds

Current Hazards
WatchesWarnings
Outlooks
Submit Report

Current Conditions
Observations
Radar
Satellite
Observed Precip

Forecasts
Forecast Discussion
Local Area
Activity Planner
Aviation Weather
Fire Weather
Marine Weather
Severe Weather
Winter Weather
Hurricane Center

Hydrology
Rivers & Lakes

Climate
Local
Hational
Drought
More...

Weather Safety
Preparedness
Weather Radio
StormReady
SkyWarn

Additional Info
tems of Interest
Education Resources
Coop Observer
Top Hews Archives
Our Office

Santant ln

Paducah, KY

Home Site Map Mews Organization
Top Hews of the Day

& Latest drought information statement as of Oct. 8
& Burn bans are in effect for some local communities

FORECAST-AT-A-GLANCE
FADUCAH

Weather Map

—-rom the NWS
Paducah
nomepage,
simply click on
the Forecast
Graphics tab.

g ‘;’




ow to use

National Weather Serv_.._l. | nd out what the forecast
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric AdminIStratio

./  National Weather Service XC can look at 3 different views:
ﬁb AILY, WEEKLY and a LOOP.

WEEKLY: Provides an entire
week of forecasts for a few
weather elements at a tirrl_e.

Click Previous/More &
at the either the top or the
b@ﬂgm of each table to see
jifferent forecast weather
' elements, or click on
Xpand" to show more
forecast elements.
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like to see a
different
region of the
country.
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forecast area.
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Eastern States

Western States
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Pacific Northwest
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4 '_ I If you click on the button labeled
Organization “Get Text Forecast”, there are three
options:

Click On Image:

Simply click on the image to the
right to obtain the forecast for that
point. | ‘

ey RI& " Enter a Latitude, Longitude:

CTue

& s raacan o .4 Enter your lat/lon and then click
“Get Forecast”.

) Return to W w (%) Get Forecast
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This key may help

Mational Digital Forecast Database Wind Speed & Direction :
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L] wam St Froezh Drczke N S
Snow
- SW, S Snow Showers, Snow : :I 55 Knots I n St
Obstructi To Visi Barbs point to direction wind is coming from.

|:| F e nFo;smn (1 Enot=1.15mpn) | B h OW tO rea
I:I H Haze d
- K Smoke WI n S p " V.
- BS, BD Blowing Snow, Blowing Dust d I re Ctl O n are al SO
. Weather Intensity: - Light  + Heawy AT d Isplayed here .
5_@ Weather Probability: Darker shades indicate g&;
—_— higher probability Haound
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[English Units - Click to Change]

The “Element” determines

Element Min Max Element Min Max

Temperature [("F) [+~] 78 to 88 Surface Wind Direction [+ to Wthh Weather parameters you
Relative Humidity [+~] 20 to 25 Sk Cioner [+ to

Surface Wind Speed (mph) ] 5 to 8 Frecipitation Fotential [+ to Want to knOW abOUt'

Fead watches
: ) m Latitudel ongitude Entry . .
u:z::;z?.sef decimal degrees (ie. 42.134) ar .Then, elther CI |Ck your
Flood Warning - deg min sec {ie 42 23 34)

e oz saner ] Loude location on the map or enter the
Short Term Forecast [ Use "™ (negative sign) in SpeCIfIC IatItUde and |0ng|tUde
Inngitudefarelfnﬁzgar;feinWestern and hlt Smelt-

Longitude:
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Tuesday, Octoher 12 at 7pm 48-hr Element Meteorogram

Temperature: 70 °F  Surface Wind: W 3mph
Felative Humidity: 51 %

Hazardous weather condition(s):
Hazardous Weather Outlook
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Weather Forecast for Mon, Oct 11, 2010, issued 929 PM EDT

2
DOCNOAATMNWSNCEP! Hy(lrometeorolo ical Prediction Center
Prepared by Hamrick based on HPC, SPC, and TPC forecasts

@ere are three formats in which you
a

n view the forecast:

7-day County Zone Forecast Product:
Highlights the expected sky condition,
probability and type of precipitation,
visibility restrictions, and temperature
affecting each county for each 12- hour
period out through 7 days.

elements.
o, m

Point Forecast Matrices (PFM):

Highly detailed forecast data for specific
cities, in 3, 6, and 12-hour intervals through
7 days. This allows for an at-a-glance view o
a large number of forecast elements.
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Local forecast by
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Forecasts
Forecast Discussion
Local Area
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Aviation Weather
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TONIGHT...PARTLY CLOUDY EARLY IN THE EVENING THEN BECOMING
MOSTLY CLOUDY. ISOLATED SHOVERS AND THUNDERSTORMS EARLY IN THE
EVENING. LOWS IN THE MID 505. CALM VINDS. CHANCE OF PRECIPITATION
20 FERCENT.

S ey TUESDAY. . .MOSTLY CLOUDY WITH A 20 PERCENT CHANCE OF SHOVERS.

IS (HETHET HIGHS IN THE LOVER S0S. CALM WINDS.

Hydrology .TUESDAY NIGHT...MOSTLY CLOUDY WITH A 20 PERCENT CHANCE OF

Rivers & Lakes SHOWERS. LOWS IN THE MID 505. CALN WINDS IN THE EVENING BECOMING

Climate NORTH AROUMD 5 MPH AFTER MIDNIGHT.

Local .VEDNESDAY...PARTLY SUNNY WITH A 20 PERCENT CHANCE OF SHOVERS.

Hational HIGHS IN THE UFFER 70%. NORTH WINDZ AROUND 5 MPH.

Drought .WEDNESDAY NIGHT...PARTLY CLOUDY. LOWS IN THE UFFER 405. NORTH

T WINDS AROUND 5 MPH.

.THURSDAY. . . SUNNY. HIGHS AROUND 70.

.THURSDAY NIGHT...CLEAR. LOWS IN THE LOVER 405.

.FRIDAY...MOSTLY SUNNY. HIGHS IN THE MID 703.

.FRIDAY NIGHT THROUGH MONDAY...CLEAR. LOWS 44 TO 50. HIGHS IN THE

UPFER. 70%.
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Additional Info a5
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