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Death Rides Flood Waters

13 Known Dead and 6 Still Missing

Raging Torrents Sweep Down

Without Warning; Hundreds
Trapped While They Sleep

Death List Mounts to 168 m[Aged Couple Ride

Valley With

Many Still

Unaccounted For

Know Dead In Lom! Avea

Edward Walter Pettit, 18.
Aloert Pettit, 13.

James Peitit, 11,
LaVeta Alice Pettit 9.
Lee Pettit,
Motgh 1 Themi.s Pettit, 4.
Lols Bt
o Do, 51
Ay Sacvey ‘Barnha
‘Blanche H dmg, Sisle, Colo, 5,
Ora Davs, 8.

Missing and almost certainly lost:

B. D. Faylor,
Mrs. B. D. Faylor, 45.
Bud Faylos, 19. [

Pete Courtright, 15.

Heavy rains, downpowrs and cloud-
bursts last Thursday night and Friday
morning united in bringing about the
greatest flood in all Republican valley|
history and with it the destruction of
life and property on a scale never be-
fore equalled in Southwestern Nebras-

a.
Estimates of possible loss of life

sy csunijeions] will reach muen
and possibly twenty persons.
oren "more a8 eimata. the
destruction to lands and live stock that
the floods caused. Amidst all of the
uncertainity and confusion, one thing
is sure and that is that Nebraska has
mever seen anything that even ap-
proached it before.

e thing that brought about the
loss of life and destruction of live
stock to Dundy county was the sud-

ost perfect day and the

eight ovclock the
were overcast with a black
denseness that the eye could not pen-
etrate for a distance of even inches.
Shortly after that a heavy rain began,
fallng. Large nall stones were.re-
ceived in considerable numbers but
ibin thememes dig e damage.
By ten o'clock torrents of water were
flowing in from all the hillsides ap-
proaching town and the drainage sys-

tem was taxed to its full capacity to|
handle it but it was kept In tow and
little real damage resulted in Benkel-

man. By ten o'clock flood waters were | dams
houses having collapsed, of tragedies| i€

crossing the highway from the Mag-
nani filling station building to the Joe,
Krug farm dwelling at a depth of from
18 inches to two feet. waters

Despite the fact that|
the end was not yet for many of them
everything was well act, there
a sort of premonition|

among many Benkelman people that
the end was noe yet for many of them|
continued to stay up and cars were
around all night. The ap-

proach of the flood became apparent

.r|and bring_about

tinued to rise gradually from that time
until 1t almost rea

esolation to
panorama of dirty, yellow water which
seemed to have a stronger Tesemblance
a sort of yellow fluid than it had

o

to  wat stricken people
watched from the higher ground as,
the tide weaved and . Thous-

ks were sure they saw,
three people going down the Nortn
Fork on a roof or a bullding and then|
as they watched, it struck a tree or
a deep current and capsized. Later the
craft was seen but no one was riding
it. There were dozens of cases like

that.
At noon the flood waters began to|
recede and hope was fel that the

is| worst was past, but in less than an

hour, t was upon us
42 {10 watar 040 0 8 naw Ligh, Ang

new territory was engulfed and
ik 1t mew msasds eeated. g fout
oclock the waters again began {0 re-
cede and continued until on Saturday
momuing 1 was pomitle to walk b0 the
bridges on the North of

g.

of the bridge in order to make it pos-
sible to tow a boat across the channel
the safe rescue of|
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Higley, Mr. and
. Albert Woods and her daughter

ughter who h: ed
the Woods, Higley and Campbell farm|
dwellings between the two rivers dur-
ing all of the flood period. Searchers
were also then conveyed across and
dozens of volunteers began the search
for lost bodies that has continued ever,
since, although their success
greatly handicapped by hundreds of
tons of debris, washed holes from,
which trees were uprooted, quick
and a dozen other deterring influences.

While the floods were raging, rum-
ors were being circulated in unending
numbers, telling of the breaking of
deaths reported, other

end Josses {n Parks, Max. Stratton and
other points in the flood area. 1t

The” tonest 48-houz period ihat tne| helr years and. the hartowing snper-

county ever lived thru. Every source

ommunication was cut off. Hun-
dreds and hundreds of people lined up.
on the highland south of the rivers
were watching every move on the part
o the crowts scatered aloog the
Benkelman sid

of life and who

entertained for those on the other,

at near eleven o'clock when Burling-| side.

ton passenger train No. § limped in at

a snail's speed behind a hand car|n
carrying warning lights. The train
%00k a. si id still remains here.
About one o'clock t of

the flood's approach became apparent
and night watchman H. K. Martin
called up a number of people who had|

stock in the lowlands, giving them|
warning. At two head|
waters of the raging torrents reached

Benkelman and by four o'clock the
Dottoms were covered. The Water con-

. 1t was|
hemrdous undertaking but _they)
were suce They came to the
Norin Fork ridgs. and srosed ovee
on the boat and this was the first word
brought from the South side. They,
seid it ot two o'lock Friday morn-

ing Manilla M watched
it In hee mosher’s nouse o th
(Continued on page 4)

in| nel.

sands|

House Roof Eight
Miles to Safety

Benkelman and Are Rescued
At Near Noon Saturday

as

covered a man and a woman coming
down stream on a sort of a board plat-

50 they could zsach

farm  wher

Hackl
Ms. a
living on the old Cnerlie Wikon farm,

crossing.

2 few minutes before it rea
house Friday morning.

vided a firm grip on the
porting 1t.
and wished for the best.
certainly came fo them

place in the very center of the

the island in question and

| dea of tne o
‘maki P Forsuson o

Fergueon i 64 vears of age. Fri

d it was without doubt the

he had never felt

|fence thru which they passed, Mr. and|
Mrs. Ferguson did not
| affected or unbalanced by their exper-
ience nor did it seme
| etfect on their physical condition.

vards and the J. P.

vhnlr it was still

L\tneﬂem vegetable. house and ea

s for Mr. Littlefields fleet of

Sucke was submerged several feet but
the truc}

| were damaged.

perty loss, however. J. V. Irel:

considerable damage at his sale head-|Fork with
air grounds but thru
tive action, no live stock 1oss was

2| quarters on the fan
\eftec

| reported.

Land On Island South Of

J. A McDonald and his family
were watching the progress of the
*|flood early Friday morning, they dis-

form. They were moving very switly

Saturday and taken to the McDonald
e they remained until the
| first of the week when they were able
10 get to the home of their son in the
d been | ®
e house being located near the South|
Fork bridge at the Merklin and Case
Fex that he

‘heard the roar of the flood waters only|
Seeing _they,
were trapped, he raised a window and
had no more than done so when the

:Flood Waters Sweep Valley
Second Time Sunday Night

Cloud Burst on South Fork

and Torrential Rains West

Bring Rivers to Flood
Stage

hand
| hold about the center of it which pro-

e boards sup-
Then they settled down

oratt proved ses worthy and held s

Oscastonally i sheuch debris thas
threatened to shake them off but they|
were able to cling on until their almost
an

s about eight
Merklin-Case bridge to
Mr. Fer-

0| guson said that he believed that it
required no longer than thirty minutes,
o maks e tip, which gives one some

most exciting one he had ever exper- |z,
nced. wise he felt that it gave
cause for a spirit of thanksgiving 2t i

seem greatly
to have a marked

One of the fair buildings was moved
from its foundation and carried a dis-

lling occupied by the|
distance | us

ound. The

were moved out before they,
vy pro-
land

the real facts known, we believe that|
the Benkelman community will have|
suffered a greater death toll than|
any section in the entire flodo area
and one of the saddest and most pltiful
of all will be the tragedy of the p
ing of Mr. Mrs. James Robbin
Pettit and their six children who were
trapped in the attic of a small house
on the river bottom on the Caster farm
and who went to thelr death, the eight|
as one, without the least shadow of a
chance to save their lives . And there

son Edward, 18 years of age, could no|
doubt had a good chance to leave the
family and perhaps get to high land

Athur
to their little home,

childrn at least would drown. He said
that they had been in the all
night and that it was only three feet
igh and ihst they were badly cramped

were uncomfortable. The!
fact that they were. voth met ang
hungey added greatly to thelr discom-

very

Surveying the situation, Shaver

Frensen relized that It was impassivls
for them to effect a Tescue as it was
only thru holding hands and using
their every physical Tesource that they

TRAPPED IN ATTIC OF HOUSE
FAMILY OF EIGHT DROWN AS
BUILDING SINKS INTO HOLE

Local Men Had Discovered Their Plight Friday Morning 7%
and Were Almost Ready to Attempt Rescue When
Flood’s Second Crest Hit.

FUNERAL HELD MONDAY AT THE LYRIC BUILDING

When all zeports are compiled and were " sble to get out to the house, They

before the flood reached its crest.| good
-| When Heinie Frenzen and

either collapse or disappear. This
pened no longer than fitteen minutes
mex they had left the house.

squad had previoulsy been e

rescue
orpanied 1 town and  rolt mnan
vescue devise of oil barrels had been
formulated and cab Tope had
been secured and loaded Into a truck
and near thirty men who are rated as
wimmers assembled _but

floot's proress hnd een to0 rapid ana
the relief crew arrived on the scene
about fifteen minutes too late.

e bullding bad conpletey disap-

had really become of it.
next morning Frank Walsh organized|
& orew that removed the
ere brought to town and placed in
the Liie ineatre building Just as the
seven o'clock whistle blew.
Heinie Frenzen, Arthur Shaver and
Joe Owens started to Parks

five o'clock Friday morning upon Te-

the  sal

bodies. They | H;

g the Fetl fumily being mazooned

the
find out if they were there.
water was rising rapidly and they @
auite get o the
shouted several tmes and mot heing
able to get a response, concluded that
the family had vacaed before the
waters reached them. The same
theory was held at the Caster ranch.
But after getting to the house and
talking to the zen and
Sphaver found that because of the foot
hat they were lodged in the attic, it

was impossible to hear or be heard at
any distance.

uneral services were held at the
Lyt iiding by Rev. Erank Wood:
ward Monday afternoon,
clusion of which the eight caskets were
all loaded into J. M. DeWest
truck and
cemetery for burial

was one of those pitiful, sorrow-
ful occasions that challenges the power
of words to describe.

The James Robbin Pettis family
were good people, they lived unpreten-
tous but useful lives. Boih Mr. and

. Pettt were reared here and their

5

n-

the last tragic
of their lives when the father
can not leave my family. They
are so afraid.”

ATt Duvall whose body was recov-
ered on the south side of the river

rather eccentric
d lived for somg Hme

t/in a camp at the Earnest feed lots

and 'aughter house adjolning the east
side of the East N

was said that he owned something like
25 of them. They were mostly of the
hound or running type variety but no

dog was rotibed s mendshln tecaee
at near|of its by

ceipt of news that the town was in|and it Is said that he spent his young
tress. At the Pringle ranch they| manhood on the Ough Divide.” Few
learned that the road new his real name when it became

walked on Into Parks sad Hemie and
Art remained at the Pringle ranch
Where they were told of the possiility

Emewnim} Lt by the name of
“Dog She

For tne second time since May 31st,

lives with it in its wild rampage. But
10 147 a3 o dave been sble bo narm,

. Harold Moster little

daughter Botty June were its only vie-
ms in the entire valley.

unday forenoon was extremely

warm and shortly after noon clouds
began to gather and continuéd
despen, untl the skies wers completely
covered. tremely
Nack 1 was readly apparent that
for another terrific
Storm at least. This began Teaching
different sections of the county at
near four o'clock but Benkelman was
not effected until after six o'clock
¥hem o seads, oonelstent rin reachad
until midnight. The!
vovemmaat tain guage here recorded
the precipitation at one inch and a
quarter. ood waters had_their|
beginning on the South Fork west of
st.

1

9

publican valley flood of May 3ist as

Tain | part of the highway.

soon | kelman that a heavy rain at Haigler,

the greatest and most aesmmm in
all Republican valley

South Fork crest reached tho j\mcnnn
at Benkelman shortly after seven
o'clock and soon covered the former,
flood_area, following the newly!

lands. At Parks the entire population
again evacuated their homes and all
along the valley people did likewise. At
Benkelman, folks carrying bundles of
clothing and driving their live stock
were continuously moving to safer ter-
story
an

Job until they were certain that no
person. was left on the low lands and
that

the danger of further loss of life

created river channels and sweeping all| in the May

of the newly constructed rairoad grade
ast of town before 1t and buryd
ies and. rals, mot slone . unding

everything that had been done in the
Burlington's _efforts to re-establish,
train service but

At Haigler it
swept away the river bridge which
was the first one to be rebuilt in the|
county. It also washed out three|
hundred yards of the railroad fill at|
the Parks bridge, and in other ways|
interfered with the reconstruction pro-

of commission
temporarily, but is now again in oper-
ation.

While the South Fork was af its full
helghth, word was recelved In Ben-

Wray and Parks had brought
North Fork to flood stage
ing was sent out to abandon the low

50 many new channels cut by the big

Tlood and that there were no obsk:
tion in the water's course to hold 1t

nc-

have been rapidly ra-
since.  Sunday’s flood
nothing like compared with the flood
of May 31st but a that it was perhaps
the highest water the valley had seen
in many years with of course the cx-
ception of the disasterous flood of May

The weather cleared Monday and
has been ideal for both reconstruction
work and growing ever since.
precipiation ~Sunday _ varied
from one inch to as much as four
inches in some sections.  Consideranis
hail fell south and west of Benkelman
and north of Max. J. E. Morehouse,
living southwest of Benkelman, report-
seday that the best wheat
many years had
Deen badly damaged by the hail.
lar reports came trom south of Ben-
kelman and north of Max.
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On A Marooned Train Thru
the Terrors of A Flood

WRITTEN BY H.RAYMOND BLAND, :

FEATURE WRITER. PUBLISHED
IN THE KANSAS CITY STAR

This story goes back to 5 otclock
Thwrsdey afternoon, May 30, Memor-

fast Burlington
The Aristoerat, left

ives.
coming on  shortly
And with
darkness the impending tragedy which

Darkness was
arter o T Morgan

was destined to bring death, loss of
property, and destitution in the peace-
ful valleys of Western Nebraska and
Eastern Golorade,

side my window a black cloud
was approsehing. 1t seemed
monition, a warning of a cloudbrust

re-

st s o transtorm the Repultan I know ©

horzor,
in its

Valley into
]eavmg death and desolation

e zain 15 begianing to come down

stones. ‘There is a little restlessness
among the pessengers, but n-

ductor seems calm enough. He has
watched the approach of the dark|

cloud, but he dared not let the passen-
fers now i fears. AG Wrsy, @ motor
s is put on t0 80 ahead of s and in-
Testigase e roadbed. i
falling harder and harder,

and pass-

engers begin to realize we are likely to| tracks here.

encounter trouble. Slowly We creep
along. Faces are pre: nst
ow pay ere are lakes of water

kelman? Will n from there?
This is hegmnmg i ook bad.
Cax't Go Past Benkelman

It € now sbout 2 o'clock! We are
standing on the main line at Benkel-

ing over
litle village is & river ltself.
beats harder and harder.
stzem to
The

will

g0 on?

onductor and other trainmen
in go!

No, we cantot procesd, the conduct-
tells I not b

are just head

that soon will tumn the

hiving Tiood tnat may do.

story everything znimate and inani-

mate n the Republican River valley.
that we a the

0 We
aid not reach Benkelman until atter
2a.m

‘The rain still tumbles in sheets from

e alongside the track are

flowing with dark, mude
Now there is

and increasing In volum

t in the train |

situation s beginning
ated at last.

children

train get out and attempt to go down
the valley with the message of oncom-
ing disaster? Perhaps we are afraid.

llow take core of himself. At any,

Tate, we do not g

The siage is set The flooded Re-

puiloan River arging  angrily
bon e vatey, ceath 2 des,

g | and o

e
of m nnrush or mer

veryfon

| women and

up
truction written in the intensity of its
ductors, brakemen and |

effort. The con
porters have ‘through water

nee deop, getting passengers on and

to
. Tt is not often that o fast
passenger train s marooned in flood
waters of a small curving river like the

Republican. e
1o i dsylight now & gray dawn with
a passing fury of wind and an increas-

ing roar of muddy water, dawn aiter &

Sleepless night for the Aristocrat's
assengers. Some of us a
little. T have sat here listening, think-

ing, wondering, yet putting down these
se: er, which
of my car seat. I have been afraid
for the dawn to come, because of What|
am going to Took out of this
window and see on my

the gray|

from Parks, a few miles up the river,
from whence e came. Homes ate . . .
people are taking to the highlands .
ariving thelr catle . . . chidren are
crying in 4

e e fiows Speratel with the
Now we can see better.

The water is Tising fast, very fast. It drows
- | is ising and 1

fE

The water Is rushing, rushing. Tt won't
be long now!

And now at 815, the siver is grac-
e |ally ereeping out tovards us here
o e welond trackeTo 14 ‘muddy
onmy, and caries with it & smel
that is nauseating, sickening,

mile and a half wide now.

set on the distant mn,, the look of an- cax
guish on their fac
A Boy Marooned in @ Trce.

The foaming waters bend the green
frees almos: dourle, and there comes
to my
the wail of los
pleadng call Tor ety ot '
ther treetoy h
managed to get from his houset
is @ young fellow in overalls
wading out into the water.

is frantic
Without though

al-

of telf, he stumbles forward through|s

the waters, his eyes ahead. He almost
fall, Jerks Wt together, shumkles

The water is too decp, He turns sud-

s|deniy and calle back: to men tued up
Get me a

on the shore: “A boat!
et

Two or three men start off In a run
and the man in the water goes on to-
vazds the house. e hus told the man

that two women and four children are
out there and they'l drown unless some
Several of the men

al-
ready far out in the water, and who
Iooks as though he may be swept un-

der any moment. All finally reach the

hous
The Rescuers Return.
Meanwhile,

m the tree-top,
stands on shore

: pleading for someone e len o

him. But safe now, it
ookt Someone o
eering to go out, and still an-
and another offers to help in the

rescue.

We have been watching for the men
who have gone, tied to one another, to
the white house out there after the
four children. Now they.

veappear from around the house (the
nouse has been
i

I r
have propped up against the Window| i

s
come through in some unknown way| jus

deeper into the Whirl-

of|out my little

the truth of the thing.

for miles and miles, destorying, bring-
death and sorrow, taking all these|

dmon  than s of the hous

Jush went by on a ratt, Several omexs
have boen reporied going . down
river on afts.

1vs growing. must be

cursed!

This country

Later in the afternoon: Somewhere boy

out in the beautiful valley, six in one
family are believed to have drowned.
Another five was_rescued
fiom 5 roofiop, e are told, e hear
d track s o

e tracl
d taken complete

ession. e
But thank God, the rain has stopped! | |

Little groups of villagers and farmers|
gather in the streets of the village.
Denkelman & 3 beebive of actity
Tragedy after tragedy is es|
Seept away, catie o, oved ‘ones
verty worse than ever, des-|
titution beyond belief, farms and live-
stock completely gone.

are cut off from the rest of the

Dnion Pacife for ous various evstern
destination
ear, have Just traus! Jrle’!
fhe” antire poputaton ot e
Benkemen and to. satety. - o
homes are reported a1 watned ‘sway
River Rapidly Recedes
Fridey night stars come out
Saturday: Tue dawn is beaun’\\.\ P
good o The sun casts 4
Todon o aver " muddy waters, The
river is nearly back in its banks. May-
be we will all get out of here by night.
We keep up a laughing conversation,
joking and pretending that nothing
has h

o e s 0 exctemens
e ool e e g o | 2, G4

in
are down, bridges are
re under wat

The
*| power purpose lake, was washed

| Frontier County Hit
By High Winds

More than thirty farm homes were

stroyed and two lives were lost in
tornado which swept thru Frontier
county last Fr The

ty at about 4:30 in t

Treparing 3 bot fre in ths tamity cook
stove for the purpose of baking
birthday cake for the unfortunate ten-
Lee. When
house the little
sealded with boiling water.
of the burns on Saturday night In &
Farnam h

seported Enterprise.
¢ them was an incident concern-
ing'a novse, The horse vas tied to o

cles manger in the barn at the

rain home. When the high wmd st
the

e site sl ted 0 s piece ot the
manger, unharmed, and the saddle was|
ear the animal with the cinches

Teporia five sud cua-balt
inches of Tain in thirty-hours and al
consequent floods and high water. P
eeks were rushing
Taitroads.

gs

lake, a twenty-acre|g:

out

iood the pressure of the

5"tk Saturday  morning,
when a twenty-foot gap was washed
thru the dem on the south side. At
near noon the lake was practically
empty and Thousands of fish flound-
ered in the shallow water all over the
mud filled lake. s waded
waist high in the mud picking up the
fish for their family larders. It is es-
timated that several tons of fish were
captured. The lake was used to furn-
ish power for a mill owned by the
Crete Milling Co. Tt has only been
mashed out ance sfase lts constzuctinn

and Ju
oy }eam Prsvmus
flooding

to be dredged in order to be of value as

|2 source of power,

great is the destruction to the
Burlingion raitzond tracks fn the flood
aren that offielols wil ot ven ven-

w
| oty ot me perished after a
attem;

2 |able demage

the | the

Several ﬁeaks of the tormado were| an
Curtis

taken to the
- { are

FAMILY OF SIX D

After Riding House For
Several Miles

Culbertson casualties are reported to
be s in ihe Republcan siver food
ernard J. Wallace

brave
eir floating house
o ety T Walace was

house

Culbertson citizens watched it struggl-

g

schers
Blackwood creek.
house
ily perished. The Wallace family con-

ted of Mr. and Mrs. Wallace, and

Culbertson Family of Six Die|5,

south of Culbertson and many of the|ed,

a|hard winds.

ROWNED AS

FLOATING HOUSE SINKS IN FLOOD

four children, Virginia,
an, 4; Bernice, 2; and Lorraine,
m Moore family of four

stream. ort;
rods 1o higher ground where 1t strand-
maining _the the
flood and the Lommade, sucsestully ze-
sisting the the
 Searchen found. them
the next day mggmg out the mud and
drying their clothiny
Litle damage was don in Culbert~
but it previous
railroad
highway bridges and right-of-wazs
e i shape.

opert;
s charged to tho iabolcar watens ot
rampant Republican as it rushed

Nine lives were lost ang inestimat-
to 5 prope

Hig!
o| Vashed the it oy rom ni moters
was drowned. Mrs.
Clover fought to retain her hold on
e p

of farmers on the south side of
me ver Tatmehed  stock Jamk on the

jaters in an effort to rescue her. The
ook tanl sank bt Johnson swern
Test of the way and while on ks refuge
plle ne bult #' ratt and Grought her

the| 1

" NINE PERISH IN FLOOD WHEN
REPUBLICAN SWEEPS TRENTON

fo safety on the south bank of ihe

iver.

"The Howard Smith fomily lived
o e “vagon
wagon and have not as yet been
counted for. Both Smith and Clover
hauled gravel from the pit

‘The case of the James Thomas fam-~
ily is most unusual.

I
meaniime the flood vaters “came and
Mrs. Thomas and son

5

Mr.
| Sponcer ave- seporied among the un-
ted £

account
e Owen Murtha family lived on
he river bottom and are believed to

as
hswe lett their home for the higher

but were caught
in Lhe food waters velore they amived,

A g of damage is Teported
in Trenton. Mud has w into
business houses and homes from an
inch to three feet deep. Sidewalks

wns were covert two.
inches of slick mud. During the tor-
nado in Frontier county the dust was
5o thick in Trenton that the city
Several

section in the afternoon,

TORNADQ RI

Threat To Flood Stricken
People Near Culbertson

stranded refugees who
trees in effort to escape.
owning were faced with a problem|
of grave importance last Friday after-
noon when high winds threatened to|
P s )
nto the raging torrerts
of the Republican
The nigh winds struck the tersitory
at about 3 oclock which was the
same time tha the second raise of

Flood

FIVE PERSONS ARE KILLED AS

PS THRU PERRY

High Winds Add Another|Were Marooned Across

Rivers for Two Bays

The Benkelman ball team went over

Wh
i the boys

our the ravaged cou e 3 gues 3 to the tme nat might | T water was adding another threst o They spent the ret o he at-
:);‘.xzvcﬂ hat sixteen lot theis ;:»Es inlbe required fo rebuid the. tracks o o the ople. ternoon Tuesday in helping the volun-
sy ey, Word leaks| the point where service may be con-| The rentens lnss (51 lf ook place eer crew restoro foot bridges and gox
fhuoush, e rowned | inueq, Tt is said that the track is all|at Perry, near n, with five|on the Benkelman side that  might.
at Trenton, a down the| yyched out on the Oxford-Kansas City| persons killed und a score injured.|Willle Hardwick ed his car on the
river; that a little i s st ot 123 Ot beond Red | Th ank Zan- | north side of the North Fork Sunday
3, Vel of floodwater and lost irom her| Gloug, ' distance of over a hun Delbert, 11[morning. When he got back to ft, it
e (e Tavee more miles. damage to the main line ., 3 years old; |showed all signs of having passed thr

les, that of the litle girl, & miD | rencrios all the way from west of ion. _Some of the boys

o Just been Broughe

n. eleven in how
many’ more. there wi e Bt the
waters recede, and we wait, we whol

have been on the Aristocrat for what
seems an eternity, watching a tragic

contortion of nati

It is now 8:30 In the evening. T take
typewriter and write
these last lines. For the conductor has
just gathered ogether where the
main street of the village comes down|
0 meet the train, and told us smiling]
that the tralnmaster of this division|
has fifteen motor cars lined up to take

been s chilren fo thess et ey
and he is sorry to see us g

A family living in a wagon in South|
Benkelmai, sought refuge in the Mag-
out near the Carlin pro-

Doty s watio fot e aad
but recently moved into it. As the
water atose, the men waded and swam
for help. Nine men, holding to a long

u vope, went to tne xecue and heiped

ldre:
men are holding up two rather fral

[y ing wait
for theis men, and (Boughi of ihe los

T all they possessed, S
their
fous Jittle ones.

But the men Teach safe ground at
Tast with the women and childern, and

2 little Jater someone tells me that the
s been rescued from the free,

oo Hves 8 thote of fhate prec- | an;

the the
ren.“Ome. by it only e weoks

© been frightened ino ol

as we have been able to learn

oper. Haigler, like Benkelman, is|
setting_on higher ground, was
only effected in the lower sections

nearest the river,

following roundabout, Toutes.

A1 day long Fridsy the eyes of Ben-
glut

kelman were the Higley,
Woods and Adiinson anelings beesen
he rivess as the waters surged, plung-
ed and plowed around them. They

cupants stood.
began o secede that eveing, tho lar-
rible suspense began to lighten and at
ot theealoloct sacuxday siternoon,
the entt wh

plenty to eat but practically nothing
to drink during the almost forty-eight
‘hours of their imprisonment.

Halgler to Oxford. The company has, oss Stratton, all of
R e 2 year old
and ng ers the . William
Toute Tor me et i vec] poeaila
teams and  equipment than X great deal ox destrucunn by
spared. he wake of the to

The condition of highway and e the thickly form pep\da!ed Ferry
bridges in the fiood ures is also very | distict o a point neas Culbertson and

5| o e tornado left the ground
befors 1 passen thea she ‘Gulborinn
area and then dropped

t|stringing a telephone cable over the!

P thru Frontier county to near

again near
Quick in the southwestern corner

it before the

flood but it was locked and they aidn't

have time to get a wrecker to tow it in,

In spite of the fact that the Benkel-

ade quite a sacrifice to

mcel the Bird Gity ciub, 5, they lost the
game to the home lot

Frontier county to continue its path
of destruction to a point southeast of
Curtis wnm 1t sgain left the grouna

of [and ais:

IS CLAIMED IN

Clarence Gunderman Loses
Life While Working on the
Colorado River in Texas
Mrs. D.F. Shaw received the sad
news that her son Clarence Gunder-

man had lost his life at Austin, Texas,
at near 11 o'clock Monday night while

ceived Tuesday morning, his body had
e

de
1
som Who reside in Dundy county.

“ANOTHER DUNDY COUNTY LIFE

FLOOD WATERS

Compacy snd he has been wit the
company ever since. He made
good in the wmk nd had boen a tores
man in charge of a large crew of men
in consm-uctinn work for a long time
d steadily advancing.
4 splendid young man and
was gmmuy lked by everyhoay and
-broken and " other
Traives Tave e Lendexen , sympatties
of all in their sudden d sorrow.
Clarence s & weoiher of Wi Gun

E

ord Lay

Lein Dean received a bad cut on his
right leg when he swam the river

Clarence lived in Benkelman os &
ey seversl years etore ne i

while helping get a Taft across Mon~

employment, with the Bell Telephone day morning.



Souvenior Flood Edition of The Benkelman Post and New:

MANY FORMER C

ITIZENS ARE

HEARD FROM SINCE FLOOD

One-Time Resuient: Write
for Post’s Description of
Flood Damage

The Post has received many in-
quiries from er residents for
coples of the paper giving the story of
the recent fl List

mes that had almost been for-
gotten, so long had it been since any
of them had been heard from. Par-
mong this latter group was
Louis J. Vollers, 200 Baltimore Street,
Oklahoma_City, Oklahoma. Mr. Vol
Dundy county's first county
clerk and is now an abstracter in OK-
lahoma City. He is now 81 years of

Mr. Vollers writes:

in kindly feeling towards all there.

‘have known your town and the ground

on which it stands for years—in fact

long before the railroad was built thru
to Denver.

i who doeth Al thinga well—Louis
J. A, Vollers”

Other mms received by The Post,
were as follow:

“Rerewith find $200 on subscrip-
ton, Your flood edition was worth.
year's subscription alone—L. C.
gan, Long Pine, Nebrasks

“So sorry to hear of the great loss
of lfe a0 peoperty in Dundy county

o tra o Republlomn vallay
Would you plesse send e & 0057 o

s weew's ost—sios, 8. G Bam
1416-9 St, Greeley, Colorado.”

“Will you please send me a copy of
the paper about the fl We are,
0 anxlous to know more about it
Mrs. Esther Herbert, Goliad, Texas.

“An enclosing $1.00 for The Post and.
will you please send it to me from May
31t on.

Lo

et the news of the storm st:

We can't get it straight in our papers| "

hme, We ase sending our best withes
to our old frien

George R Atk and fumily

tamps for
u_would please send

Republican valley and I am naturally
much interested as that is my
home. My parents are Mr. and Mis.
™. M. Hardwick —Mrs. Chas, A. Perk-

ins, San Jacinto, California.

“I herewith enclose

Voud e siad to ave you

send me a copy of The P
ing account of recent disasterous flood.
T am a brother of Charley McGonagls

whom you undoubtedly know and I|Pf

once lived just east of the Oak ranch.
cGonagle, Rockwell City,

Tow:
“In . reading the Oregon Journal,
Portland, Oregon, I saw where there
terrible flood and tornado.

1 would like to get full particulars of
it as I have relatives there. So will
you please send me the paper for

three months? I was born and reared |

south of Benkelman, being the Jouns- o

est daughter of Mr.
Gilbert ‘and betore my mariage was
known as Dell Gilbert to my friends.
I am now at Lyle, Washington. My
‘husband is a logger which is the chief
industry here. He averages $10 per
day thru the summer
there is little work
months

‘on the

r,
even though T don't fell like it. Wil
e looking for the good old home
paper in the next few days—Mrs. Dell
Hewitt, Star Route, Lyle,

“Will you please forward us a c
of The Post with account of flood?
We were among the early settlers in
Dundy county and stll have many
friends and relatives at Parks
‘Benkelman 5o would like to have Lhr
account from the home paper.

erman Owens, R. 3, 5. John, Wash-
ington.

“T am enclosing dime for first Post
after the flood. we  were
in Benkelman thru many of the early,

There
were two small stores, blacksmith shop
and saloon, all frame bulldings. There

were also four families in sod houses.| which

The water sbmd for several hours in
all the buildings but none move

Bullding narth o the track began
summe
st

. S. Gilbert, 405 Maple

It was a few day’s late but
from what your community has gone
thru within e last ten dava, T can
understand the delay. 1 have tred to
picture the food bt trom s reports
e have o iden of how bad it was
until one really has seen it. Having
spent several years of my life in  Duz-
dy county, it ‘still seems like hor

me and 1 just cant X u-unknu of

people out ther
have gone thru with,

%

Tent o tare

t
papers and was as

opy | ¢

y [paper?.—Wm. A

ABILITY AS A SWIMMER
SAVES DOCTOR'S LIFE

streams of his Cass col
hoy saved the te of Dr. A V. Wo

the flood waters to reach the torna

Accompanied by several men the'
doctor walked to the railroad bridge a|

longing to Charles Scharf and ridden
in by him was tled on a knoll south of
the track and across one channel which
could be negotiated by wading with
some difficulty. Dr.
the horse and started across the main
channel and. upon reaching the strong|
current in deep water about 50 feet
from the shore, the horse and rider

aters The rider wes swent trom the
animal. Dr. Wortman then started to
vl toward the nor . He was
making good headway when the fright-
ened horse swam after him and at-
tempted to rest its head on the swim-
ming man, ducking him three times
and almost fatally hampered his ef-
forts to reach safety. The doctor, how-
ever succeeded in reaching the bank
where he was lifted out by the horri-
fied men who had helplessly wetched
the struggle—Curtis Enterprise.

victims Friday night at about seven| fore it bakes too

‘Wortman mounted | down

were entirely submerged in the surging | water.

WALTER EDWARDS PIC-
TURES PIONEER SCENE
Walter Edwards said Tuesdey that

he remembered coming to the' Cox
ranch forty-live years ago after a

Rorse wich bis father bad bought and| a1

ossing the east bridge and then|

Swimming sbiity de Jeveloped tn the Solng o the Cor farm between e
e as a|rivers. The
rt-| bridges then.
man, Curtis physician, when he was| bottoms then were almost pure sand,
swept from his floundering horse on|such as some sections are now, follow-
which he was attempting to ride across | ing the flood waters. He thinks that
o if most of the meadows are disked
much, the alkali grass | 3

re were only the two
Walter said the ziver

come thru before fall where the
sand it not too thick. He says ‘hat
116 is practically impossible to kill alkalt

half mile cast of town. A horse be-|grass and though it seems that the Job

Tias really been done, it just won't hap-
pen. Walt, life-long resi-
dent, thinks that there have been|
times when as much passed|

the Republican valley as during|

cbstacles that impedes
He says that woven wire|
fences, hedges, heavy tree growth, high
road grades and ditches all have
a flood condition is created. is
further of the ooinipn that
Scmouzt; of water would pass dowa he
Republican now without rising to any|
thing like the level it was Friday. The
n and open and
hundreds of new ones have been cre-
ated. And most of all, the hundreds
of miles of heavy woven hog wire that
eriss-crossed the valley are gone.

He i

State Editor Is Pleased With
Authentic Radiocast of
Flood Description

During
following the flood s last Friday

Clinton Darnell of Enders and ths|
Olmstead station at Wauneta were the|
only hope of getting word in or out
of Benkelman an mner that|
they stayed on the job and unseTlish
part they played in trying to make life
more begrable for the people was a fea-
ture that will not soon be forgotten.
On_ Satwday night Clinton showe
up at™Tne Post and told us of thel
many unfounded stories that he had
picked up during tfie day on his ama-
tuer receiving set concerning condi-
tions in the flood erea and of thel
consternation that would be felt on the
art of relatives and friends outside|
the district. The writer
sugsested sending . vadlo xepert to|
he Assoclated Press and Clinton said
nat ne o
to get 1t thru, even if it took all night.
And 50 a detailed report of actugl con-
ditions. repared and Clinton took|
it to Ende
the static had subsided, began
of radiocasting it between the hours
2 and 3 a. m. Sunday. He got the|
report thru to North Platte and from
there it was carried to state Assoclated
Press headquarters by telegram and
appeared in_practically all
dailies served by the Assoclated P
Monday morning. It required nearly
@ column and a half of space in the
aceurate as though
sent by telegraph which reflects to the
Mr. Darnell in sending and
the North Platte operator who picked

§=

stret editon of the ‘Denver Post Mon-
ay m
On dume Gih the Post editor recetved,
the following letter of acknowledg-
ment from Associated Press headquart-
s: “Thanks for some fine service|
under severe difficulties on the flood

North Platte by short wave radio and| n;
then sent here from North Platte by
regular telegram.
your cooperation.
Sincerely yours, Dwight
State News Editor.

We appreciate it
E. McCormack,|

Tuesday morning, Ed Pahl, of Cam-

been washed up by the river. Upon
opening it he found a small piece of
heavy wrapping paper, sometning sim-
flar to the wrapping which comes
around rolls of roofing or tar paper.
On it was the name A. C. Teel, Parks,
Nebraska. It carried a date an it
s near as could be made out
was April 16, 1920 —McCook Tribune.

Post Want-Ads Bring Quick Results.

means of expressing my most
heastielh grmpathy o all ek havo
had their loved ones taken away fre
them and lkewise to-those Who have
et thels_bomes—George Hamburg,
Jr., Marysville, Kans:

When T was principal of the schools
in Benkelman 1901-02, your town|
paper was then the Chronicle and as
T remember it, it was managed

Ketler, Iam greatly interested in the
big flood, o will you me a
Williams, Postoffice

ASSOCIATED PRESS DISPATCH
IS SENT BY SHORT-WAVE RADIO

s
the slow passing, hetic hours

and Satirday and smid. the nundreds| oo
every.

thereupon | the

uld use every effort possible  room

gain_ for| an

bridge found a bottle on the right of (It
.| way just east of Cambridge which had

MINISTER IS LOST IN
FLOOD AT CAMBRIDGE

T. M. Brage, 6, minster and wheat
ome ot the vickme of e
1

pped in their house by|
the highwater in  South Cambridge
and Mr. Bragg died while standing in|
water around his waist.

Mrs. Flora Carpenter’s W
moved off of its foundation and went
northwe hit the
Bragg house. The impact moved thel
home of Mr. and Mrs. Bragg off of its
foundation up against cedar
trees in front of the house and it went|

creek bed southeast of the stock yards,
There the house and  Mrs.
Bragg believes that the house had
moved that far before Mr. Bragg drop- [
ped down into the water.

All the time the house was floating|
water became higher, and when|

said, “Nettie we are going,” and fell
‘down into the water. It is thought that|
he was stricken with a heart attack.
Trash and mud came por
the house and Mrs. Bragg would step
upon this debris until she had finally
reached such a heighth that her head|
had to be titled while against the ceil-
ing of the house 5o that she could brea-

orclock Saturday morning

She was rushed to the hospital fm-
mediately after daughter, Hazel, arri-
ved a short time later in an airplane
from Republican City.

Mrs Bragg was so nearly exhausted
that she could hardly speak and the
men rescuing her arrived at the right
time. Had it been a little later Mrs.

Bragg may tot have been able o stand
the expos)

Tt required about tenty-tive men to
rescue Mrs.
which was lodged in the teacherous
and dangerous water. A long rope was
tied to a boat, and a few men took the|

£

hanging
the bost out of the water.
hour to make the rescue. Hundreds |\
watched the men work work fast and
cautiously around the house, and then
out from behind a house the boat ap-
peared carring with them Mrs. B

was a very dangerous job that re-
quired both skill and nerve. So many,
helped that it s im)
them all, but Justin Hollingsworth ai
Eldon Simon were the two who took
Mrs. Bragg out of the house. They|
were in advance of the other men,
were facing danger all o the tie.
When the rescuers reached h
inuired sbous Mr. Bragg she potnted
t0 the floor and told them that he was,
on the floor. But all efforts to recover|
his body have been futile, although the,
house has been thoroughly searched.—
Cambridge Carion.

Stories and rumors filled the air at|

s they were, it
anything and everything could be pos-
sible. f the rumors were

Lee | t0o ridiculous to receive credence un-|

der any condition and a few had a
humorous tinge.

box 287, Eau Claire, Wisconsin.

Post Want-Ads Bring Quick Results,

h ronicle Combining Flood News From

= deputy aneritrs.

sand a
ces, | o g sbout i accumulated trasn,
Th

tendency to hold the water back until| '

] v,

with trash and mud all win

rage
then they knew that she was alive. | g

name| oyt forty-

SEARCHERS BRAVE MANY
HAZARDS AFTER FLOOD

Saturday morning the flood waters
had seceded 2 great deal and the work,
bringing about _organization of
Cearching parties ook form. The orlg-
pose of the searching parties|
s 1o bunt bodics of flood vitims
invetigate possible marooned persons
and to list dead Livestock. At a meet-
ing at the sheriff's office Friday night
“Slim" Hageman, Jack Hollinger, Cliff
‘Toler and Boy Lingo wers chosen as
crew captains and given authority s
Homer Davis
10 act over the captains. Later
in the evening the crew captains or-
ganized their crews and called
hunt to begin at 4 o'clock in the morn-
ing Saturday. Saturday morning the
crews met on main street and lelt town
scribed Toutes at)

t group in charge of CMIf
Toler went at once to the Doane dis-
trict in search of the Pettit family but
the direction of Frank

The Toler group assist-
carrying_the
bodies to trucks which brought them
to the temporary morgue at the Lyric

theatre building
e crew under the direction of Slim
Hageman began searching at Max and
worked to the county line east of Max
but were unable to uncover any bodies.
Jack Hollinger, as captain for the
n to Max group reperted no|

was|

Regular Issues of June 7.14.21,

1935.

Passengers and Officials Are
oud in Praise for Many
Courtesies Shown Them

‘Burlington Agent W. C. Hanson in-

n saj

vailed and there was little signs of]

as| hysteria and no one forgot to be con-

that the community

g

tunate break for them that they were
cast here when the 1l

visited on the area and the state as a
whole. The men in charge of (Lhe
train_were likewise pleased with the
ey their pussengers conducied them-

was no_grouching, no
nmmndmz, o criticism of anybody.

ho showed any spirit
of agitation further than the neces-

and made it plain that it was a for-| Germs

BURLINGTON OFFICERS ARE
PLEASED WITH BENKELMAN

LOCAL RED CROSS BEGAN
RELIEF WORK AT ONCE
he local county officials Red Cross

and health officers have been carry~
ing out an active campaign

| ficials reaching Benkelman Tuesday
el SPOt) congratulated the local organizations
for everybody but good judgment pre-

and individuals for the prompt action
taken. They said that few comm
Hes had taken care of thelr health

| problems so thoroughly as had Dundy
time| county organizations.

sary fact that they were tied up was &
an who was enroute to New York
to board a boat back to Germany.
day was its sailing date so that
s not surprising that he was a
little worried. Some of the passengers
indicated a preference for staying in
Benkelman a few days longer rather
than breve the pomiblities of fredh

Iman, they were in mighty
| dangerous teritory — perhaps more
dangerous than most of them realized.

bodies and Roy Lingo on the Parks
Haigler area gave the same report.
The searching parties worked under
a severe smm all the time. Quick-
fand o bo mud made the foot-
ns perilous and diticult for snything
& siow

DROWNED IN

‘Snakes
numerous and arieties. "The
xum, piles of drift material lodged
e trees hid the bodies of

the|

of the flood waters had matted the
ge , barbed and phone wire,|
rees and sections of barns and houses|

tod satiafoctorly dlciose its secets,
Two drifts east of town not a hun-
Eroq oadh ok, 30, o9
pletely covered two cattle that one
could only be noticed by & small bit of
its tail down thru the o
ber. The other animal appeared
uld be seen of him was the head|
be a large white face bull and all that
sticking out of the glant mass of river
th of these animals were|
fcdnd by the flies and
them could be seen making their way
.ru_the closely woven covering down,
20 the carcasses
Tt sesrchers were the firs to wi-
transformation.
marks which have for years guided the
river stroller no longer existed. Farms

down and beaten, lying like Weeds in a
drain ditch after heavy waters had
passed over them on the way

lowlands. Trees whose might has kept

ion has changed the river val-
en-and xebult 1t om o e
marking one of nature’s most abrupt
changes in the chronicled history of
this district,

AMATEUR STATIONS
GAVE FREE SERVICE

Amateur radio stations at Enders
and Waunets were the anly source of|

of  Ray

i5(flood conditions  were

—|to

STRANDED PASSENGERS
TAKEN TO OGALLALA

The pasmengers from mazocned trat
0. 6 were loaded inf
hauled 1o Ogallala Seturday wight
where they were sent east on a Union
Pacific train. Cars were sent from
Ogallala_and Grant to convey them,
Some of them were 50
that they almost oojected to leaving
safe territory because of the fear of
being cast into new flood hazards. They|
finally were persuaded to go and got
tofout of Ogallala just in time as a new
flood threat on the Platte enused au-
thorities to wreck the earth approach-
es Monday night in order to save the
idge, Jaccb Baser, Doctor Premer,
y Quin o
Vere . Oallaln that atternoon s
ot back across the river just in time
to prevent being marooned there.
Premer had intended going to Omahn
and Jake had planned on going
Crete to hear his brother John deliver
the commencement address and to re-
celve an honorary degree from Doane
college. He got in touch with him and
was advised not to attempt coming
very bad

a:
at
Crete,

~|rocaL Mex meLP 1N RESTORING

TELEGRAPH SERVICE AMID
RDS

Don Whitley, Vernard Gummere and
Dick Edwards had a big part in re-
storing Western Union telegraph ser-
vie lazt Monday.  With the couductar
of the freight train which mar-

in | ooned here the night of the (lnod they

started in to string wires fror
evond the - Asickaree - west
Haigler and although they

Max
of
to,

wade both the Republican and_Arick-

telegraph force at the depot have been
working night and day in handling the,
avalanche of flood telegrams that have,
been received and sent out.

PIONEER CAMBRIDGE RANCHER

FRIDAY’S FLOOD

George Sayer Loses Life In
Effort to Reach Stranded
Family of Nine

George Sayer, who will be remem-
bered by Post readers as the pioneer
Gamtrigge rancher who droms 8 large
erd of cal m Cambridge to his

T | ranch.arth of Haigler, lost hi i I

the fl bridge last Friday.
The tragedy occurred when
Sayer tried to reach his family who
were marooned on a bridge south of
Cambridge. Sayer family had
driven down to watch the flood waters
of the Republican and when
started home they found the waters of
ing about two feet over
nen

water to
rematned.

In the meantime a farmer near the

ek, fearing for the safety of the
family, called Mr. Sayer. Sayer bor-
rowed a mule and rode as near
bridge as he could. He waved to his
family to stay there and then it is
Delieved that he started to swim out

last Wednesdsy about  hundred yards
rom where he

“The tamiy, condisting of Mrs.
and elght children, suffered little g e
exposure during their stay on the
creek bridge as they were all dressed

warmly and one of the boys bullt a
Tire, which added 1o their comfort.

The Sayer farm land on the river
bottom was ruined and the family
home was washed full of mud. For-
tunately for the family, however, Mr.
Saver's foresight prompted him to rent
higher pasture ground for his' cattle
during the rainy spell and all the cat-

rs.

e grazed a great many cattle in
that section. George's recent project
of moving a large herd of steers {rom.
Cambricge to Haiglr received sate-
wide as a novelty reminiscent
o1the oid caitle days.

outgoing and incom
tlrog for bro dazs Tolowing the food
rnell, operator and_owner
of the Enders station veited Benkel-
dally and brought reports from
other afflicted sections and took
maw o redocast Clinir's staticn
rought the first definite word to t
Denver offclals of ths whereabouts o
passenger train No. 6 marooned here.
Bb sl bendled dosens of ‘messages
r passengers and local people.

service to the public. That station sent
wo messages for marooned
train passengers in one night who were
hopeful of conveying word of their
safety to relatives in all secticns of the

untry, Mrs. Higley, mother of Mrs.
Lester Kline, who was visiting her
and| qaughter here, helped in assembling.
‘messages for both stations. All of the
cervice was rendered without any cost
to those benefitted. It was a splendid
and_enterprising piece of community
service and one that was deeply ap-
preciated.

At St. Francis a diesel powered trac-
tor was used to rescue more than a
dczen people from sure death in the
lowlands. The machine was drive

BURLINGTON PLANNED
TRUCK MAIL SERVICE

Mafl service in Benkelman will
probably be re-established -rmma-y
night or Friday morning.
lnglon s arranging to trick the i
in and out until the tracks have
repaired
can be reestablished.
haul it to the depot where it will be
turned over to the postoftice thru reg-

Wl e brought In and. teken out at
least twice a day.

There has been practically no mail
service at all in Benkelman since last
Thursday. An army plane {rom Omaha
piloted by Lieutenant Kk flew!

et nesday and brought a few letters and

the flood waters and the|
people taken from their

the waves went over the top of |
the glant tractor but because of the,
fact that there is no electric wires in

functi
of the caterpillar tread des!

took out whatever outgoing first-class|
as was avajlable but this service

has given away to the truck system.
first Burlington bus _since,
Thursday arrived Tuesday, following a

Crcerstand hat e sumnmn Nt

$

0 | from a creck bridge south of

from North Platte Tuesday and Wed-|oid son Dona)

FAMILY OF THREE DROWNED IN
HAXTUN CREEK FLOOD WATERS

Car Is Washed From Bridge
As Family Returns From
Charch Rally

Three members of the Earl Lewsin:
family of four lost their lives on Sun—
day, May 26th, when they Were swept:
Haxtun,
Colorado, on their way home from a.
church rally. The Lewein car
stalled on the creek bridge and uwem
had gotten out to assist his family to
safety when the flood waters i
the car and turned it over. Lewein
was injured when the car turned over
In the switt curront and was uzable to
ssist any of his family but later was
Zble to Tight his way to the creck bank,
The bodies of Mrs. Lewein and daugh-
ter Trene were found by searchers the
next day but the body of the six-year

week later ers
seven and a half miles down
creek from the scene of the tragedy.
Only a portion of his elbow was ex-
posed, the remainder of the body being.
buried in a lister Tow of a corn field.

operate two buses dail as.
Tead. condiions are more favorasle.

B
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RECONSTRUCTION WORK NOW
UNDER WAY OVER THE COUNTY

Construction of Temporary
Bridges East of Town Is
Among First Projects

Reconstructionactiity go: under
way pretty generally unty
Siiog the week but up unil tis time

of the light force, is helping In the

work. Mr. Roach and his brother

Charles of Halgler were at one time
[3

men in the state.
s necessary to put he plling
down thru the sand pumpi

bt 1t 1 ettective and will Sventualy
esuls. Because of the thresiened

COMMISSION FIRM AIDS
WITH CHECK FOR RELIEF

The Dundy County Red Cross was
to

CITY WATER GIVEN A
GOOD BILL OF HEALTH

A sample of water from the Benkel-
man water supply has been reported
free from contaminating bacteria and

g
sumption by the health laboratories at,
Lincoln. Samples were forwarded there|
last week for analysis but because of|

forwasded regularly for seversl weeks
now for analysis. Up until this time,
tero have been no Teports of typhoid | ;

| s sige ot Blue Point and the road
rallroad track twice in a

distance of one Aundred yards. That

was the only way possible for the rail-

road to get thei

at the same time not interfere serious-

d heavy construction machin-
ery on the job. Then after the pro-
position of re-establishing train service
over the main line has

s

comequent, Tise 1n workers rected tn bulding &
siver Wednesday, work ¢ | permanent Toad bed which we believe
Suspended entirely.  In act the Tiver |y sae. foe. fairout high

arose so rapidly Wednesday mornis
that the equipment was removed from
‘he bridge at about two o'clock. Work
will be resumed as soon as tlie water

E

bridgs etors ratfio can bo remumed |bee

and then will be
Tecesiary before o paih hetwoen the
w0 rivers can be traveled with any
degree of satistaction.

On Monday a wagon and team pilot-
o by Willard Bovwers went, into action
Detween the tvo bridses and boh riv.
ers were for g folks to and
Scross one river 1o the oiher, and at
the North Fork a taxi operated by
Vernard Gummere brought them to
and from town. It is a slow, unsatis-
factory system but it was the best
arrangement, that could be made until
the bridges and roads became pass-
able again which will be just as soon
as is huma After the

St. Francis road. Most of the mater-
dal wsed in the repair program has|
been salvaged from the river valleys.

The progress being made in Tepalr-
ing the Burlington tracks is remark-
able and 1t s not impossible that trains

Bave beon e over tne 26 higtwey o0

land in the hills for a distance of per-
a mile at the point where it

hay
now low and in constant danger of
I

jon. Even First Vice President Edward
constantly and all available office
room at the Benkelman depot
‘been requisitioned for the use of offic-
Ials 304 thels secrtaries
On Wednesday two ten-ton ‘trucks
passed thru Benkelman loaded with,
heavy timbers for use in rebuild-
ing the Parks

bridges which is necessary before traf-
fic can be resumed on highway No. 3.
‘These bridges are in line for considera-
ton firs i the federal chectula in the
entire Tlod disr

G ‘camp 1o
m\u!v\nz gty boss, Teached Benkal

Tuesday in

Ditched helr camp. on. the MeDonald
ground in West Benkelman. We un-
Gerstand that thetr first work will be
in_searching for the six lost bodies yet
unaccounted for
work at Parks. Other
2dded in this work a3 soon 5 avad-
 Because of a lack of equipment, ma-
terials and men, things are naturally]
moving slow but the big work machine
is being tuned for action and it won't
be long now before it will be thrown|

ils| into high gear and results will be
.

areatly speeded uy

iven approval as safe for human con-

Flynn has been in the territory almost | Cor,

and Arickaree highway| chosen

STYER SAYS TER
HAVE SWEPT

Former Benkelman Citizen
Bases Conclusion On His
Past Observations

Jacob Bauer this week received a
Tetter from our old fownsman E. B.|
Styer at Lincoln in which he attempted|
to describe the anxiety of Lincoln fol
Baving reltives n Dundy county when

that
Drecicaty cvers town in Dundy coun-
ty had been swept from the map in
the flood waters and by tornado. And,
this report applied to practcially every-
®ody living in the valley as well s &
many on the He picked,
‘up onme radio report that said that
there were 12 dead at Benkelman, 23
at St. Francis, 8 dead and 23 missi
etc. “It was certainly bad|
. Styer, “but we are|

&

story

luring the twenty years that I was
diing miesiopary wurk in furmishing
irsty in_earlier

o strect grade, ndicat
ch floods had taken place
at least twice since your great grand-

Waters alwazs hit the last of May o ¢
during June, s
Toping that you folks will not be

troubled further this year.

THREE RESCUED WITH
A TEAM AND WAGON

Mr. and Mrs. John Peterson and

rounded by water. A few minutes|

Mr.[to the on one side. Bu
house held to its moorings and being many years ago
okt i s ltioagh. e roer bots

RIFIC FLOODS

A THOUSAND PEOPLE

o During the Seturday following the
dreds of Kansas

e water. ne of the South Pork
and watched the crowds scattered
along the North Fork banks near B

VALLEY BEFORE :

AWAIT FOR SWIMMERS 3

‘people came| Miss G. Eliz

‘the amount of $25 this|
week when the Byers Bros. and Co.
Live Stock Commission Company,
Omaha, thru its secretary-treasurer
and Manager, 1. G. Kiddoo, forwarded

check to Shurtleff & Jones witl
Tequest that it be used personally 10

the relief of suffering
flood in your section of the country.

5| You may give this direct to the Red

Cross or use it in any way that you
Il do the most good for tnose
afflicted by the recent disaster. We
Eeieve) el | o] s Tontefant
least I have no word to the

comtrary. Very - sincerely andwith
deepest. sympathy for the distressed.”|

tummed orer to theew

Red Cross organization and the Byers
Company have e appr;cutmn of the
oughtt

o4 gemeruety.

It is planned to stage a Red Cross
drive June 24. Particulars next week.

LOCAL MEN NAMED IN
FLOOD RELIEF WORK

At a meeting of representatives from
counties in area at McCook
last Thursday, at which Governor
Cochran and Roland Haines, state re-
the
or|

Governor  Cochran _brought _ with

liberal financial consideration

‘agencies in carrying many of the grave 3"

e crisis entailed

the
the federal relief

has been exceptional fast action

flood disaster from all depart-
ments that perhaps has seen no equal|g
in the history of the state.

EMERGENCY CCC

CAMP TO HELP

IN REHABILITATION WORK HERE:

2| Eighty CCC Boys and Officers

Establish Camp In City.
Will Work Entire Area

Colonel S. J. Sutherland, of the 1761,
Infantry and District ander of
the Nebraska Civilians Conservation|
. and Lieutenant Leo Paguet,
District CCC Adjutant arrived in Ben-
‘make preparations|
for the establishment of a CCC camp
in Benkelman. With the assistance of
L L and
Jacob Bauer the
northeast of the swimming pool were
ednes-

truck in Benkelman and began sefting
up thelr camp at that place. Lieu

son. of Omata, Is the
Gamp surgeon and Homer Noar is
mess sargeant.

The detachment 1s trom the buse a¢
Fort Crook, near Omaha; was
sent here to do special econsruchon
work in the flood area. The present
arrangement is to detail
number of the boys to the Parks =t
o sutt 1n e gmersl rehablliel
work the ori Tela
o the sssiration o hiags %0 the bro-
flood condition will be handled. Botn
public and private properties will re-
ceive attention and the detachment
wlconcentrate on tne complete
teatinyat] el

e comaders

" Farmers in the entire flood avea in
Dund; ity are asked to prepare a
written application and statement of
land damage to present ount
Agent Noes which will entitle them
to a portion of reconstruction work on

lots|and it

a_greater
b

QUICK SANDS MENACE
WORK OF SEARCHERS| .

One of the most dangerous ele-
ments that confronted searchers for
missing bodies along the river valleys|
last week was the quick sand meanace|
which formed in holes where trees had
been uprooted and at points where the

knew 1t
was very difficult for them to|
extricate themselves from its gras
notwithstanding the fact that they

\ds were discovered thru the days of,
search and were rescued from it. An-
other menace the boys were forced tol
confront was that of rattlesnal
particular apele of seple s not often

on the river bott ey being
more inclined to the warmer retreats
near bluffs and on high grounds. But

TYPHOID INOCULATION CARRIED
ON UNDER RED CROSS DIRECTION

WAS WORST IN HISTORY
SAYS EARLY PIONEER

Old timers are still discussing flood|
records over the more than half a
century that some of them have been
familiar with Republican valley history|
and all seemed to that last
weelc’s disaster eclipsed anything they
had ever known. Wiliam Hill whol
has been intimately acquainted with

ifty-two

S15:| Benkelman. Ho sald hovever, that he

did_remember in the South
Flatte section frat was oqual o 1 oF
assed i e point of

Soelume of water but that there 13 0ot area

nearly the fall in the Platte that there|
is on the Republican and that thel

water moved much slower. He said that,
in the early eignties that water
reached uff to bluft

Susths Flasée we of Ogallala and tat
here were fifty thousand head of|
cattle moved to higher ground without

much loss. “But there’s a lot of dif-

ference 1n floods” he said. “I have

seen quite a few rivers on the rampage|
but all of them were tame compared,
to the Republican flood waters and
lly as it applies to th

b e
of drainage it carries from the plains|

MIs wost oupiy flood watess inko
it. But last week's
o new hign level for even the South|

carried and|

Gestruction 1 s path, and et s
Path it made”

pertor

SURVEY OF FLOOD DAMAGE
BEING MADE BY FARM BUREAU

In co-operation with the Rural Re-
habilitation Division and the Red]
Cross, a survey of damage to farms|

“Thya| 804, farm 1anas by the flood is being

made by the Dundy County Farm|g
Burean. ormation thus. g
tained is to be used by all existing or-
ganizations which are Working on
flood relief.

preliminary summartztiog of the
data being obtained, as taken from

about 85% of the valley farms, shows
took  temporary round tree|the following figures: Puldings|
roots and other points where debris|were lost and 29 damaged; about

had gathered. Dogzens of them were
killed but as the days passed their!
numbers became less on the lowlands
as they apparently drifted to the
= N

inclined to be vicious, having had only|
the common purpose of preserving,
their lives.

acres of cultivated land was completely  himselt
acres of | the ligament of his legs and that his
2500 chickens | knee job

ruined;
pasture land was ruined;

re lost and other Livestock suffered
large death losses.

Schedule 'x Announced For
Various Towns In County
Flood District

The Red Cross is carrsing on &
typhoid inoculation program for Dun-
dy county people living in the flood
area, the Work getting under way
Trodneslay uptn Teipt of e necee-
sary serum. th
Reynoids, in charge of Red Groms ae-

tivities in Dundy county, the schedule
has been as follows:
Wenenday focendon—Parks
:y afternoon—Haigler.

Tmusdn forenoon—Max.
Friday forenoon at court house—
Benkelman.
‘Both Doctors J. F. Premer and N. H.
Lewis will assist with the inoculation

on dates and at places indicated above

for three consecutive weeks.
Everyone in or close to the flood
should avail themselves of this
opportunity to protect themselves and
ir fami he possibilities

of the typhoid epidemic which is s

wad
on_the| Accordin

rogress

there Is much to be done and time will

be required to carry out the Red Cross

program which has been planned fo

Dundy county.

Miss Beus Wiedman,
ed

nirse, ey een. catied o e Jomt
oyl g Ml
week.
el VSt crmalacci)
pocker, also arrived hiere Sunda
s her part in bringing order out
ot the ehacs the Tiood brought wih it

TAKES BIG CHANCES
BUT GETS RESULTS

In making the trip across the South
Fork on Saturday afternoon following
the flood, Henry Admire and his com=
Tades hed ikl difiulty bnk on the
return trip Henry almost lost his life
hen ne oundered i tne quck sands

nd for more than a fought
Getiantly Tor his life, mot being so sure
whether he or death were to be the
victor. To add to the complications he
was confronted with an automobil
body rollug and_tumbling dizectly
above him and he was in its
path. He finally extricated himself P
not until the fast moving debris was

0 close upon him.

In his efforte o free
that he stretched

it seemed

had almost been pulled
spast for o cowd walk only with dt-
joulty for several days afterwards.

Rehabmbnnnn Approval Board
ing of

Siltation Supervisor R, B. Oases end

th Reynolds, Red Cross|

Representative, hefore suy work is

ordered. Al this work is to be

but applications must be written 0

County Agent Noyes, Reha-| for a

ey hands of the board be-

work can be done on any
property, The present plan also cals
number of FERA men to Work
with the CCC boys.

‘According to officials in charge 1
is estimated that from two to thre
months will be required to handle the!
Dundy county flood situation.

3

BODY OF ORA DAVIS RECOVERED

FOLKS LEAVE HOMES
WHEN RIVER RISES

Since the flood waters claimed many|
lives and did almost inestimable
age to farm lands and property In|
their recent mad rush to the Gulf of
xico, “Old Man River” has had the
public eye focused on him with a,

the
debris ridden South Fork channels
As the day wore on, Henry Admire,
Dewey Ge: ‘Pettit under-

later, a thousand people Were grouped
irst,

Robbin Pettis and their six children|
and cars were at once dispatched to|
living on Big Timber. Other families,|

m loved ones, returned
their homes to rest after the longest|
| period of their lives spent in the at-
| mosphere of abject doubt, fear and,
! nope.

S

later it was necessary to close all the
doors and as the forenoon progressed,
the rise contimued wntd. water was|
covering the floor o a depth of sev-
eral inches. The Rogers farm is lo-
cated more than half mile from high|
land and it began to look to
Peterton s though . ther
rapidly approaching. However, as the|
waters Teceded 3t Dear noon, a rescue

point where it came thru the windows|

out of range of the channel Waves,
not badly dsmaged.

carry the word to the various families| wednesd

fortunate in_ receiving more favorable | copy
news

M.
was|

and one cattle shed was submerged|in Denmark.

oy :d POST’S FLOOD EDITION IS -SENT

TO EVERY STATE IN THE UNION

+|850 Extra Copies Plus Sub-

scriber’s Re-sent Posts
Go to All States

Although 850 additional Posts were
‘printed to take care of the anticipated
demand for flood copies, the demand
was greatly underestimated and our
supply of extra copies was exhausted
jay. The demand would have

postottce, practically al of the 1100
regular coples mailed foscrit
e e and. relatives o8
distant points. Although the Tegulat
issue of rea <
at least half of the states of tne Union
each week, last week's edition touched
the entire United States and some were
sent to foreign countries inciuding,|
Denmark, England, Autralia and Can-
And

ada. 5 were all sent to people
who at one time lived in the Repub-
lican valley. One of these was Mads

Klondyke from this end of the state

when the gold strike was announced.

Ho was slwas o groat teeer ant

perhaps knew countries better

Fhan any ofher resdent of the sate.

Hie is now lving in his borhood, hom
Bei

nature, Mads explmd this section of
the country I

tom carried a small gold content,

“or by re

would be impossible to recover it suo-
cessfully with present day mining|
equipment. But we doubt if Mads|
ever suspicioned that there could be a|
l00d of such damaging proportions as|
visited us on May 3ist.

Railroad Tracks
Almost Repaired

n
Burlington Plans Return to

Main Line Schedules by
First of the Week

Reconstruction in Dundy
county got a serious set-back with the|
oG (ot Shnday ¥l oo abeemg o
applied particularly to bridge

temporary rebuilding of the
‘main line of the Burlington in Dundy|
county. The Parks bridge lost a long|
section of new fill and the tracks east
of Baskiman wero completly washod
into the newly formed
But Monday m¢ things down et
way looked like a human beehive.

the| Around two hundred men were put to|

work and on Tuesday night a drag line
was moved from the Parks sectar and
bezan to eat its way high
bank on the north side of the highway
and by Wednesday night a new road|
bed was tinitied and the track wag in
5 to Tecelve a work train. Two)
Tork tratns arrived during the day and
sltough they moved mighty slow. the
et of & s e

keiman sgain was zeally & retreshing

soris | Tiver

that he never knew be-
fore and when the comes down
stream to the effect that the water is
rising 1t almos; maddening:
efect on the population .

Such a report got in circulation
Tuesday and not without some basis

of fact. At six o'clock Tuesday even-| W¢

ing a report from a reliable source
sald that the South Fork was on the
ra bove St. Francis and was a
mile wide west of that town. The re-

port also reached here that the North|his

‘While the
N rise all
day Wednesday, it did not get out of|
its banks. But it did roar and threaten|
enough that at two o'clock Tuesday

m , every single Parks citizen
vacated their homes and sought
mes d. The South|

at near eight o'clock Wednesday night.
It was pretty high for several hours|
and folks were plainly disturbed as the|
roar of the waters could be heard for|
more than a mile at Benkelman when|
the two streams junctioned and the|
extended to several hundred
yards in width. But the water began

1| this time, however.

% EAST OF MAX ON LAST SUNDAY

Body Missing for Ten Days.
Funeral Services Are
Held Immediately.

The body of Ora Davis was
ered on the Foster farm €ast of Max
Sunday morning by H. H. Hosick who
farms the place and who was looking
over his potato patch. Only one shos
b e e AL B
casual glance ick noticed
e reported. to. suthorites and
the body was returned to Benkelman
that afternoon and was buried in the
Benkelman cemetery following short
services at the grave by Rev. Frank
oodward.

fortunately stood the

flood waters, said that he saw two

men a section of bridge going

down stream, and it is believed that

these men were Davis and Duvall.
Y as

was found about three and one-half
miles further down.

O3 G Daris, only ¢hld of Emily
and John C. Da
26, 1883, at mnn.y.
Missor

Gentrr county,

e of e Mesti st

sight to the local folks even though!
they knew that it couldn’t go any-
where. Burlington officials are hope-

fl et repairs will be completed 0| hat

he regular main line schedule
a3 o semuaned Monday bu 1 15 pas-

one immediate point in view and that
is to re-establish the regular train
xchzﬂ\ue over the main lme. After

lished, plans and work
il go forward In ihe bullding of &
permanent roadway east of Benkel-

sible that this may not happen before| man
Tuesday.

The present track arrangement is|
oy temporscy.  Acooeding fo Agent
Hanson, no one knows

and how the new main line wil be Te-
built. The railroad officials have but

kslimans Tomber ooupany an H—ade
Cook Tribune.
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BURLINGTON INVITED TO BUILD

ITSELF A NEW

Holyoke Commercial Clab In-
vents Idea and Submits It
to Ralph Budd; Draws
Courteous Reply

What Do You Think of This?
It Is From the Holyoke
(Colo.) Enterp

In response to a telegram sent last
week to President Ralph Budd of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy raiva,
suggesting that the company change
its route, Guy L. Blincow, semmy of
the Holyoke commercial club, received
a letter from President Budd that the
suggestion would recetve due considera-
tion.

The telegram to the president was
the result of. & resolution passed at
the meeting of the commercial clud
Iast Thursday evening at which it was
thought that because of the heavy

mage to the tracks of the main line
of the Burlington from Haigler, Nebr.,
to Oxford, Nebr, a telegram to the
company might not be amiss.

The recent which
through the Republican
‘Haigler to the mouth of the Republi-
can river at Manhattan, Kans., was the

the rallway alone. After ten days of
labor the Aristocrat, crack train of the

A Lo oo A AN LR

2| appreciate
2| be sure that it will have due considera-

MAIN LINE WEST

HOLYOKE MEN MAKE
NEIGHBORLY GESTURE

By way of sympathy the progressive
business men of e have kindly
suggested the idea that they take the
main line of the Burlington up_their
way so that the flood-torn Republican
valley will not be bothered with it
further. It is & beautiful, friendly,
neighborly idea but there are a Iot of
folks down this way that would rather
Have them volusteer to take the
publican river up 1 .

R

‘Burlington. we v
with it so long and have learned to like
it 50 well that we just don't know how
we could get along without it.

Burlington is still marooned near Ben-
kelman, Nebr., where it has been since
May 31

ing is the letter from Presi-
dent Budd, who was at Oxford,
as the
Mr. G. L. Blincow,
Secretary, Holyoke Commercial Club
Holyoke, Colorado.
Dear Mr. Blincos

our telegram of the seve:
tive to rouling the main lne of e
Burlington from Holdrege via Sterling!
to Denver, has been received and we
the suggestion. may

Nebr.,

tion. Yours very truly,
Ral

Iph Budd.

LIGHTNING PLAY

SPARTIN A

NEAR TRAGEDY DURING FLOOD

‘Hundreds of chapters could be Writ-
ten on the flood and the threat it
Brought to human life in the Repub-
lican valley and yet the story would
not be fully told because it involved
sper-

nani meadow some weeks before and

During the first
e Tsie sl Toth et e struck|
and shattered the

first did not seem to sppm'ently eitort
any member of the family seriously.
Later in the night, however, Mrs.
Lewis heard the flood waters rising
and attempted to awaken her husband.
But it seemed that the effect of the

shock had made him groggy and It
seemed Impossible for her to arouse
him to the situation. She continued
er efforts constantly from midnight
until near two o'clock when he started|
%o retwn to his normal self. Finally,
& full realization of the dangers beset-
ting them seemed to come to him and,
carying their little son Vance, they
started for the rallroad tracks, battling
the flood waters waist deep. Taking

7

attempted to get back to the Magnani
place to sslvage clthing and wearin
apparel which had been left but they
found it impossible as the waters had|
then risen o the point where it was!
shasltely imposstla” to with

ome fully recovered from,

lightning but it will take him a long
time to forget how nearly he and his
family came to joining the unfortunate
number wio losv their ives in the
flood waters.

THREE STRATTO

N PEOPLE ARE

DROWNED WHEN BOAT SINKS

Tow Rope Breaks In Center
Of River and Women
Are Drowned

Herole efforts of a rescue squad to
rescue the Stonecipher family of Strat-
ton from the raging currents of the
‘Republican river last Friday failed and
Stoneipher, Mildred Stone-

cipher, 14, a daughter and Bthle Black,
i . Stone-

Mr. Stonecipher. waded and swam to
the house and C k refuge on the
barn ot escue workers reached

the son first and he

.| short time Friday

. | wells

to the house and Mrs.
and the two girls were put in the boat.
In the process of towing the boat back|

the boat floated a. feet in the
gry waves and then capsized and
the three women drowned.
Jim Berel, Stration vilage marshal
Is given cret for e lives of
3ot the osmupants of the lower
end of Stratton when ne waded and
swam the flood waters to warn them of
their peril.
Stratton was without lights for a
and Saturday in or-
der that the water codled engines
might be stopped as a water conserva-
tion measure.

ing enough water for the city pur-

s are warned to boll
the water in prevention of typhold
ever.

safety. The boat was then sent back| fever.

* |0 place of securi

Theettoots of belng shunned by the|

Stonecipher | ¥

to the bank the tow Tope broke and| (TP

Benkelman depot by R. D, Draliner on
had reached its crest
passing track of the Burlington at the

O'Brien farm across the 1
three and one-half miles.

| Gult of Mexico.

WHEN NATURE RUNS RIOT

DEATH AND DESTRUCTION FOLLOW

e above picture of the flood was photographed from the top of the

Friday, May 31st at the time the flood

The water extended from wihin ten feet of the south

crossing immediately east of the depot
ne in Kansas, a distance of more than

Tt zeached a depth of twenty feet in the channels
3= and the waves arose to a heighth of fourteen feet in their
This was the point where the waters from the North and
South Forks of the Republican river and Big Timber creck came together and
here the flood waters were no doudt the widest in the Dundy county area.

mad rush to the

TO REFUGEE'S N

Island Refuge Offered Plenty
of Wild Animal and Reptile
Company to Refugees

The horrors of the night almost
equaled that of the day last Friday
for Mr. and Mrs. Frank Ferguson whol

to the island east of the J. A. McDon-
ald place on the crest of the South
Fork flood waters. The island pro-
vided welcome shelter to Mr. and Mrs.
Ferguson but it likewise proved to be

ity for wild life of
There were all kinds of
lodged on the island but

various kinds,
small animals

| the only thing that gave cause for ser-

hob cat, that

ain was he afraid. » Mr.
Ferguon seid, “he seemed o be in al
stupor and wasn't much interested 1n|

anyeiing further han Koeping out of
the O
Bumerous on the island and there was
at least one skunk
worried Mr.
was the presence of snakes, especially
those of the water variety.
seemed to be everywhere,” Mr. Fergu-
son said, “and I killed several of them
to keep & spot clear. Dozens of them
ers linging around the frees and en-
und the bushes and smaller|
T g0t torriby chilly during
iy of

te

even all of these things were better
than the howling, gursling waves that
were around us on every side. When
the sun came out all we had
wait for the rescue which was begun
shortly after day break, and to keep
from stepping on snakes.”

rode a roof from the old Wilson farm| thy

o s, Ferguson, mos

“They' Art

BOB CATS AND SNAKES ADDED

IGHT OF HORROR

DUVALLS’ DOGS HAD NO
PART IN THE RECOVERY |

The recovery of the body ATt
Duvall brings to light another secret
the ‘rampant Repubican macs 1 e
annals of its destructive career.
the solving of the Duvall fate e

rown no light on the possible fate
of his companion, Ora Davis. Accord-
ing to Al Mathis both Duvall
Davis were on the North Fork bridge
55 i passed Ly the island upon which
the body !

west of Max by Glen Stute, Garl Selby,
Albert Barker and August Gunther, it
was In the north channel of the river
and the North Fork bridge

falth that the Davis body could be
found n the territory near but a much
larger group of men Teturned to the
spot end searched 1t in vain. Contrary|
to p-evious rumors there were no dogs
ther thing that might have
|susgested that he might have been
Duvall's watch was stopped at
mtil four o'clock.
large number of the dogs belonging to
Duvall were found by a searching
party between Benkelman and Max.
They were tied to a fence and appar-
ently all perished early in the flood.
This led friends to believe that Duvall
and Davis were contronted with the)
proposition of trying to save their o
e at s fime whon ‘they doubted
their ability to reach even the bridge,
otherwise “Dog Shorty” would have
surely untied his dogs before leaving.

The farm

o | ctoaped of overy ‘bulding. The eavie

on the place ad been moved to safety
and no one was in the house at the
Hime 1t was destroyed.

and| o

as m:m, station.
¢ that it would be tmpossile to

* |SOUTH FORK MOST VICIOUS

OF TWO REPUBLICAN RIVERS

River Has Fall of Between
Seven to Twelve Feet
Thra Cheyerme County

After the first flood
passed on Fridsy, May 3ist, people
i b e relief but it
for a short time before the
e highest flood crest ap-
peared.

nad|

The South Fork river was|®id

OHIO RIVER BOATSMAN
COULDN'T MAKE GRADE

One of the amusing incidents con-
nected with the rescue of the south
side folks at the bridge approach Sat-
urday was when one passengers
from the marooned train came down
%o the shore of the river where E. D.
‘Taylor, W. F. Fallert, the Follett boys
thers were attempting to get a

terrific in both volume and power. It :;h]e prer fo e bricgs ‘":xa’:“ o
was almost unbelievabl and '
s ost unbelievable. 1t rolled a1d] ,nq had lived on the Ohio river all his

just passed. Although the North Fork

was at the highest flood stage perhaps i

ever known, and its I

South Fork flood waters swept It to|
the northeast and seemed &

the power of mastership, adding to lis
plunging, rasping, weird, roaring, nev-
er-to-be forgotten cyclonic like speed;
as it covered the river bottom a
fought deflantly the obstruction that
higher ground placed in its path. The| ¥
water had a deep, yellow liquid ap-
pearance. Tt c:

stench with it.

continue its withering trail of disaster
and deat!

The South Fork is without doubt the
most destructive river entering Nebras-
ka_territory.
eighty miles of land from the Kansas
ine into Colorado. According to the

!
St. Francis Herald cloudbursts at Sei-
e

S

at their highest stage go-
ing past St. Francis Friday was fitteen
feet above the water when the Repub-

lican-is at its normal, placid flow. The|

water was five feet above the surface
of the new concrete highway bridge
washed out at the middle of the valley

concrete
bridges seemed to suffer the same
fate as the wooden structures.

more_than| ¥

e | There is 1o sign of

The|
L

b5 |life and knew the why and wherefors

of putting cables really big
treams and sald that this fob would

of thelr ful cooperation T carrving
out his plans.
e bous taken un the siver 160 yrds
il s et i

7 ie-zag crowing with Gene
Tay!oz in the other end of the boat

= | holding the rope. He showed fine pro-

e morih bunk sbout & nundred yards

2| down, the boat jumping and bucking

like a broncho every inch of the way.
16 was about the hottest boat side that
Taylor had ever had, spite this
e was mighty glad e e viten
brought it ashore and reluctantly ad-
mitted that 1t was the toughest water

. The rope was finally
landed on the other side thru the ex-
pert evimming of ome of ¢ Younger

with e sid of the older group
holding it above the curren

concrete bridge on highway 36 _Just
svest of here and about the middle of
the valley washed away completely.
it on the spot, The
eratesfithoc] angfrave o it ant
buried ar down stream
From the eripimel site, - And buidimgs
that started floating into the current
were smashed to smithereens in no
| time.

The South Fork is not without reason
for being the wild, unwieldly, treach-
erous stream it is. The Herald quotes
engincers who have surveved tne valley

thru Cheyenne county
are some places where the fall is as
much as twelve feet to the mile,

CHILD IS LOST DESPITE THE
HEROIC EFFORTS OF FATHER

Four-Year Old Lois Burke Is
Lost As Flood Waters Cut
Off Family’s Retreat

of the crushing blows that the

heatiens foed vited Wpon the

section was
Burke, daughter

of Mr. and M.

Arcnis Burks who resded in 8 drel-
i

Ziag . the e, .

o ook one of ine enfldren and i o
Mr. Burke leading, attempted to reach
the Kuhlman store. But the power of | oot

Peter Courtright Is Missing
After South Fork Destroys
Kansas Line Gas Station

FLOODS TEST EF
THE NEW R

Small Drmnage Area On the
Creek Raises Water but
Little at Dam

During the flood stage all day Fri-
day the report continued to circulate
that am had gone
out and many local folks felt grave
apprehensions as to whether or not it
would hold. But the report did not
disturb H. P. Runion

in the first place,
drainage into the lake.
was the strongest feature 1t held, other|
than being sumplled with pure
water fro rings which feeds i
They kewion 101 contidont of the
quality of the workmanship and aters
lals thet had gone into the eongiruc.
tion of the uring all the flood

n|at the Uy

FICIENCY OF
OCK CREEK DAM

can he sty esimated that Sodk
Creek dam will prove efficient under|
almost any flood condition.

Although 467 inches of rain fall was|
recorded at the government rain guage|
in Benkelman Thursday night and|
Frid: ing, and Benkelman's|
drainage system was taxed to its full

At the Kansas filling station on the
St. Francis road, Chris Cowrtright and
son Pete were trapped in the station
and Eli Courtright, brother of Chiis
Courtrightt, met a_similar fate in &
shack close by,
asl

p. e firs
the flood cnndmon but had scarcely
gotten dressed before the station
Euilding Jeft tts toundation and then
collapsed. Eli waded, swam and plunged
for some distance before he was caught
in a cwrent and after a terrific effort
was carried near enough to the base

TWO MEN ESCAPE BUT LAD IS
DROWNED IN SOUTH FORK FURY

one
of the hills that he could walk. He |
again before she went over the bridge| 1

and ino the raging torrents below.
|

when Chris

that Pete, who is 15 years ol -
left the bullding after they nad suc-
eeded in oatteving  hole thru the

ter the wall again when it suddenly
collapsed and he was thrown into the
torrent. Like Eli, he plunged, swai
and wa

glant wave picked
he the ground was
enough to walk on. He never say
son after he succeeded in getting out
and he has not been seen nor heard of
since and like the Test of those report-
ed missing, the likelihood of his body
being recovered lessens each day.

limit, but little actual damage result-
ed in the town proper. As has been
the case before the drainage system!
srowse garage comer and 1n
front of the school houst
rainage dlten north of the
Benkelman was_spared
tremendous loss thru flood damage.
And this especially applied to our light
and water system which was not af-
fected 1 Al thru -
iod of our county’s greatest disaster
Benkelman's light system worked per-
fectly which greatly aided thru
Tetic hours of Thursday and Friday|
hs.

F

cemetery,

period only ‘one of the spillways were | nig)

for
When|
the guags shomed

n prepar
thes

ficlent hefghth and power to withstand
feet more water, so that it

Something like 150 men are working
on the roads south in an effort to re-
place some of the bridges and rebuild
roads lent o permit traffic from
the south and east sections. Roads in
that section Will probably be open in

South Fork Woman Drowns
In Attempt to Reach High
Ground and Safety

Mrs. Harvey Barnhart, well known
Soutn Fork woman_ liing on_tne

Benkelman and St. Francis was & vic-
tm last  Friday|
| morning. and Mrs. Barnhart and|

thelr children attempted to reach the
barn and higher n the

and it appears that the

flood waters enveloped their dwelling| o

MRS, HARVEY BARNHART WAS
VICTIM IN SOUTH FORK FLOOD

waters had created and of which
she had no knowledge and sank from
view before her husband could cateh|
She never in sight
again and when the waters receded her|

=

the barnyard
according to reports reaching Benkel-
Being located between the two
rivers and completely swrrounded, 1t
was with great difficulty that word
could be communieated to St. Francis|

E

carry the body to an undertaking par-

2 fow days.

woman stepped in a hole which the

So far as we have been able o learn,
Mrs. Barnhart and Pete Courtrig

when a plane came from that town to| av:

Parks
the death of little Lois

[Men Spend Night
and Day on Roof
Top During Flood

South Fork Floods Herring
Home and Drive Occupants
To Refuge on Roof

Tom Herring and Marion Hudson
Bad a thriliog experience when the

Len. e secoverea.or the s time ™

gri
but in his struggle with the

waves,
she was torn from se

5 he searched, hoped
prayed but it was of no avail

ost. When he was rescued
from the bridge he was wedged against
it with his legs and arms wrapped
around the banister. In the meantime
and for the same length of time Mrs.

hand and fighting to save the baby
she held in the other. It was a brave

fight, a gallant fight on the part of the o

community go out o them in their hour
of irreparable loss and deep SOrTOW.
While their grief s crushing, they stiil
have the realization that they gave
everything they had to save their 1oved
and thelr efforts were heroic, even
fhough they " fatied.  Although  the
search has continued almost constant-

The

Tom wero sort of bmhmg at the lower
house In the

the xaln made It very disagreeable
Thursday evening and hardly conduc-
ive to good sleep 50 the two men were
very reluctant about retiring. Late
at night a wall of water high enough
to completely cover the windows hit
‘house. men held the door of

the room they were in for
while and when they realized that the
reat  preseure of the water was too
esist, they made a dash for
e Vile_praubing a. naniern and 5
flour and some tobacco. Al-

o "
B ing e taphgnt mours sincs the 4073 o7 several howrs and ai last
tragedy, the body has not et DR ypice came it went over the window
recovered.

A small grip was found at Bartley
Tuesday which appeared might be the|

property of one Wm. Lorimore, Ben- rj

Kelman, Nebraska. some
letters, some insurance policies for,
Dboth life and real estate and some
personal correspondence.—MeCook Tri-
bune.

15-year-old lad who was caught in the
wvalanche of water and hurled to his
Brovable death at the filing station on

‘Benkelman-St. 0ad, were
The ooty o Tives 1ot on e ‘South

e, | Foric from St. Francls this way.

Saturday afternoon.  After the

ce:
destroyeq and the Herring
day stands with mud up to
knobs, inside and o




Souvenior Flood Edition of The Benkelman Post and News-Chronicle Combining Flood News From Regular Issues of June 7-14-21, 1935.

E. B. FAYLOR FAMILY AND MRS. 'PARKS HARDEST HIT TOWN IN
DUNDY COUNTY FLOOD AREA.
BABY BURKE IS FLOOD VICTIM

OSBORNE ARE BELIEVED DEAD

Homes on River Bottom Are
Washed Away and No One
Has Found Trace of Them

As the days go by and the search for,
s more
hor

Jost odies contins, it hecom

over the Republican valley last Friday.
She had known the country for a great

many years, and like hundreds of the
older settlers, could scarcely conceive
of such 8 pessibility. - She loved her

a mie
't Benkel-
the most precarious
1t was
e C. A. Hester home for,
year

man was in one of
Spots in the entire flood zone.
Xknown as th

shore was lined with stately cotton-
wo0ds, some of them fifty to seventy-
When the torrents lefs
b er course and cut a new
channel in its haste to join the wild
flood waters below, it dires
tlood squarely at house. Trees
were uprooted by the dozens and rolled
sad tomed and the Otbarme bouts and
R LT
diate course t =vuymmg

. the Hester house o

Faylor
for

that she stll doubted the safety and
wisdom of the move,

cted _the | the

SCHOOL BUILDING TO
HOUSE FERA WORKERS

The high school bullding is being
turned into ‘Teadquart-

in the food area. The fist group wil
ork for and then be
Placed win ooner group.  Both

groups will be from the Omaha divis- |
A

foreman will be locally em-

The present plans esl for &
search of the flood area for

Flood Waters Covered Town

Almost Before Any One Rea-

lized it and Heroic Measures Alone Saved Many
Lives. False Report of Rock Creeck Dam Break.

MANY HOMES SWEPT FROM THEIR FOUNDATIONS :;

With night watchman Harry Martin
on the beat all night Thursday and
various persons Temaining up until
Iate, the coming of the flood was mot.
s great a suprise to Benkelman|
folks as 1t was to Parks which suf-
fered the loss of one
greatest acutal property damay
any town in the county. But had it
not been for the presence of mind of

ge of

Which will be buried. - Bridge. Tumber

|

Loss of Life Reported in

Host of Atljommg Towns‘

|
Reports trom other towns are plenti-|

ful but there are so many stories that

1 s prsicaly imoossile o e

| authenticity. The

t
Siratton 15 veporied a three swmv‘
ed at Trenton but no loss|
at_ Culbert-

Selegrapn
Communications out and practicaty all
e
patches were restricted to mere rum.-|

and that the three Miller children are
ol unascounted Lo
Swanson, McC
Elizabeth Shooker, rural wach:x rin e
Chase county atles
Siilr_and Jile " dnughicr ng-nm
ooker’s body was found
pocket book
her arm.

| cate. Dale Miller, city councilman, had
¢ | gone to the farm to
the ap)

warn the family of

ol Chazlans

The South Fork flood waters came
upon the occupants of the valley with
such s

The George ziske|

g onl e v e ]
farm, were forced to th

of their house very soon after the st

2
E

oot everal of thelr outaide Jouiaings

and suffered a great from the

washing of the land. The channel of

the xiver was changed and it comes
much nearer their home than before

They expect to loave the valley a3 soom
s possible.

FARMERS IN FLO

Over Sixty Apply for Free
Clean-up Service in Dundy

Flood Area
Over sty furmers in the 1ood srea
Dave epplied o County Agent Noyes

Zor cieanup labor
furnished free by e gove)nment m
the effort to assist in re-establishing
the flood area to as mear as can be
‘accomplished pre-flood condition. M

vay in the valley
and 70 buildings have been lost. In a

reat many places the wire has lodsed 1

d the debris and a part
It can be recovered. | Bulldings have
been washed away and broken apart
and sections of them are seattered over
e 29 buildings
< eepained and npprnxvmate]y 7,000
acres of land to be checked and the
oles and deep washes to be filled up.
pproval Board in charge of
consideration of epplications for cleas-
ce work consists of
Noves, Rehamiiation Suporser 5
Casey and Miss Elizabeth Reynolds,

any property
without the pproval of the boesd snd
the owner. The labor wil be furnished

arm
by ihe GGG ana FERA and wil be @nd in other types of xeconsty

0D AREA ASK [
FOR HELP IN THE CLEAN.UP

County Agent
floars.

| that although it will take a

BUTHERUS BUILDINGS
WASHED AWAY IN FLOOD

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Butherus, par-
ents of Mrs. Harold Mosier who lost
her life in the flood waters last Sun-
nown to

1916,
farm near Colfer but sold 1t shortly
after that and returned to Bartley to
id position with the Bur-
nd had

31s

ming on moving his
dwelling info Bartley now and

of treatment,

in 708 construction, both s it applies,

to highway and f market roads
rucion |

upphcntions Sreemted to County Agent
on

| the lake where he got a boat and thea | T
aws

~|was st much greater danger close

1y i wagon Eet_to
nd Tround. ietore Wbt wae ety of e

Handicuns st

ood | confronted with

5| fo
fought for the lives of their human|
g0,

— o
Every available man is being sought

Merle Standish and his men, the

death loss might have mounted into

of the ranch help. He sent the men
horse back to cut pasture fences
|and then came to Parks. He loaded
his family in a wagon and drove to

headed for
from their s a
Tescue program. Sixteen men—eight &
at each end of the boat—wading

water almost shoulder  deep, Tought
way from house fo house, esou-
& Tamily atter family. It was & g

ing
gantic struggle between man and ele-
ments as they fought to Tetain control
of the boat while the waves plunged
Dither and thither, trying every fiber
of their endursnce i relaining te
human cargo. This Test
continued. unél cvesy eitioen, save the|

ful if any town in the flood area had

s

Gantlo test of b
human courage and Parks
hood qualified ane hundred per cont.
vas practically|

s Friday night, the rine spirs
o( coursge and sef elance that had
lives of the early|

Plomaen. pesents and relatiés ot any

of these same people, lived again and
although i ce to lov
eir heads that nignt, few sowed,

the future or what it had to offer

life and the|one

cue work was | t

e Come et e
of town to spend the night and many

Sese brougit o Bonkcman out heighe
and early Saturday morning they were,

back on the job to begin the work of
reconstruction. Being the hardest ht
by the flood waters, Parks likewlse has
of the most dangerous health

problems to meet. Every effort is be-

Monday and this is being distrlbuted

| for use in treating the water.

Premer has requlltoned tyshoid ser-
m thru government channels and as
Soon 25 & suttiolent supply Js recelved
it is plantied to inoculate every person
in the distrct 50 far as 1t is possble
e system will be followed in
other flood  districts. ‘mean-
time doctors are warning people of the,
yohold danger and asking them to
thoroughly boil every drop of water for
human consumption.
When rescue parties reached Parks
eanly Saturday momming, fearful of
they be forced to view
e Torm o Jos of life, relieved in-
deed were their minds when they,
found that the Parks folks had met
their

=

t| Haigler where help

FOUGHT RAGING

TORRENTS ALL

NIGHT WITH RESULT DOUBTFUL

Jack Miller Staked His Life|:;
On Keeping Truck Out of
River and Won by Inches

tat] et Ryinid Rt iueesfcs
D] s
B

Crovded ‘b breathing slemefits aut of
the atmosphere and the air became
stifling. crowsed iho  highway
bridge over the Arickaree and as
e somewhnt
stopped _his

brakes and prepared fo wait for the
water to recede. But instead it con-
tinueg. o rise. 1 actually velleve it
Toms dive tnebes 1o ttes,” be

Tore the waber began shooting. thra
the opening of the floor boards around
the gears and brakes. When the waves
s o] el ot
ater up thr openings
Tenn 1ot bop.

o e

debris began to settle behind the truck
an g towards the rag-
ing channels. Finding a stick in the

ek the rear of it and

fought the debris from accummulat-
ing. But even then the truck moved
el e
the channel. The water seached the

top of the truck bed at Jast and it
seemed a losing fight to keep it from
skiading but Jack stayed on the Job

and fought for his life. From 9:30
Thursday evening until seven o'clock|
the bat~

Eed et gl oG
and when the water Teceded suf-
ety o s o et s i

later in the day and thru the use of
1

t
longer

e/ o

adnt’ been ther long be- |5

Then |y,

was given Dbim|how

inated the ekies 4o that ono could see
for long distances at As 1 set
nere ama wektes, Burhigion passenger

ould

e bridge. A
mnd o wnh hgms oY ani
Doo indows were
ST o
waiching the flood. As the heavy
train prased over it seemed to me that
ud gee the track seitling end
Scareely hadt tho of the last

concr paseed over e briage vefocs
the water began sur
boundlesstorrents.

with the hand car stll leading It
After the train had passed a group of
Section men ca the bridge and

ter to get thru. I knew there was
20 way tor o e me but still
the pover of Bope grows stronger with
Gespiration and ¥ th ought T would call

em act their attention.
Never before in my life h 5 con-

bottom and climbed on to the cab and
the town snd Yolunteers 1rom Benkel. | and. waiehed siness for something | remained there witil 1 could get out.
man have since been busy in the hope| eavy to drift by that I could jump on| “People me sbout  seeing Iolks
of reestablishing order fo some extent|to, Once e almost close riding xools and things and shouting
ot least. But In the Parks section, o3| eniough but it was caught in & whirl-| s the river,” Jack
in the entire fI vears  ing eddy back of the truck tha seemed | said. 7 oan fully uduntand o o
will elapee betore the. sesis. 01 the| o detoue a1 f the hosvier debri: and ing death they were passing thru
work of moeconted. conditon| w mentally, but I can’t understand how

Tave entirly disappeared fror
There is scarcely any Wy to accurate:
1y estimate the propert
that was inflicted upon the Republican
valley district. It extended from thel
sources of both the North and South
Forks of the Republican rivers in Cal-
20 to their tributaries and the en-
tire valley was
from Colorado to Kansas City.

'MULE TEAM PROVES EQUAL TO

TASK IN FLOOD EMERGENCY

buldings, lve stockc and_even peonle

! Purl Newman Famlly Finds
Safety After Hectic Night
Spent Amid High Waves

. P. Newman was in from his South
e T et
Purl

fine farm grounds
to sand drifts, ugly cuts a
aused by water erosion, and all
Purl was nevertheless feeling pretty
go0d If for 1o other Teason than tha
he and his entire family escaped with
ere all b

they found themselves when
they were awakered carly Friday
| morning fo find their home
water on every side with e
ring and churning of the flo
Waters fas above, Indicating that there

at hand. Purl surveyed the situation
pretty rapidly and concluded that the
only thing to do was to load the fam-
higher

road was gone. e were many
ding in the way. It was

with great difficulty that a team of| T\

bounding flood waters
frees brdges and olher dangerou
contingencies

ere Totger puwcx(u]
mules and once they did make the
start, they did a great ob of it, Some-
times they struck holes deep enough o
submerge them @

they stayed right in there and fought

r their lives and in so doing also

ters, the the
Taves troes beng uproated ke eeds,

floating down the siver pained a
e i our minds hat was horn!yan
i 50 tarily depressng.”

ughter o and o that 35 geeat a5 the
fload an Fork

Between 150 and 200 hundred men
gathered on the streets at six o'clock
Tuesday morning when the fire whistl

was inder  captains

spread along. the river valley 5 bury

ere rocevered

me hole west of Parks.
Practically every carcass between Max
and Parks was buried and the atme
phere cleared up considzmhly n the

5 | iver sections that

o Krug came near loing bis lte

moved the cattle to higher
But as the water continued to rise, he

| concluded to cut the fences and try
H

get them off the mead alme
Feached the Rogers owse whon the

current took him off his feet and the| he

fact that he was close to a barbed wire
ence and grabbed 1t, saved s Ite
His hands were badly for the
barks, Those watching him enter the
water, feared that he was lost when

¢ tiood submerged him, but ho fin

ally regained his feet and followed the|on
e | fence out.

He Jost few, if any, cattle.

Little Post Want-Ads Bring Results.

y damage alone|of the o

sompletsly faoded | ch

t grou inds and east of

xmumm 4 beaged sTaignt tor e

f_the can river
el The night was intensely dark
but almost constant lightning illum-

cent

‘Repu

they could shout. It seemed so Im-
‘possible for me,” he

Tt Med-
of them attempted
o drive to Benkelmaa but were forced

{0 Jeave thelz car at the Cattonvood
Tanch where the bridge was out and
walk

to Benkelman betweon the rivers,
coming across the North Fork south of
Benkelman on the boat,

13 KNOWN DEAD AND
6 ARE STILL MISSING)

(Continued from page 1)

sivrside but tht  sddenly disap-

prafnd Migorie g
light, enough that she could o mat
distance. but the bous

T it s evidens that 1o
Bouee collapeed ent washed away ot
beteen o and fouw otlodk Trday

s, Osborne with it

would throw debris ten feet In the air
hen they truck it sight.

o particular ch
r0ss chan
The

the Sou

ter
reached its natural course.

areat:
was the force that it forced the legu]nr

14 son Bud and 15-year-old daugh-|channel clear to the railroad :
T N e hen. oo e founda.|at the spring and Blue  Pow and
tion an 4 in dening| When the flood subsided ti

for help were|
heard by residents in east Benkelman|
s bebween five and six gcock Priday
morni were
Teriying i thel desperation hm n

essistance whieh was o greatly needed

o save the unfortunate ones from the
s et b 7o s been o8, e
dent that they suffered.

And during all of this harrowing
turmoil, cattle, horses, hogs and other
live stock floated down the maddened
waters.  Occasionaly an animal could
be seen to lght on an tand but 3s
the flood raised, these sub-
merged and they  again staried
quest of higher

The railroad and highway roadbeds|
were soon washed out in the lower!
¢ Benkelman 1

washed out for a distance

Of ot Jeast thace miles 7 one. s

Five long strips of track were washed
out_between Benkelman and Park

When the call of distress ame from
Parks enkelmanites found
their way there thru pastures on the
higher ground north. And the same

Max section.

channel mesn nothing sart of sueide
and even if it n possible 10
houre sesced U e chamncls, chere wae
nothing have been done
the form of restue wark, The ordinars
small boat was as helpless as a cork|
‘torrent

g

ed
| channel of both rivers was ove

n
Acr

Hight of way. But there was litle ett
save twisted steel to mark the railroad
srade at one point. The steel ratls were
;| snapped and twisted like ordinary wire.
t of the new channel is also over

on the highway.
Those who have crossed over on the

ravine twelve feet deep and reaching
almost

ihe Soulh Fork valley that much mocs
bt ‘Hall

side, to add to the horror and danger
of the situation.

Truckers report a ot of tolerance
shown on the part of farmers in haul-
ing supplies to the flood aress. One
trucker said Tuesday that in order to
get to Benkelman it essary to
leave McCook on the nort] ort of
s|search for a road between there and
the Grant highws hat high-

ordinarily wed

d
in  have been mobked for dolng what

have don astures
Goutt it theyd sa3 amything it wed
drive over their lawns and flower beds.

urely hen it comes to

Wi ueh temvitic speed

conitons 1xe Lh'csex‘ said the truck-
3



Souvenior Flood Edi

REV. WHITE HOME FROM FLOOD [FAMILY MAROONED ON ROOF
AREA; WAS REPORTED DEAD

Marooned On Train With
Nebraska Flood Torrents
Lapping at Tracks

TELLS GRAPHIC STORY

Swirling, Roaring Waters
Awesome but Fascinating
Pictare, Says Bishop

Back at Zarepath after an exper-
fence of two nighis and three days
marooned In the fiooded area of Ne-
Dracka, the Rev. Arthu K. White,
junior bishop of the Pillar of P

graphic

usengzr-c.zec smong

By REV. ARTHUR K. WHITE
Last Thursday I leit Denver at §

w
g

1 retired al

e e, O arads e '

when a heavy rain began to fall. Esti-
mates of the amoust of prechitation

1 to eight
Sue. suan In Benkel-

quart pail, somewhat shielded by a
tree, which he found the next morn-

1 slept through the night and arose
about 6 o'clock to look out upon
soene of great excitement and confus-
The townspeople had come to
nd were. ined up along
o lock at a raging sea of
water lapping at the railroad ties.
lower end of town, between the g

ibme

uously to the trucks of the cars.
The swirling, roaring torrents pre-
sented an awesome, though fascinat.
g picture. Spectators with glasses
declared they saw some victims cling-

cur.  One
of ‘an-old sow's tail
Endenvorea aesnmmy to steer
across 1o high ground. Others
Med 1n”Shooing anddriving her
eventusly to o place of satety. The
owe bawied discouiclately,: bt (e
pigs simply kept on rooting in the

"It seemed to be 2 ublice day for
innumerable frogs, that made the
whole vally ring with ther roaking

Busy Taking Picty

One cannot sit still in the midst of
T was invited by a xsei-

jner, who saw me tak-

trip of about four miles in the coun-
ry around to a point & mlle and &
half east, where from hi

e saw that the channel of the Hiver
had changed. The floods had
pletely. wadhed ot tho
Bhat tne tes of tho track were siand-
ing on end. While we were looking
at the torrential

g

o
n the air. e very

Thankul Indeed that the train stopped
|8

exsctly whurs i did
e of the observnﬂon
car of ot ornce Buming

ton fiyer
the large mameplate on which e
lettered “Aristocrat.” The aristocracy
of this splendid train seemed very st
‘much humbled and helpless in the face
‘There was, 00,

f the monster freight locomo-

Chicago en route to New,
out 9

- | bods

1507
ver |lived in
| but had never seen anything like this.

an automobile | since she

tive and the high-speed passenger en-
resced

gine, steamed up,—ds up,
20 o speak—with novhers to g0
Realizing that highways were
washed out, railroad gone, and

telegraphic and telephone communica-

planes fly ove
us with the t!mught | pummy =4
the flyers to)

s veatives.

Watched From Box Cars

We were subject to all sorts of wild|
rumors. It was current that in De
the main floor of the rail

where
Dected ta s higher. One man com

- |along by the train, exclaiming, “She's|

a rasin’l” There of

th side of the tracks begin to ook
ven more p: nd we climbed
to the top of the box cars teh
houses and barns battle the tide. A

we weiched
a
ards or more where it &ppennd e
nebt on 3 ndge,
Ot st all aots of things dlostng
down the river
nimed. Tooking st s bowcime object
ot far awa)
Wy that? A planny?”
But I don't think it was.
We had some misgivings going to|
bed in our sleepers that night as there
s a great dust storm gathering
overhead. Somebody declared it was a
tomado, and o i proved. 1t struck
MeGook, about 50
wxm - understand. thers|
oy capualies whi & dlestzons
sifuation developing. thare worse
A e wers peunciag 46 Begkes,

flood underneath an|
ominous sky black with a hurricane of

ace
o next, morntug, o
wolained. smilingls, when
im on the street,

Pivs turned oft maize

es, indeed,

fully and early t
ne native e
ed

of it.
Rescue Squads Labor

The river had receded. I got my

Tubbers out of my trunk in the bag-

il sinding cr to wearen
e Ty ware o octabn

o pertsnid
ody was very much concerned
about a poor crippled woman, Mother
Osborne, who lived in the bottoms.
She had been through several floods,
but this capped the climax in the
memory of all old-timers. Would it
be posble that she could coms thry
this al lared he ha
he melghborhood ainco. 1650
Unfortunately, when the rescuers te-
med they s nothing could be
und of poor Osbor:
house; evidently e had beon corned
it to her death.

A merchant, Mr. Grimmeiss,
me a ride along the river and

e he had rescue
pary it morsing md | had eiped to
bring in the the entire
Pettit family— faihes, mother and as]
children, who perished clinging to the
rafters of thelr humble frame dwel-
ling that had collapsed or turned over|
in the flood. These were laid out in a
temporary morgue

Tt was estimated that in the immed-
iate neighborhood of Benkelman about
19 people perished.

752

wave
told

aa of Humor

One hesrs al sors of od d_expres-
sions during an occasion like this. One|
old lady in the train was very uneasy,

but declared she felt reasonably safe| tion.

d her lodge pin with her.
hours and bours,
a hun-

g%

Th
1 said, and was glad

TOP FOR EIGHT HOURS FRIDAY

Family Battles High Waves
o Keep Grip on Flood-
Stricken Home

That Mr. and Mzs. George Anderson
and 3-year-old deughter May, baraly
escaped drowning is one of the mir-
acles of the flood. The Andreson home
<[ tocated on the south side of the,
° | Republican river a mile west of the
Max bridge and during the highwater|

a mile.

near
Friday at which time they broks &
hole in the oof and took refugo cn

top of the gable. They had hard-
o esablabea hemsebves on. e gavle
until the house turned again and|
dropped into a hole some three hun-
dred yards from the orig o1
sight.  The hole was deep enough

up until
5 mals it ngm for them to
tain their grip on and e
ra imes e ite gl Sipped teom

their grasp and almost floated away
in the angry waves. At mear mid-
S e T
off and
Glmthﬂ‘ ma memsam cogeum with
wade
iy <lase amrah t the ‘mewe. 10
Al of the Ander-
ttered considerably from the
long exposuze to the cold night vinds
after being thoroug by the
food waters, Gearge saftered brulses
and cuts, sustained while making a
hole in. the Toof ith & butcher kife
and u gt fron, Ms, Anderson is sut-
fering from a_hip
while making the Tecen oo he ‘atie

Anders (Batch) Anderson, who lives
& miles west of the Georse Anderson
home, took refuge in & tree
high water. his farm b\lﬂdmgs
e i oistockt were destoyed.  Hhs

escape further chilling in the night

to[ aid he retired to the house site only
fo find a plaster wall which served a1 4

@ wind break for but

trek to the south in search of the new
river banks. He arrived safely several
hours later.

DRIVE HUNDRED:
REACH FAMILY

grateful for this ms
the kindness of the lady o ook our
s0-

solation for my family d
I am sure for the friends and rela-
tives of most of the stranded passen-

Nottvs melain Hospitalit

whs-

res ds,
Tenger maade radher undmlomntic re-
the presence of a

| oman, sonceratng. ner dssatsfacton

in being held up in such a town. Over-|

hearing her, T ventured the opinion
ery

everything in thelr pover to
Stuation nhen they themelves. were
so troubled about the loss of life and
‘property.

One may read about these devastat-
ing floods, but it was something of
privilege to observe at first hand such
a disaster and become acquaint
the human fears and woes that belong
to it. We may scarcely give a second
thought to a tragedy that takes o
great toll of life and property far,

i
E

far away, but our sympathies for our
el man m istress are deepened
when ol roximity we

Thave with therm thel feltng of help-
te

lesaness in the face of inexorable and
s|overshelming odds of nature, wh
she goes ampage of rehemnn
Agalist man and.all his Inventions
aturday cvoning we wero taken i
automobiles to the Union Pacitic rail-
road 85 miles away, where a flood was

ordering
e abcbags o, keep 48 much water

as possible out of the town.
we were just a little selfish in want-
g to get away quickly, but we could
elp but experience a fine

on

Shend ot Plght b
A trovsler triend alled by wite 18
e telephone, for he had

Perhaps | "4

e fecling|
o xencr s th Unlon Paciic aped us|

S OF MILES TO |
ON SOUTH FORK :

Peter O’Brien Family Make
Long Drive Over Pastures
To Reach Home on River

Mr. and Mrs. Peter O'Brien and the
three older boys went to Imperial last
Te-

)
© frantic with fear because of the
fact that thelr daughter Mary and the
at home and

thiy started northwest, wiving. dods]
to Fort Morgan and a across
country nearly two hundred miles west,

Sunday morning,
Tutfounded e piace. it
That the tives of the children had not
been endangered. Nelghbors had taken
s kindly interest in ther weifae and
Miss Mary, who is past 18 years of
age, md okercised splendid. Judgment
in using such precautions as were pos-
was a

o
nseness that grappled with hundreds|
n| of people during the floods progress.
Several families are still groping in

e shadows of grueling uncertalnty
- [be bunt " contines” for  misl
bod

There wasn't a single bridge on eith-
Repub-

and there is plenty of it to

Toconsitats temporary b ridges, vk

on which will be begun at

plasned bo rebuld both the Nortn and
out bridges east of town and

e St Prancis phdgo near the Eqten

erita became somewhat monotonous. A the oounty. While the beds
enger came through our car and|was not six feet of water mos ed away east of lown, it
explained good humoredly. of the Denver statio il be pessible to make a rond that
“The train runs so smooth we can |instructed the maid to cail Mz s passable between the two bridges
hardly tell we are moving! I never|and m; -be d bed on fhe St Trancis line
saw the like of it!" St of this telephone conversation 1S I fif shape and a temporary bridge
Friday evening o tene but genrous|vas that our herole sensiolies were can be constructed without any great
lloIndy, M. Ward Higley, came into| slghtly _aitronted. _Howeio amount of expense. Most of the old
he observation car and unced | oo sestored o proper iy Taten, | TI0Ee 18 Sl ntact there but was
that She had come from Waneta, en on the train, we procured from | o hed o hundred vards. dow
miles away, where a friend had ala porter o Denver newsoaper and|is" meantime the - sounty
shortwave brondcasting  station. She| found our names in an ariicle which | COssloners hope to secure feder
said she was Interested in our plight  described us as among the “Many Den- [ SSStANCe in, xebuliding | permanent
o it e e v take mostages to| mmn o e “Mant DN | pridges over the county. Dundy coun=

pany would deliver them fr jery-
body seemed to doubh ikls we e

ssages, under-
Tand, that e mm-w-va * operator

faved up untl 5 o in the morn-
ng brosdcasting them. 1 learned later
Ihat pracienlly, a1 of these wero doc
Hyered. 2 sent cus 40 Derar and oos
to sey.  We were indeed

Gesceiption of the "mighitul food son-
it

4y has 1 very acute bridge problem at.

ditions _around §

9 amount of money to handle it. The!

hout a “ieoe af people- had Toss i fodomat, qovormument na. assured Glov-

tives. rmor Cochran of liberal consideration
To arive in New Jersey on the {0 o s

x difficult to appreciate—Somer-

Vile, New Jersey, Measenger-Gusette,

has
o diect the expendﬂures o fedcrar funds
in reconstruction work.

in all matters nermnlnl X nnmu»
tation

Post Want-Ads Bring Quick Results.

Flood Of The South Fork
Made Lasting Impression

Mike Allen accumulated a lot of
memorable experiences during  the|
flood Thursday night and Friday while
on his farm on the South Fork em

e didn't stay
vinking ahout it
He made a dash for the back door and

the| When he opened it the water flowed

in on the Kitehen fioo. e ran to the
cow yard to let his s and be-
fore ieeeusafios Shem: statied ot of
the gate it was deep enough that the!
hovs wers svimaming, e facted .
ing to the house as quickly as he could,
when a wall of water struck both he|

t along the tence to the
‘and tnen tried to go past the
ouse in an effort to get to the high
land but the wire broke and he float-
e back to tne houss, He grabbed u
blanket and me way into the

After staying in the
attic for some time the house gave a
slip and moved about three feet. Allen
made a Junge for the window, broke it

Stay On Roof-top During the 3"

n of The Benkelman Post and News-Chronicle Combining Flood News From Regular Issues of June 7-14-21, 1935,

MIKE ALLEN WILL NE

L. NEVER FORGET

SOUTH FORK FLOOD EXPERIENCE

was on top of the roof and ready

the critters head

of the shurteft-Jonss rech, a bit. Fi section of a bridge
had retired early and w hes.ded fox came floating down and Allen figured
a s rest when his that if it came anywhere near the

. Al
day Friday he sat on his Toof with orly
a blanket to protect him, and no food.
He could see the power of the raving

to forsake his lofty perch for a ws
, food and clothing. He slipp
down into the stream, which altho

be in any dang
waded and
sleughs and running blindly into glant
tree roots until he reached the high
safe ground. Mike has been around a
It and has seen many things
but this night and day on the Re

will stick in his memory a long,
long time.

Ho

pub-

e, two of
d|the Shira went for hein

g i
% |Body of Hale, Colo. Woman|

Was Found On The South
Fork by Local Searchers

s boty of » womsn was found o
mz sand near the K. W. Mcbonald
m by & searching party comprising
Willard MeDonald, Lyie and!

eorge Follett Sunday P
Doty wia practically aude.
moved her to the MoDotald ranch
‘ous {hem' remaining while
A team and|
ured and

wagon

stternoon to sscertain the extent of|
y

BODY OF COLORADO WOMAN
RECOVERED HERE ON SUNDAY

loss of life, indicated the belief that
Mrs. Blanche

ing. n
later identified her as Mrs. Harding
and her body was taken to Hale by

boys|airplane sent trom thst place Monday

aftern We understand_that
iasing ehitd has been fourd doid b
the river bottom but that Mr. Harding
is still unaccounted for, is

a
‘m
years of ay

ind
the center
bridges floating down the river Among | n

1| dow

Benkelman Friends Feared
For His Life But Lofty
Perch Held Safely

Mat)
north of the
of town, suved i Iie from the raging

waters by perehng In o tree for twe
nights inis has. been
lving on the Jarse tdand for seversl

waters began

Taising the people of Benkeiman feated
Dis life.

uprooted giant trees and hundreds of
drowned livestock, 1t was

conceded amo;
Al M

waters

1y | Searchers ventured

scross
Fork of the river and vrncuded u, mv
old island site in searc!
The searsh for the living [t
fruitiess and was sbandohed and re-
st it the.seareh o bl
The search was more frultul um
the search for the living
ot and ot dontic
o found and plans

town shaking hands with his friends
and telling them of his nights in the
tree. It seems as though on Thursday
night Mathis, first knowledge of the
od came after the water was high
Kicked out A win-
d to a tree With a
convenient three-prong crotch he had
previously decided upon 1t an occasion
demanded such action and climbed 1t
remain until Saturday _morning,

to
“Tha| Mathis claims to have seen Duvall and

Davis riding the North Fork bridge,

]
g

the only clue local searchers
had to the possible location and fate

s two men untl the body of

Duvall ws
faye that he it Sived on Tivers a good

Wi
his, who lives on the island
Fred Walker farm east |get

athis | marked,

AL MATHIS SAVED IN TREE TOP
AT HIS RIVER ISLAND HOME

| TELEPHONE SERVICE MADE
POSSIBLE THRU TO SOUTH

All communication from the soutly

radio reports which pictured Benkel-
man as a horrible spot of destruction
and desolation brought relatives ang
friends of the people In every section .
great deal of worry ai i

desired by everyone to establish suit-

points east of Lincoln and Topeka. The:
Jine was in ccnstant use for some time
by communicative reltives.  Repest-
e messages Was Necessary on ac-
Counof the long distance and ineffic-
fent equipment. Henry Admire stood:
at the phone for two hours repeating
messages for relatives who were com-
municating with those in the flood
zone. Henry had a personal message
to Ashland, Nebraska, and stood for
40 minutes enswering eagar queries.
sbout pegpl in the valley Whose sstety
people were worried
oo, betord e could a1k 1o ia party.

share of his Jife and has been in a
r “But 1o 1o

'fas
x seen.”

dam rives
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ood Waters
Lives of Mrs.

Mosier and

Claim
Harold
Daughter

Caught In Torrents Ten Feet
Deep as They Sweep Down
South Fork Canyon Sunday

From Issue of June 21, 1935)

twenty-one
county flood area.
positively known to be lost, despite the|
fact that seven bodies are vet to be
accounted for and
this number is the body of little Betty

une.
There are many ways in Which the
cold, clammish hand of death may be
on human kind but it seems
o us that none are more tragic, m
pitful or esrt-rending than is that
type of death that
omere ton b stves the viekms 50 e
nce to save their lives and before
engulfing them in its arms of eternal
sleep, it portrays to them the full pan-
amo of the method of its proceedure
mm weeping them tnto 1ts death
rrents.

“This was the fate that befell Mrs,

Lt gl had spont he atiernoon

the home of their neighbors, the John |

1rned|

R
home about thirty minutes before the

gan faling o terifc hail storm de-
veloped and beat against the roof with
Such force that 1t wreckea the oo

emerge and try to seek higher ground
o ot of the vesting hetl onoa
Finally they chose the latter course.
‘Harold carried the baby and one of the|
Targer girls clung to his overalls on one
side and hed her litle sster by the
other hand w little girl|
lung to the leg e his overals on the
other side. Mrs. Mosler was holding|
on to Betty June and was nearby.

rond and as they | o

5‘

climbed to the high side of it leading
o the il above, the earth
collapsed, letting Harold and the chil-

est daughter and helping her

. she was abi 1o reach the
aby in time to escape the rising tor-
rents. Then Harold started to follow

58

into the omrens. Ho never e ety

she was torn from her
mothers sn;sp & the earth gave away
under her or perhaps Mrs. Mosier had
attempted to Tescue her tie gl afier
she had been torn from

arold went this maelstrom
o st setiais deacs 1 the- soaren

re| his head

.| roaring of

B
F

it ity

|tncé, the body of ltle neny June:

.| interment was in the Benkelman cem-

for his wife and little one. Somehow

and although the Waters on the high-
est ground at the canyon'’s mouth sub-
merged him to the shoulders, he con-
tinued his death defying search. When
ke g0t to where the fence should be,
he found it was gone. In fact, everr-

it and grabbed a safe hold, the force
of the water forced his feet s> hi
that he was practically standing
for the moment. When this
happened the children completely lost|

was lost. They were panic st:icken
and were suffering intensely from the
battering hall bu: they nad the pres-
ence of mind to retain their position
on the high ground.

and watched, and then headed by the
older children, the little group began

met them.
e, Harod tried desperstely to at-
fract the children bk beaute of th
e rain and hail he was
et ke Himsc hesed and tne
foliage on the dense that
he could scarcely see or be seen. After
seeing that the children were safe,
Harold again left his temporary haven
of safety and continued bis searcn: for
ones until the darkness of a
dark might and the eve
Waters foreed him to give wp fhe
search, The next morning at dawn el
ied his search with others and he
Fimsolt tound the body
Wite lodged on a
publican river bed near the K. W. Mc
Donald farm about three miles down
the river. And here again is challenged
the power of words to express the|
heart rending sorrow that the tragedy |
of the floods have brought
many of our people during the past
Silent in thelr approach,
colossal In thelr pover, releniess in
elr purpose and terrible in their con-|
. What a black cloud of sor-
have cast over our commun-
How irreparable is the loss in
human life they have taken. Entire
familles have been claimed and frag-|
ments of i‘nmﬂus have been left to:
mourn frave, Beroo
it courageons 1vd.on
et is sad but loved ones swept away

~|in tragedies such as mu: nre 50 henn-[

less that it seems impossible
to bear the grief et s s 50
ruthlessly cast upon loved omes and

the dear friends who are left.
Athoogh aearch we contioned ol

day and has been continued each day|

mot yet been recove:
“atir e recovery of Mx: Mosier's|
body it req
of men to get it across the river which
was accomplished shortly after noon
Monday thru use of a boat
provised rafts.
The funeral was held at the M. E.

church in Benkelman Wednesday and|

The burial rites of the Eastern,
Star lodge were used and were con-
ducted by members from Bartley lodge
sad the services were largely ationded
b members of the Benkeiman E. O, &
order. Rev. Frank Woodward con-
ducted the services at the church.

Benkelman commun-
ities as well

sight of him and belleveds that he 00| cur

2 slow trek to the home of their grand- |

he
2|2l t0 oarry ouk s flood prorection

50| approach

th at| seems

uired the efforts of dozens| 204

e | ¥
t

CORDWELL HOME WITH-

Max people believed for a time that
Mrs. Cordwell and her children living
in the Brethower duwelling on the
south side of the river east of Max|
were lost last Friday afteroon as the
ed around the dwelling

showed up again but nothing was seen

of the lad further. But the house;

e |seemed to defy the raging torrents and

! stood like a rock thru it all
flood receded and it was b

iy it was found tha; the lad had
swam to a window on the other side of
the house and got in safely after leav-
ing the horse. It was then further
recalled that J. B. Brethower, now de-|
ceased, who built the house, had taken
Drecautions to make it safe in
case of flood waters. He reinforced
the basement walls and

frame work was anchored While the
effects of his judgment in these pre-
cautionary methods were not apparent
uring the years that he and his fam-
ily lived in the house, his thoughtful-

ing supplied the necessary bolt

STANDS FLOOD WATERS .
the

get into communication With the fam- | sons

of bolts in the concrete to which the| was

Sereum Rushed
Here By Plane
Associated Press Survey in

Hands of Lincoln Red Cross |
Brings Needed Seream |

BY JAMES E. LAWRENCE
Editor of Lincoln Daily Star

The efficiency of a great news-gathi-

For the editor of the Star, every line

ering organization such as the Asc-| ]
iat never better exempli- | of type describing the

y fmd than it was on Monday of this|in the Republican, Arickaree, and

the extreme

k when, upon recelpt of the news Frenchman valleys in
o he second Hood Sunday night, they comer of southwest Nebraska held
phoned their oesl news represeaative | special interest
ihe request that he contacs| A year ogo last November he corer-
e oeal alth oificers with the 7. |ed those beautiful and extremely D
quest that a complete survey of health ductive valleys as a mtmb!! of the NE-
conditions in the Dundy county area |braska PWA advisory board. He
be od, along with the supply of|ged miles on foot and e several
vaccination and inoceulation sereum | hunded miles i an automabile along
on hand ready for the emergency. Th2 | the water courses While inspecting tae
request was turned over to Doctor J. F. ‘pmjec&ed irrigation pmlec!s» embraced|
Poemer couty heaith piysican, v n whal s ko as the spoicaions of
conferred with both ted Press| the Benkelman-Haigler-Arickaree dis-
ot Coous headauater by phone,| et and e Frenchiman distric
Doctor Premer had used up what small| The sparking waters of the upper|

or{pox. vaccine be had on hand and had Republican as they tumbled down thru|
Wray, Colo., it was,dollars.

¢ was available in McCook | the canyons near
“nd mone was avaiable i this section | proposed should be impounded in &
Ee slso ad: that the mpply of seamn of flooe, et ap bes been
| typhoid inocculation sereum had been transpiring this past ap-|
|exhausted with the need of sutficient »mxchmu o eniraty destructive and

| sereum to inocculate at least 250 per- appaliing climax late Friday and early|
his _week. Shortly mer Tiet Saturday.  And over to the southmest,

Lincoln Red Cross headquartess|across the Kansas boundry

phoned him that 3 plane had been Colorado line, it posed to build,

charierd and that it woud leave | snother big reservolr creating @ lake
{ous ocloek the next morming o biing| uly , trom thee tol
e modesd sereumn b Benkeiman, T fve mils across, and one. hunded
Aeeved i1 olodk Tuesday morning| feer In depth. - Ordinardy, the Arick-
with sufficient sereum to take care of | aree is a limpid sluggish stream, carry-
practically any typhoid or small pox ing not to exceed from six to twelve
emergency and work in_vaccinating | inches of water, and from twenty to
begun Joca iy fest I widih. Thero ase 120
physicians were _practically out s of steep slopes, carpeted
gereun they had plenty of it 1 s | it budtalo and prairie. graes, an
but with both railroads and the mails| area productive of appalling floods,
e up, it was GifTOWI 3 guess when | because of the quick RumGtf of the wa-
it would get here although this con-|ter
dition did ot lesen fi e n the upper Republican, an even
elman_physicians believe that' more extensive
tne dlence ituation 15 well i band. tne floon situation. bessase of
ualess unforseen diffeulies xocky character of the soll and. the
atse the Dundy county flood area wn whose sides rush tor-
1 be spared & typhold epldomic. | rents during . cloudorust

™ Quaraniing nes veen estabished in| The Frenchman sirtchs noth and
homes afflicted by small

square

Only Thra Good Judgment, 3.
Careful Action and Sheer
Courage Was the Big
Task Accomplished

. There is s
within the corporate limits which has|
oot been damaged and some of then
he point of complete ruin.
| Tnose ho bave ohcerred the situation
there believe tht the extent of tne
flood waters were somewhat due
the collapse of the bridges west
| Parks which for a time held back the
|flood waters and then carried them
|over tne track to the north side and
then on into the little city. Parks is
likewise at the point
‘the "nort

['The. fuce s bt ans Tite mas Tost |

to have been the outstanding
point when one considers the possi-| a
Bty the situation held or Parks. But
if there ar reason why
such should have becn the case, It lies
in the efficiency of the men who gath-

foods approach perhaps rested in the
ction of the Burlington section crew

Who had towed No. 6 to Benkelman

were returning home near four
oclock in the morning. When they
rea ast the water

mile when they heard the roaring of
the oncoming flood waters. They im-
mediately returned to Parks and the|
men were sent to the different sections
of the town to awaker They
were pracieally ol aromsed bus by the

time they were ready to leave, their|

2
2

of the Kara Cattle Company ranch
was among the first o get into action.
While

one still stood and they were able to
gt soroms wih u foam and wagen.
Standish, with others, secured &

Kansas Cattlemen Here

To Snlvage Their Herds |,

But since the first check-up, hundreds| r,

Many Konsss ranchmen who baa
their

ever animals that might have survived
the disaster. The search extends clear
from Haigler to McCook. Some have
Tost heavly while were more|
fortunate, William Jones was _graz-
ing more than five hundred head on

the Morse ranch and for  time it ap-
ared that most of them were lost.

of head have been recovered and it
now appears that his total loss will be|
ver | less than fifty. About thirty-five or|
torty were found mired down Saturday
particular was|

way almost up to the point of the,

slag ballast. Kansas cattlemen were,

driven to seek pasture away from,
the drouth last

o, Every precaution to avert the
loss of life was taken. A rope Was.
suspended from each end of the boat
and a string of men clung on to this
rom eac! ed

tion. Then from twelve to sixteen men.

Workman garage as the water would
permit and as folks were rescued they,
were taken in the boat to the wagon

jnloaded and heuled o 3 poiat

much of their grass was covered up.

and
of satery, thus sverting the ‘time |
s vl aharwiss have soen Tes

SMALL LOSS OF LIFE AT PARKSi
SEEMED ALMOST MIRACULOUS

back. One bridge was already out but,

es.
rheumatism so

o i s, "In' mation o toese
streams, there are innumerable creeks
———————————————— | And that is the condition which pro-
qured In towing them to bigher land. duced the cosily lood that il encal
e ey i e tntommnt [an ‘millons_and
i T G 4% oo e ey a5
el that were rapidy xt ight 1 e’ T
streets and this feature of exploring

"Thus it wil be seen that the irigat-
was carried on all during
peric

luring the rescu jon program planned for southwestern
riod. Mr. and Mss. J. R. Finney and Nepraska has two objectives—the first
Teiny and 35 and Mis. Tovi Nichal | NoUeske has t0 ob acers for|
| son were the last to be rescued from in mmevitable dry period when addi-
| the depot uilding appeared 1o, tjonal moisture is needed; and second:, e
ons | be om sufticently high ground o w losses _through

e of 0 ig-

trapped at the section house and found
it difficult for he and Mrs. Nicholson!

servoirs
Rave held back the ushing.
to reach the depot. Folks were then ©

/ingtorrents which wiped out two
aken to the . Tom Bal-|to5ms, swept away farm homes and
: lard on higher ground who sought to ed,

supply thelr neets with dry ciing

as the supply lasted. Then g phpory
th: mlt!er of feeding the more. llmn and pr ') e death toll
ere ted
d 0| unich relief workers estimete may
ot pecame.the- second. parmer 10 Toach s Bich a5 0.

T ing task
arouse the people of Nebraska to a full
iation of the magnitude and the

neighboring ladies, attempted the job
a importance of this water conservation

Dut it over in a big way for from
Friday noon during the flood until the

program in Nebraska.
following Friday noon the Tom Ballard| goman who has lived in this state any|
home was the community dining hall,|joncth of time recognizes that while

serving three meals a day with some- | ;o2 v oo oot monna
le | 1o

many as two hundred peop]
to participate. Many of the Parks res-
idents could cook nothing in thelr
homes before Friday following
flood and even then it was under the
most grueling circumstances.

Telghbors in the country a last half century that some time or|

watershed aggravates| I
the| wit!

The Republican
Valley Flood

another in the twelve month period.
wal

the great quanities of stored in
ese reservoirs could used
advantage, 1o add to the safety and

ns | security of agriculture and to the hap-

piness of poeple. But Friday and Sat-

a shallow stream, times
or more than one hund-
th, with low
back as a level table
or four to ten miles on each side, upon
which nestle bustling towns and cities

width, carrying destruction in its path.
In the city 6f McCook alone, the dam-
age was estimated in excess of a mil-
lion dollars. And yet, this enti

ogram of development called

largely in all the river valleys except
for indifference and for the activity of
politicans and selfesh interests.

at we have sald with regard

North and the Middle Loup valleys,
the Blue creek, and the great Tri-

Great quantities of water have been
carried down to the sea in these
streams which empty into the Platte,

later the Missouri, and the
issippl.  But at Fullerton there was
damage, and ons,

the Loups and thelr tributaries have
suftered.

At Scottsbluff Sunday it
was reported that the Plaite Dot &

Platte through Wyoming and Colora
to join at Brady Island, and the lower

ter will be needed four and five mon-

raising the normal water levels,

in|in returning somewhat the conditions

hich exisied iu early das, buk a3 5
s, this flood, f anxiety
and alarm, flows i lebalin
o, toy uilitazian purpose
comprehensive program for
Nebraskaa plan which tiveives Irri-
gation in the periods of the year when
needed, the development of power to
give Nebras! lectrical current,
and finally, flood control under the cir-
cumstances as they exist today. Other
states have projected vast programs
and have rallied the united support of

their people. is Boulder dam,
the expenditure of more than
153 millions, to control the unruly

waters of the lower Colorado and to
provide for irrigation of lands that ne-

valleys in Nebraska colonized for more
than half a century.

"That Is the fight which that gallant
old warrior and far-seeing statesman,
Senator George W. Norris is_maki
on behalf of his own state. Can’t he
have the support of Nebaskans? If he
succeeds, and he has labored tirelessly
in this direction, he will leave a herit-

Nebraska for the next bundred years.
surpassing ri

in town not so seriously effected by the,
flood did all they could to supply|

OUTSTANDING

i« wet| Aged Pair Review Terrible

Experiences As They Rode

To What Appeared To Be
Almost Certain Death

nd Mrs.

of the gensrations now I

from the Wilson farm in
e o | the South Fork east of the McDonald
farm tasted neither food nor water for
gt

ks In their heroism o un. | thirty hours after thelr perilous
Selfishly shown amidst the great|d0WD the raging torrents. The
tragedy which clai 1o Donald family tried to get coffee ands

1258 unch to them but the river
‘wide. They said that they had
not suffered from either hunger or

strong coffee tasted mighty good to|

e, e
y i J fer them after the In a conversa-

ribly handicapped thru lack of water

and other things essential to the job

at Cross workers are active
tne i erstand

e e OO0 iy and we wk one fourth at the tims of striking the

ineis firey|island. Constantly ~hitting _{loating,

efforts to helping in the huge task.

1l
Henry Kehr, 65, and atflicted with

badly
lk withs  cate, llushed his wite who

5 pounds into the attic from
the m 7S¢ ek stov, through & hole
three feet by fifteen inches. Henry
has not worked for tWo years because
he has lost his strength.—Cambridge|

rion.

ﬂ

merged at intervals of 3
at a time for as many as ten times in
the eight miles they rode It. “When-
ever 1t hit wreckage or a cross current|
1 would yell to my wife to nold o and|

thirst during all that time but that|fI™

< ESCAPE OF FERGUSONS WAS

IN ENTIRE AREA

then under we would go. Sometimes

limbs of friendly
be extended to us and
when we got a firm hold on them and
found ourselves safely on the island, it
was far above the power of

express the

The reptiles, hundreds of them, and
that had reached thers

Seemed not to fear our presence
a bit although it was necessary for

me to kil several snakes which were

An advertisement in The Benkelman
Post is always a good investment.
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