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Spotter Aids:
1.  Road Maps - state, county, city 

2.  NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards

3.  Binoculars & compass

4.  Camera - video, digital or regular

5.  Watch or Clock 

6.  Cell phone or radio transceiver

7.  Report log or audio recorder

8.  Spotter ID card

9. Handheld Anemometer 

(Spotter under approaching shelf cloud in Franklin Co.  IL 4/21/02)
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Problems Spotters Encounter

ÅSpotters can only see a limited area, and much 

of the time the spotter view is being blocked by 

rain/hail, hills, trees, and buildings.

ÅSpotters have a hard time getting the ñbig 

pictureò of what is going on around them.

ÅMobile spotters  may not have access to radar 

data to find where to go. 

ÅSpotters have a hard time judging distances to 

weather phenomenaéunderestimate.



If youôre close enough to hear the thunder, your 

close enough to be struck.

Lightning Safety
Warnings are not issued for lightning. 


