Lake Michigan Buoys

Show Remarkable Drop in Water Temperatures
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Click Temperature Graph for Updated Information
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Hypothermia: Lake Michigan’s Year-Round Subtle Danger

» Hypothermia is serious, affecting major
organs like the brain, heart and lungs,
which can lead to permanent damage
and even death

Approximate Survivability Time at Various Temps

»> Average body temperature (98.6°F) only | Water Temp Exhaustion or
needs to fall 3.6°F to (95°F or cooler) to (°F) Unconsciousness
induce conditions favoring hypothermia 0°-32°

Survival Time

< 15 minutes 15-45 minutes
33°-40° 15-30 minutes ~ 30-90 minutes
41°-50° 30-60 minutes 1-3 hours
51°-60° 1-2 hours 1-6 hours
61°-70° 2-7 hours 2-36 hours
71°-80° 3-12 hours Indefinite
Over 80° Indefinite Indefinite
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