
Fall 2012 Outlook 

Exceptional Drought  
Will Continue 



One Month Temperature Outlook 



One Month Precipitation Outlook 



Three Month Temperature Outlook 



Three Month Precipitation Outlook 



Seasonal Drought Outlook 



Drought Monitor 



Regional Viewpoint 



Drought Talking Points 
 

 A vast majority of the Central Plains will continue to 
experience drought conditions through October, 
November and December. Parts of the Dakotas, 
Minnesota and northwest Wisconsin will see drought 
conditions develop.  

 

 All Central Plains locations are favored for above 
average temperatures during the October, November 
and December period. 

 

 



Precipitation Graph-North Platte 



Precipitation Graph-Valentine 



A Comparative Look 
At Other Drought Years 



Observed Sea Surface Temperatures 



Weak El Nino Developing 
  

 ENSO Alert System Status: El Niño Watch  

 Sea surface temperatures (SSTs) continued to 

warm slightly and are greater than 0.5°C above 

average across the eastern Pacific Ocean.  

 Conditions are currently transitioning to El Niño and 

will likely meet criteria for a weak El Niño state in 

October.  

 



Ogallala Aquifer Draw Down 
(Graphic courtesy of the USGS) 


