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On Thursday, March 6, 2014 the National Weather Service (NWS) offices serving Iowa are scheduled to
release an updated spring flood outlook. The outlook for NWS Des Moines is linked from the News
section at the top of its Web page at http://www.weather.gov/desmoines .
The outlook issued by NWS Des Moines is only for the NWS Des Moines service area. For other areas
of Iowa refer to the outlooks from the other NWS offices serving Iowa. Maps showing NWS service
areas in Iowa as well as the Mississippi and Missouri River basins are provided in this document.
The March 6th outlook is the last scheduled spring flood outlook for the season. Beginning in early April
the NWS will resume issuing monthly probabilistic outlooks. These outlooks cover three-month periods
and are normally issued around the first of each month. You may also refer to the NWS Des Moines Web
site for more information.
Supplemental maps and graphics concerning the risk of flooding are available on the NWS Des Moines
Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service /AHPS/ Web page at
http://water.weather.gov/ahps2/index.php?wfo=dmx . On that page click on the tab above the map
labeled Experimental Long-Range Flood Risk.

Here are some over-arching key points:








The risk of flooding through early June is currently near or below normal at most locations.
This outlook incorporates current hydrologic conditions as well as the assumption of near normal
weather conditions through early June. If weather conditions deviate from near normal then the
risk portrayed in this outlook may be different than indicated. For example, if weather conditions
are wetter than normal then the actual risk of flooding would be higher than indicated in this
outlook.
Significant spring flooding in central Iowa typically requires a heavy rainfall component in
addition to snowmelt. It is rare to see significant spring flooding due to snowmelt alone.
Ground frost depth is currently much greater than it has been over the past several years. This
deep ground frost may result in an increased risk of flooding due to runoff from snowmelt or
rainfall until the ground thaws.
Ice jams may result in localized but significant flooding including both river flooding and flash
flooding. Ice jam flooding is not included in this outlook.

Here are some key points concerning the Missouri River basin from Iowa upstream:



The current snow pack in the mountains is near normal. There is generally little snow in the
plains.
Soil moisture is much above normal across much of Montana and Wyoming and well as western
portions of the Dakotas. It is near to below normal elsewhere.




The latest hydrologic projections indicate little chance of significant flooding due to snowmelt
alone.
Spring rains typically result in minor to moderate flooding in southern third of basin, which is
approximately downstream from Omaha, Nebraska.

Here are the Web sites for the NWS offices that serve Iowa:






NWS Des Moines, IA: http://www.weather.gov/desmoines
NWS La Crosse, WI: http://www.weather.gov/lacrosse
NWS Omaha, NE: http://www.weather.gov/omaha
NWS Quad Cities, IA/IL: http://www.weather.gov/quadcities
NWS Sioux Falls, SD: http://www.weather.gov/siouxfalls
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