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Our programs need names that are memorable, descriptive, and linked to our

services and users. One of our oldest programs has a

new name that better captures objectives of the program. The Cooperative

Observer Program (COOP) is now called “NOAA’s

Environmental Real-Time Observation Network” (NERON). We will continue using the

name "Cooperative Observer" to refer to the

individual volunteers whose commitment and dedication have built America's rich

archive of climate data and will help us modernize this

time-honored program.

NERON is essential for building NOAA’s Integrated Surface Observing System and

will provide the U.S. with a network of accurate,

near real-time surface weather data obtained with state-of-the-art measurement,

monitoring, and communication equipment. In addition

to NOAA’s NWS sites, NERON will include environmental data from non-NOAA surface

observing networks that meet our

standards. Our goal is to deploy around 8,000 NERON stations nationwide. Ken

Crawford, Director of the NWS Integrated Surface

Observing System Program Office, is overseeing this modernization.

We think NOAA’s Environmental Real-Time Observation Network passes the “blink”

test and hope you will help us educate our

partners and customers about the new name for this important program.
