About the
National Weather Service Forecast Office

North Platte. Nebraska
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Mational Weather Service Misrion 5 taiemendt
" The Nanonal Weaather Sermice (NS provides weather, hndwlome and clpnak forecasts and warnings for the United States, I territoris, adjacent
waters and ocean areas, for the protecion of Iife and praperty and the enbancement of the natonal cconony. NWE data and products form @ mafional
mformation datebase and mFashuckoe which can e wsed by other governmnenizl agencks, e privak sector, the public, and the global compzont. ™

Cur office 1z one of 123 forecast offices withun the Urnited States.
Cur county warning area (CWA) 15 comprised of 26 counties
within western and north-central Mebraska We are staffed
around the clock, 365 days a year, Teamnwork 15 wntal for our 22
dedicated NWS emplovees to provide severe weather warnungs,
winter weather watches and wartangs, as well as 7-day forecasts.
The team “hne-up™ inchides 17 meteorclogists, 4 electronics and
information specialists, and 1 administrative assistant. Several
river systemns run through the CWA inchiding, the Miohrara, the
Morth, Middle and South Loup, the Calamus, the Snake, the
Elizhorn, the Dismal and the Morth and South Platte Favers, &
little know fact of Mebraska: the state has tore miles of nvers
than atiy other state m the Umon. The terramn in the 26 counties
varies from farm lands that are relatively flat to rolling sand kalls
atid canyons. The
CWa also contamns 2
Wational forests and
7 reservoirs.
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I The map of all
; the Mational
L Weather

Service Office
locations
within the
Umited States.
The field
structure and
operations are
divided into
S rEJI0ns.,
Eastern
(pink),

Southern

(purple), Central (rellow), Western (green), Alaska and Pacific.

Office Historv

The Horth Platte Weather Office has charged locations mary times since 1t was
first established Septerber 15th, 15874 at the new school building in town. The
office began as a swrface oheervation site. Weather observations were taken by
agt. Ino B Williars of the Signal Service of the United States of Arnerica
(55T54). Almost 2 years later on Jure 21st, 1276 the weather office moved
200 feet west to the comrthonse. The responsibibty of taking observations was
orven to Sgt. I B Carapbell. On February 11tk 1582 the weather office was
racved to the O1d Fellows Hall on the commer of 5th and Dewey (picture to the
left). The new Weather Burean bwlding was mowved December 1, 1905 to 214
Weat Sth Street (picture to right). In 1940 the office
was established at Lee Bird Field (LBF) wath offices
set 1 1 the “old hanger”. The office became an
_ upper air site as well m 1945, Pilot balloon wind
w observations of the wper
atmosphere were iatiated on
October 11th, On Jarmary 15,
- Sy 1952 the Weather Burean
o '.:.’;_%.‘:_:' || moved ta the airport
bl administration building, In
1974 the upper air building
was moved to its current location. In the surnmer of
1995 the office mosved mnto its carrent location, but it
wast't until the lead forecasters were on site that the
office became established as a forecast office m 199%.

Owmr Core Values...
Service aboie self]
Chir custormers and partners,
Fespect and tnst of others and the dreersity of our agency,
The open exchange of information and 1deas,
Cornraitment to integrity, tearnaork, self-mmprovement, high standards, and
the scientific approach to our rassior, and
Ln mmoveatrve and empowered workiore

...Have been recognized by the following awards our office has

received throughout the vears.

1966: From the Director of the 15 Depattrnent of Corarnerce (DOC), Ersarontmental
Scilence Zervice SAdministration, Weather Barean, Central Region: “For the Exerplary
service in connection with the intense Blizzard of the Morth Central United States of
Iarch 22-24, 19667

1981: Fecogration award for greatest achievernent arong Central Begion offices
reducing the 1921 upper-air ohservation exror rate over that of the presaous year.
1982: Fecogration award for greatest achievernent among Central Begion offices i
reducing the swrface obzeration error rate ower that of the presious year.

1983: Fecogration award for ackieving 3rd place among Central Besion offices in
excellence of upper-air obhgervations during 1953,

199G: From Mational Cceande and Atmosphene Adruormstration (HOSE): WebShop
06 for best WWW page of the W3,

2000: Fegional Excelence Boward, from the HWWa Central Fegion: “For outstanding
performance m the severe weather warning prograrn, Drarmatic improverment m
veritication statistics.”

2001: 75 DOC Bronze Medal &ward, “For swpernior federal service for provision of
severe Wweather forecasting service to the residents of western and north-central
Hebraska ™

2002: Qiffice of hlayor of Morth Platte, NE, “For supetlatrve performance, ranked 1st

of 121 offices in the nation for accuracy of predicting severe weather ower the last &

years.”
2003: Fromm the U5 DOCHOAL ] WS, “For exeraplary achievernent m iraplementing

the mteractre forecast preparation system.”™




