
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Working Together 

Each year local National Weather Service offices issue over 500 severe thunderstorm, 
tornado, and flash flood warnings.  However, if these warnings are not heard or people 
don’t know the appropriate actions to take, the warnings are useless.  The National 
Weather Service, working together with its partners, the media, state and county public 
officials, and emergency response organizations, is committed to protecting life and 
property during severe weather. 
 
The following is a brief summary of the role each partner plays in hazardous weather. 
 

 National Weather Service 
 Provides educational materials on weather and weather safety plans  

  Interprets weather information and issues official watches and warnings. 
  Uses NOAA All Hazards Radio and the Emergency Alert System to alert 

everyone to hazardous events  
  Collaborates with partners before, during and after major events 
  Assesses tornado and other storm related damage 
  

 News Media 
  Broadcasts National Weather Service warnings 
  Relays reports confirming dangerous weather conditions 
  Stresses safety actions during events 

 Reports on response and recovery efforts and available aid 
 Educates the public with daily or special programs on weather hazards 

 
       State and Local Public Officials and the American Red Cross 

 Plan for and respond to extreme weather events 
 Relay National Weather Service warnings through local warning systems 
 Facilitate coordinated response and recovery efforts after disasters 
 Promote putting together Disaster Supplies Kits that can be used for any 

hazardous event 
 Work with community leaders, businesses, and schools to ensure 

appropriate safety plans are in place and practiced prior to disasters  
      
       You 

 Plan for and respond to extreme weather events 
 Execute your safety plans as needed 
 Follow guidance from authorities 
 Contact your insurance company 


