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National Weather Service
ωMission:

ςtǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘǎ ǘƻΧ

ωProtect life and property

ωEnhance national economy

ωTypical year brings:

ς7 hurricanes

ς1000 tornadoes

ς5000 floods

ς10,000 violent thunderstorms

ς9ǘŎΧ
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County Warning / Service Areas

La Crosse

Green Bay

Duluth

Milwaukee

Minneapolis

Des Moines

Davenport Chicago
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NWS La Crosse

ω24 hour operations

ω22 staff members

ω2-3 per shift

ςMore coverage during 
active weather

Continuous Weather 
Watch !!
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Weather Radar History

ωWorld War II radar technology

ω1946 ςAPQ-13s / CPS-9s

ω1959 ςWSR-57s
ςNetwork/53

ςHurricane / Tornado emphasis

ςCamera added

ω1976 ςWSR-74s
ςLocal Warning
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WSR-88D (Doppler)

ωDevelopment 1960-1980

ωFirst ςTwin Lakes, OK

ςFall 1990

ςKARX ςFeb.1996

ωColor imagery

ωDoppler data

ωHigher resolution

ωScanning strategies


