


Introductions

ωName

ωCall sign / ID

ωGroup Representing

ωComments?



Outline
ωNWS Background
ωInformation / spotter reports
ωOpen Discussion
ωStorm-Based Warnings
ωмέ Iŀƛƭ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ
ωSevere Weather Climatology
ωRadar Basics
ωOperations tour ςif interested



National Weather Service



National Weather Service

ωMission:

ςProvide warnings and 
ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘǎ ǘƻΧ

ωProtect life and property

ωEnhance national economy

ωLarge variety of hazards

ωTake job very seriously



National Weather Service



NWS National Centers



River Forecast Centers



County Warning Areas

La Crosse

Green Bay

Duluth

Milwaukee

Minneapolis

Des Moines
Davenport

Chicago



NWS La Crosse

ω24 hour operations

ω23staff members

ω2-3 per shift

ωContinuous Weather 
Watch



Staffing
ωMeteorologist-in-Charge / Admin

ωProgram Managers

ςWarning Coordination Meteorologist

ςScience and Operations Officer

ςService Hydrologist

ωForecasters (9)

ωHydrometTechnicians

ωElectronics / IT



Duties
ωSevere weather warnings

ωFollow-up statements & information
ωPublic Forecasts
ωAviation Forecasts
ωHydrology (river monitoring/forecasts)
ωFire Weather
ωClimate / Data collection
ωNOAA Weather Radio
ωPublic Service
ωResearch / Surveys



Partners
ωEmergency Management

ωLaw Enforcement

ωMedia

ωFire Departments

ωAmateur Radio

ωStorm spotters

ωUSGS / Corps. Of Engineers

ωVolunteers

ωhǘƘŜǊǎΧ


