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Spring and Summer Weather Safety 4y Jennifer

Ritterling 7 Forecaster

As temperatures warm and as picnic shelters are not  Flash Flooding

flowers bloom, western Kan- adequate protection.

sas begins to hear the rumbles ®  Never drive through

of thunder that usher in severe Once you hear thunder, flood waters. Remember:

weather season. Many the lightning is close Turn Around, Donbd
schools, businesses, and fami- enough to strike you. It Drown

is best to get into shelter
and stay there 30 minutes

past the last rumble of evacuate to higher
thunder. ground, abandoning vehi-

cles if necessary.

lies use this time of year to
review their tornado safety
procedures. However, torna-
does are not the only threat
that arrives with the warm
season. Flash Flooding, exces-
sive heat, and lightning from
garden variety thunderstorms
can all present hazards to the
public. Itis a good idea to
keep in mind these safety tips
during the spring and summer. e  Once inside, avoid talk-

ing on the telephone or Tornadoes

taking a bath or shower.

e If caught in rising water,

e  Enclosed vehicles can
provide protection. The
lightning charge goes
around the metal frame of flooded rural roads

the car instead of through quickly and be unable to
you. stop.

e  Be very wary at night.
Drivers could come upon

Lightning The charge could travel ~ ®  Getto the lowest level.
_ _ through phone lines or If a basement is not avail-
*  When you hear lightning, water pipes. able, a small interior
the best place to be is room such as a bathroom
indoors. The building or closet can provide
should be fully enclosed, shelter.
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Spring and Summer Safety (continued from page 1)

e  Dress in light weight, light colored
clothing.

e  Drink lots of water and other non -
alcoholic beverages.

e  Cover up and wear sunscreen to pre-
vent sunburn. A bad sunburn is not
only extremely uncomfortable, but
can make heat dissipation worse.

e \When a person gets very weak with
heavy sweating, pale and clammy
skin, and sometimes fainting and
nausea, they are experiencing HEAT
EXHAUSTION. Try to move the vic-
tim out of the sun, lay them down in
the air conditioning, and give them
sips of fluids.

Photo by Mike Umscheid fi Lead Forecaster

e |f a person is not sweating, has dry
More photos at http://www.underthemeso.com hot skin, very high (greater than 106
degrees) body temperature, and loses
consciousness, this is HEAT

[ Even in a basement, it is best to get e Slow down. Take frequent breaks STROKE. lItis very dangerous and
underneath something sturdy such as a and get into air conditioned areas. the victim needs medical attention
large piece of furniture or a stairwell. Try to plan outdoor activities for the immediately. While waiting for help,

move them to a cooler environment

early morning or evening hours
when temperatures are cooler. and sponge them down. Do not try
and give them liquids orally.

®  Mobile homes are easily rolled during
tornadoes. They need to be abandoned
for sturdier shelter.

e  People in vehicles need to get to Temperature (°F)
the nearest shelter. Highway
overpasses are not good shelter. 80 82 84 86 88 90 92 94 96 98 100 102 104 106 108 110
As an absolute last resort, get into T R Ty
a ditch and cover your head. 40 180 81 83 85 8 91 94 OF 01 o] ‘ :
45 |80 82 84 87 89 93 96 1000
50 |81 83 85 88 91 95
&
_ e |55 (81 84 86 97
Excessive Heat 2
In an average year, about 175 people T S0 JEE s
in the United States die from heat g 65 | 82 85 89
related illnesses. Due to sweatbe- I
coming less efficient at cooling the g 70 (835 8 90
body when the relative humidity is = 75 |84 88 92
high, humid days can be even more @
stressful. Meteorologists use the 14 80 |84 89 94
Heat Index or oap 86 |85 90 96
tured to account
humidity and heat on the body. The 90 |56
chart can be seen on the right. The 95 | 86 93 100 108
chart was designed for conditions 147
with shade and light wind. Full 100 | 57 95 103

sunshine and hot winds will make

the stress worse. When the tempera- Likelihood of Heat Disorders with Prolonged Exposure or Strenuous Activity
ture and or heat index s high: Caution Bxtreme Caution  ® Danger M Extreme Danger

]
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Cooperative Observer News

by Jesse Leeri Observing Program Leader

STATION VISITS

Station visits have already begun for the
spring and will continue into the summer.
We will clean the outside temperature
sensors and level the rain gages. The auto-
mated rain gages will be summarized dur-
ing the early part of May. If you need any
supplies or equipment moved or ;
worked on, please give us a call at 2800
-824-9943. Ask for Jesse Lee or Duane
Wolfe. If neither one of us are here you

can leave a message and we will get

back to you. My e-mail address is |
jesse.l ee@noaa. gov
duane.wolfe@noaa.gov.

AWARDS

There will be three major length -of-
service awards given out this year. Ella
Mae Julian near Big Bow will have 65
years of service in May, Joy Cudney
near Trousdale 60 years in December
and J. Hayes Baldwin of Kalvesta 50
years in December. Congratulations to
these long time and dedicated observ-
ers.

Other awards presented for length-
of-service this year include:

15 Years

Brad & Paula Hinkle of Liberal in
September

10 Years

Mary Cunningham of Wakeeney in
December

Judy & Jerry Bernbeck of Utica in
December

Brett Carlson of Bison in August

Keith & Patsy Austin of Bucklin in
November

WXCODER
NEW OBSERVERS

For those who do not use the weather
coder program, you may use it if you have
a computer with internet and want to
report your weather data every day. This
is a website where you may enter data and
it will allow us to incorporate your station
- data in our daily report. If you are inter-
ested in using this program, please give
me a call and | will get you signed up on
it. For those who routinely use the pro-
y . gram, you no longer have to mail the B91
\;( form to us. We can download your data

David Spalsbury near Brownell has re-
placed Tony & Loretta Basgall in January.
We welcome David into the Cooperative
Weather Observer Program.

) from the program. At the end of the

, month, please check your form for any
missing entries. In the event there is no
.| precipitation, enter a zero instead of leav-
ing the entry blank.

WEATHER FORMS AND ENVELOPES

U § WEATHER BUREAU
CO OPERATIVE STATION

GRANGER
UTAM

| will mail three more envelopes in April
and again in July for each cooperative

“ station that still mail their forms and keys
into me. National Weather Service Head-
quarters is in the process making new
envelopes, therefore | am sending out a

small quantity of supplies.

Cooperative Weather Station circa 1930

NOAA Photo Library

8 INCH STANDARD RAIN GAUGES

If you have not already done so, you may
place the inner tube back in the gage and
put the funnel on top.

Page 3

Wild West Weather



Blizzard

Re mi

nds Us:

by Tom Wright , Forecaster

Wi nter O0Ai

nt

After a rather mild winter with record low
snowfall, the blizzard that blew through
Southwest Kansas on March 27 and 28h
served to remind us how severe winter
weather can be on the high plains. The
NWS Office in Dodge City recorded 12.6
inches of snowfall during the storm which
was the sixth largest snowstorm ever and
the third largest ever in March. But the
show totals at Dodge City paled in com-
parison to the whopping 1.5 to 2 foot
snowfall reports that came in from coun-
ties south and east of Dodge City. As if
the heavy
north winds of 40 -50 mph whipped the
show into whiteouts and produced colos-
sal drifts that inundated roads and
brought many Southwest Kansas cities
and towns to a standstill.

snow wasnot

Perhaps the most important reminder the
storm provided, however, was that not
only can severe winter weather happen
during the spring, it is actually more likely
at this time of year than any other. As
evidence of the fact, five of the seven larg-
est snowstorms of all time in Dodge City
have occurred during March or April.
During the spring, the warmer (and usu-
ally more moist) air from the south begins
its inevitable push northward while at the
same time, cold winter air refuses to give
way. It is this clash of air masses that pro-
duces our severe spring weather. Until the
warmer air begins to win out (usually in
May), blizzards like our recent March one
remain possible.

Spring Snows in Dodge City
March 1957 had 18.5 inches be-
tween the 22nd and 25th. 24.3
inches fell during the month of
March in 1924.

April 7 -9, 1938, a blizzard brought
14.3 inches of snow with drifts up
to 8 to 10 feet.

May had snow for two consecutive
years: 0.9 inches fell on May 3,
1978 and 0.3 inches fell on May 4,
1979

Photo by Scott Reiter, Information Technology Officer
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