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 Your National Weather Service office in Ruskin, FL not only watches the sky for 

approaching severe weather, they routinely monitor the seas and beach areas as well.  Each 

morning NWS Ruskin meteorologists issue a Surf Zone Forecast that highlights the weather you 

can expect at area beaches, including water conditions such as wave height and whether rip 

currents will be possible.  You can view these forecasts by following this link: 

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/productview.php?pil=SRFTBW&max=10.  Area lifeguard teams from 

Clearwater Beach to Manasota Key send in routine wave height and rip current information to 

the NWS in Ruskin.  This “beach-level” information is incorporated into the Surf Zone Forecast 

as well as any necessary advisory products, public information statements, and hazardous 

weather outlooks. 

 Beach lifeguard teams are crucial to providing real-time wave and rip current conditions, 

in addition to their most important tasks of keeping you safe and informed while you enjoy 

area beaches.  Senior Forecaster Mike Cantin visited Joe Lain and the crew at Clearwater Beach 

and discussed tips on how to recognize rip currents and signs of severe weather.  During the 

presentation there were several good discussions on how best to stay safe while enjoying 

Florida’s beautiful beaches (especially as the Gulf waters warm). 

 The best thing you can do is to only swim at beaches where and when lifeguards are 

present.  If you are unsure of your ability to swim in the ocean safely, it would be best to air on 

the side of caution and stay out of the water.  Always heed lifeguard warnings and learn what 

the various beach safety flags mean.  More information can be found here:  www.usla.org. 

 By working together your National Weather Service office in Ruskin and the highly 

trained and energized lifeguard crews along the Gulf Coast, hope to keep you safer during this 

and future beach going seasons.  Always check the forecast, and heed any posted or 

communicated warnings about surf/water conditions.  Know before you go, and enjoy your 

day! 
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