General Red Flag Warning Criteria: 
20 Ft wind>=20 mph 
RH<=25 pct 
10hr Fuel derived from RAWS site <  9% 

Fire Weather Watches and Red Flag Warnings can be issued at fire weather forecaster discretion in coordination with federal and/or state wildland fire agencies.

Other notes concerning warning criteria: 

There is no criterion for the duration of these parameters. 

Generally WFO Springfield will issue Red Flag Warnings only when vegetation is dormant or emerging, basically after the first killing frost in October until mid-late April. In general the window would be Oct 15-Apr 30. There may be cases during unusual drought, heat, and wind where we might issue outside of this time period, but that would be extremely rare. Light fuels/grasses would really need to dry out and go dormant and larger 100 hour, 1000 hour, 10000 hour fuels would need to be dryer than normal.  

Fuel Moisture Issues: WFO Springfield will also not to issue warnings too soon after a snow melt or widespread heavy rain, especially in winter months when it takes a long time for leaf litter to dry out, especially on north facing slopes. 

Borderline criteria: WFO Springfield may deviate from the stated criteria for Red Flag Warnings in areas of exposed one hour fuels (grassland areas) which are very wind/humidity sensitive, especially in drought conditions. This would most often be the northwest half of the forecast area, especially in southeast KS and the Osage Plains region of west central Missouri. Periods of very high winds (> 30 mph) and moderate humidity (25-35%) can lead to an extreme fire danger. In general, we will issue more Red Flag Warnings over southeast Kansas and western/central Missouri counties versus the more densely forested eastern Missouri Ozarks.

Red Flag Warnings may be issued at the request of federal and/or state land management. The request must come from the Missouri-Iowa Interagency Coordination Center (http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/marktwain/fire/momoc/)  which is located at the Mark Twain National Forest Headquarters in Rolla, MO (Phone:  866-800-8595/573-341-7484 or 7455 Fax:  573-426-6800). 

